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10 Copies, L. P. 
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Preſton, Rev. Mr. Fellow of Queen's Col- 
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Preſton, Rev. Mr, of Polſted, 2 Copies. 

Plumptre, Rev. Mr. L. P. | 

Partridge, Rev. Mr. 

Pindar, Mr. of Magdalen College, Oxon. 

Paley, Rev. Mr. Fellow of Chriſt College, 
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Read, Rev. Jones, D. D. 
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EccLESIASTEs VIII. 14. 


Tbere be juſt Men, unto whom it hbappen- 
eth according to the Work of the wick- 
ed again, there be wicked Men, to 
whom it happeneth according to the 
Work of the righteous, 


T 


made againſt the Divine Pro- 


HE great Objection, and Com- 
plaint, which has always been 


vidence, is, the unequal, and pro- 
miſed Diſtribution, of the Things in 
£7 B 2 this 
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World ; That all Things ſhould come 
alike to all, and that there ſhould be 


one Event to the righteous and to the 
wicked. 


That good, and virtuous Men, ſhould 
ſometimes fall into ſuch Afflictions, and 
Calamities, as the wicked rather de- 
ſerve to ſuffer ; and the wicked have 
that Succeſs, which one would imagine 
ſhould be the Lot only of the righteous; 
This is what puzzled the Reaſon of 
the wiſeſt, and ſometimes ſtaggered 
the Faith, of the beſt of Men, in for- 
mer Ages of the World, before Liſe and 
Immortality were brought to Light by the 


Goſpel. 


Not only the Heathen, but even thoſe 
to 


of Good and Evil, 5 


to whom were committed the Oracles 
of God, were not a little perplexed 
about this Inequality in the Diſpenſa- 
tion of Providence, and ſeem to have 
been at a Loſs how to reconcile it with 
the Juſtice, and Goodneſs of God. 


Solomon takes Notice of this Myſtery 
of Providence, in other Places of this 
Book, as well as in the Text. There 
are frequent Complaints, in the Books 
of the Prophets, concerning the Proſ- 
perity of wicked Men: And the Pal- 
miſt confeſſes, He was ſo grieved to ſee 
the Proſperity of the wicked, that, as 
he elegantly expreſſes the Staggering of 
his Faith, and how hardly he kept him- 
ſelf from falling into downright Diſcon- 
tent, and Diſtruſt of God's Providence, 

B 3 his 
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Eis Feet were almoſt gone, his T1 mp 
had well nigh flipt. 


In this Manner were the beſt, and wiſeſt 
Men of old, affected with this unequal 
Diſtribution of Good and Evil in this 
World. It may be thought that now, 
fince immortal Life is brought to Light 
by the Goſpel, and fince we have an ex- 
preſs Revelation of a future State of Re- 
tribution, it is not worth while to give 
ourſelves any Trouble about the unequal 
Diſtribution of Things in this tranſitory 
Life. For if there be another Life after 
this, in which Men ſhall be judged, and 
everlaſtingly rewarded or puniſhed, ac- 
cording to their Works ; that will ſet 
all Things ſtrait, which now ſeem ſo 


crooked, and irregular, This will ſolve 
all 


— 


of Good and Evil. 7 
all Difficulties, and remove all Objections 
and Complaints againſt Divine Provi- 


dence, 


But yet, becauſe it is expedient, that 
Men ſhould be fully fatisfied, and cons 
vinced of the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and 
Goodneſs of God's Providence, the Be- 
lief of which is the Foundation of all 
Religion ; and becauſe it is the Way of 
ſome to conclude, from the unequal 
Diſtribution of Things in this World, 
that there is no Divine Providence, and 


conſequently no Reward, or Puniſh- 
ment, hereafter, which ſubverts all Re- 
ligion; for theſe Reaſons, though it 
may not be abſolutely neceſſary, yet it 
may be yery uſeful and expedient, for us 
to give this Subject a more particular 

B 4 Conſideration, 
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Conſideration, and to enquire whether 
the Sufferings of the righteous, or the 
Succeſs of wicked Men, in this World, 
be ſufficient Grounds to complain of Di- 
vine Providence, to doubt of the Juſtice, 
Wiſdom, or Goodneſs of it ; or whether 
there may not be given ſuch an Account 
of this Diſpenſation of Things, and ſuch 
Reaſons aſſigned, as may be very well 
conſiſtent with all thoſe PerfeCtions. 
This is my Purpoſe, and Deſign, 
in this Diſcourſe ; in which I ſhall en- 
deavour to ſhew theſe two Things : 


Iſt. That although we could pive no 
Reaſons at all, why God ſhould 
ſuffer the righteous to be afflict- 
ed, and the wicked to proſper, 
in this World ; yet ſtill there are 


good 


of Good and Evil. g 
good Reaſons why we ſhould 


not be too forward to complain 
of the Divine Providence, or to 
doubt of the Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
and Goodneſs of it, on this Ac- 


count. 


IIdly. That there are ſome general 


Reaſons to be given for ſuch a 
Diſpenſation of Things in this 
World, and ſuch as will ſhew it 
to be very conſiſtent with Wiſ- 


dom, Juſtice, and Goodnels, 


Firſt then, Although we could give 
no Reaſons at all, why God ſhould 
ſuffer the righteous to be afflicted, and 
the wicked to proſper, in this World ; 


yet ſtill there are good Reaſons why we 


2 ſhould 
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ſhould not be too forward to complaint 
of the Divine Providence, or to doubt 
of the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodneſs 


of it, on this Account. 


For firſt, though the righteous, and 
thoſe who are comparatively ſuch, are 
oftentimes afflicted in this Life; and 
though there be juſt Men, and Men 
who, in Compariſon with others, may 
truly be ſtyled fo, unto whom it hap- 
peneth according to the Work of the 
wicked; yet, after all, none of us are 
ſo perfectly righteous and good, as not 
to deſerve all the Evils, that can befall 
us in this World. In many Things we 
offend all ; and there is not a juſt Man 
upon Earth, that always doeth Good, 


and ſinneth not. Every Man is ſo much 
a Sin- 


of Good and Evil. 11 


a Sinner, that no temporal Afflictions, 
that can befall him, can be accounted 
unjuſt, with reſpect to God. 


We may be apt to entertain improper 
Thoughts of the Divine Providence, 
on Account of ſome Mens Afflictions; 
and yet the Sufferers may be conſcious, 
that they deſerve all that they ſuffer, and 
more, at the Hands of God; and that he 
is ſo far from being unjuſt, or even ſe- 
vere, or extreme to mark every Thing 
they have done amiſs, that he is indeed 
gracious, and merciful towards them, 
and does not deal with them after their 
Sins, nor reward them according to their 
Iniquities. Thoſe who have a Right 
to be called good and juſt Men, as this 
World goes, may labour and groan un- 
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der great Evils; but can they therefore 


juſtly complain of God? No; Every 


Mouth, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, muſt be 
ſtopped, and all the World muſt plead 
guilty before God. 

The very beſt of Men ſtand ſtill in 
Need of greater Purification; and moſt 
of us, upon due Recollection, even in 
the greateſt Calamities, may find Occa- 
ſion to ſay with the Pſalmiſt; I Ano, 
O Lord, that thy Judgments are right, 
and that thou of very Faithfulneſs haſt 
cauſed me to be troubled. 


| Fob indeed juſtifies himſelf to his 


Friends, aſſerts his Innocency, and in- 


fiſts, that he was no Hypocrite, no ſe- 
cret Sinner, as they uncharitably con- 
cluded, 


of Good and Evil. 13 
cluded, from what had befallen him; 


and he ſeems to intimate, as if he did 
not deſerve the Afflictions which God 
had brought upon him: And indeed it 
appears, that God did not ſend thoſe 
ſharp Afflictions, as Judgments for any 
ſecret Wickedneſs in him, as his Friends 
argued; but rather as Trials of his Faith 
and Patience; for God himſelf juſtifies 
concerning him, that there was none 
like him in all the World, à perfect and 
upright Man, one that feared God, and 
eſchewed Evil. 


And the Divine Providence ſeems to 
have ſingled him out on purpoſe to make 
him an illuſtrious Pattern to all ſucceed- 
ing Ages, of a ſtedfaſt Faith in him, 
and of an unſhaken Patience under the 


ſevereſt 
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ſevereſt Troubles. His Caſe was a pe- 
culiar Caſe ; but Men, in general, upon 
a thorough Examination of their Hearts 
and Ways, may find a ſufficient Reaſon 
for God's ſevereſt Dealings with them, 
in this Life. This therefore ſhould give 
a Check to all diftruſtful Complaints, 
on Account of the Afflictions that befall 
the righteous in this World ; for, after 
all, there is none ſo perfectly righteous, 


as not to deſerve the worſt that can hap- 
pen to him here. 


2dly. Another Reaſon why we ſhould 
not be too forward to complain againſt 
Divine Providence, 1s this, viz. that, 
though there be wicked Men, unto 
whom it happeneth according to the 
Work of the righteous yet their Con- 
dition 


of Good and Evi. I5 


dition may be ſo far from being happy, 
that it may really be miſerable ; for 
outward Proſperity is not always attend- 
ed with inward Felicity. Theſe may 
abound in Riches, and Honours, and all 
the external Goods of this Life; and yet, 
through ſome ſecret Vexations, fretting 
them, as a Moth doth a Garment, 
they may, under the Poſſeſſion of all 
Things, have no true Enjoyment of any 
Thing. The proper Seat of Happineſs 
is in the Mind : Inward Peace, and Sa- 
tisfaction, are the very Eſſence of Hap- 
pineſs, without which all outward Ac- 
commodations will contribute nothing. 
Now that theſe are not the Portion of 
wicked Men, Reaſon, and Scripture, 
teach us: They are like the troubled 


Sea, 
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Sea, when it cannot reſt. There is no 
Peace, faith God, to the wicked. 


The Senſe of their Guilt, and the 
Fears naturally conſequent thereon, muit 
give them perpetual Diſquiet, This 
will abate and embitter their Enjoyment 
of temporal good Things : for the moſt 
exquilite Pleaſure cannot extin guiſh the 
Senſe of Guilt, nor the higheſt Honours, 
and Dignities, ſet Men above the Fears, 
and Apprehenſions, of Divine Ven- 
geance. Nothing, but ſerious Religion, 


and Virtue, can give a Man Peace with 


God, and his own Conſcience; without 


which there can be no Happineſs; and 
ſuch Peace, it is evident, no wicked 
Men can have. Judge then whether it 

be 


of Good and Evil. t7 
be reaſonable, to fret ourſelves becauſe 
of the ungodly, or to murmur againſt 
Providence, on Account of their worldly 
Proſperity; when, notwithſtanding, 
we ſee they may be far from being in- 
wardly, and really happy. And I know 
not, whether the religious Man, who 
has Peace in his own Mind, and is in a 
State of Favour with God, may not 
have Cauſe to rejoice, for the Days, 
wherein he may have ſuffered Adverſity: 
However, the Sufferings of this Life are 
not worthy to be compared with the 
Glory that ſhall be revealed in him ; 
and under theſe Circumſtances, he ought 
to be happier, though under great tem- 
poral Adverſity, than a wicked Man, 
under the greateſt Succeſs and Proſ- 
perity. 
C If 
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If it be objected, that Experience 
| ſeems to contradict this, and that wick- 
ed Men ſeem to enjoy their good 
Fortune, without any apparent Signs 
of Diſquietude; to this it may be an- 
ſwered, that notwithſtanding Appear- 
ances, tis at the beſt, rank Hypocriſy ; 
fince 'tis impoſſible that they ſhould 
not feel the ſevere Rebukes of their 
Conſciences, and be alarmed with ter- 
rible Miſgivings of Mind. To ack- 
nowledge this indeed, would be pro- 
chiming that Wickedneſs, and there- 
fore they endeavour, by all poflible 
Means, to diſſemble what they cannot 
but feel; which they may perhaps be 
able to do, with fome tolerable Degree 
of Succeſs, in the Days of their Strength, 


and while they are capable of enjoying 
the 
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the World: But what will they do, 
When the evil Days come, in which 
they ſhall confeſs, they have no Pleaſure 
in any Thing? They will be fully ſen- 
ſible, at that Period, that it had been 
better, and happier for them, ſometimes 
to have been afflicted: For whereas un- 
interrupted Proſperity diverted them 
from the Care of their Souls, and a 
Regard for Eternity; Afflictions, if 
rightly improved, might, by the Grace 
of God, have been the Means of their 
reſpective Improvements, and procured 
them that Peace, which the World can- 
not give; and that Comfort and Hope 
in Death, without which the latter 
End muſt be bitter indeed, 


36ly, Again, we ought not to be too 
| C 2 haſty 
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haſty in our Reflections on Divine Pro- 


vidence, on Account of the Proſperity 
of the wicked, or the Adverſity of the 
righteous ; becauſe we Know not the 
Deſigns of Providence, nor what may 
be' the End of theſe Diſpenſations, even 
in this Life. God may be carrying on 
Deſigns, which if we could ſee to the 
End of, we ſhould be very well ſatisfied 
of the Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodneſs, 
of his Providence. He can bring 
Good out of Evil ; and caufe the Cala- 
mities that befall good Men, to turn 
even to their temporal Advantage. And 
if Godean, and does frequently, do this, 
it by no Means becomes us to impeach 
his Providence, on Account of any good 


Man's preſent Sufferings. 


The 
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The Caſe of Fo/eph is a very remark- 
able Inſtance of what I am ſpeaking of, 
and ſhews that God both can and does 
thus diſpoſe the Events of Things, when 
he ſees fit. His Sufferings were the very 
Means of his Proſperity and Advance- 
ment. As well might we wonder at 
the heavy Afflictions that befell upright 
Job, of whom God gives himſelf this 
Teſtimony, that there was none like 
him in all the Earth; yet we ſhall be 
well ſatisfied in this Point, when we 
read afterwards, how the Lord turned 
the Captivity of 7e, and gave him 
twice as much as he had before. Thus, 
as God can make the Sufferings of good 
Men turn to their temporal Advantage, 
ſoon the other Hand it often happens, 
by the wiſe Appointment of Providence, 

C 3 that 


22 On the unequal Diſtribution 


that the Proſperity of wicked Men 
ſhall prove a Snare to them. Solomon 


tells us, that the Proſperity of Fools 
ſhall deſtroy them, which is true, as 
well in a temporal, as a ſpiritual Senſe. 
This Conſideration ſupported David, 


when he confeſſed that he was ſo much 
ſtaggered at the Proſperity of the wick- 
ed, that his Feet were almoſt gone, his 


Treadings had well nigh flipt. 


For I was grieved, ſays he, at the 
Proſperity of the wicked. They come in 
no Misfortune hke other Falk, neither are 
they plagued like other Men. Then, after 
a long Deſcription of their Pride, he 


reſumes his Complaint concerning their 


Proſperity; Lo, theſe are the ungodly, 
theſe proſper in the World, and theſe have 
Riches 
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Riches in Poſſeſſion ; verily I have cleanſed 
my Heart in vain, and waſhed my Hands in 
Innocency. Afterwards he tells us, he 
thought to underſtand this, but it was too 
hard for him; until he went into the 
Sanctuary rf God; hen, ſays he, I under- 
ſtood the End of theſs Men; namely, how 
thou deft ſet them in flippery Places, and 
then caſteſt them down, and deſtroyeſt them. 
Oh how ſuddenly do they conſume, pe- 
riſb, and come to a fearful End ! yea, even 
like as a Dream when one awaketh, ſo 


ſhalt thou make their Image to vaniſh, 


If, then, this be the Method of Di- 
vine Providence, in his Conduct to 
Men, we ought not to complain at his 
Diſpenſations, before we ſee the End 
of them, For when the Plot opens, 


C4 - and 
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the whole Deſign is unravelled, the 
Reaſons of Providence will appear evi- 
dent to all, and we ſhall perceive, that 
God is righteous in all his Ways, and holy 
in all his Works. 


But after all, it muſt be confeſſed 
that this is not always the invariable 
Method of Providence, thus to turn 
the Captivity of the righteous, and to 
cut ſhort the Proſperity of the wicked, 
in this Life. For the Misfortunes of 
the one, and the Succeſs of the other, 
do ſometimes laſt as long as their Lives; 
ſo that while the one have enjoyed little, 
or nothing, of the good Things of this 
World, the other have rolled in Wealth 
and Splendor. Hard as this may appear, 
there is notwithſtanding good Reaſon, 

why 
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why we ſhould not complain and mur- 
mur at Divine Providence, on this Ac- 
count: Becauſe, 


4thly, The good, and evil Things, 
of this World, are not the proper, and 
final Rewards, and Puniſhments, of 
good, and bad Men. If indeed it were 
ſo, there would be juſt Matter of Aſto- 
niſhment 2nd Complaint, that they 
ſhould be fo blindly diſtributed. But 
fince there is another Life to come, and 
a future State of Retribution, where 
are laid up, for the righteous, Rewards 
incomparably greater, and where infi- 
nitely greater Puniſhments are reſerved 
for the wicked, we have no great Reaſon | 
to complain of the uncertain, and pro- 
miſcuous Diſtribution of Good and 
Evil, 
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Evil, in this World. This Life is only 
2 State of Probation : the laſt Judg- 
ments, and final Recompences of Men, 
will be in the other. And though the 
good Things of this Life are often 
diſpenſed to the righteous, as Bleſſings 
and Encouragements, and evil Things 
to the wicked, as Puniſhments; yet they 
are as often made uſe of by Providence, 
as Inſtruments of Diſcipline and Trial, 
Thus Proſperity, which to good Men is 


a Mark of God's Favour, and an Incite- 


ment to a more perfe& Virtue, may be 
indulged by God to bad Men, as an Ex- 
preſſion of his Patience, and an Invitation 
to Repentance : And ſo likewiſe Afflic- 
tions, which to bad Men are Tokens 
of God's Anger and Indignation, and 
an Earneſt of future Vengeance, may 


be 


| 
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be permitted to come upon good Men, 


as fatherly Corrections, (for no one is ſo 
good, as not to deſerve, or want Correc- 
tion,) or elſe for the Exerciſe and Im- 


provement of thejr Virtues here, and 
the Increaſe of their Reward here- 


after. 


And this is the Way of Providence, in 
this Life, to exerciſe Men with proper 
Diſcipline, not peremptorily to judge 
them, or finally to reward, and puniſh 
them. That will be the Buſineſs of 


the great Day, when we muſt all ap- 
pear before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, 
and receive every one according to what 


he hath done, whether it be good, or 
bad. 


From 
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From what has been ſaid, it appears 
then, That there is none of us ſo perfect- 
ly righteous, as not to deſerve all the 
Evils that can befall us in this Life: That 
notwithſtanding their outward Proſ- 
perity, the Condition of the wicked 
may be far from being happy : That 
we know not what the Purpoſes of Pro- 
vidence may be, and what the Proſperity 
of the wicked, and the Adverſity of 
the righteous, may end in, even in this 
Life: And that after all, the Good and 
Evil of this Life are not the final Re- 
wards, and Puniſhments, of good, and 
bad Men. And therefore though we 
could give no Reaſons at all, why God 
ſhould ſuffer the righteous to be afflict- 
ed, and the wicked to proſper, in this 
World, yet I conceive theſe which I have 

inſiſted 
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inſiſted upon are good Reaſons, why we 
ſhould not be too forward to complain 
of Divine Providence, or to doubt of 
the Wiſdom, Juſtice, or Goodneſs of it, 
upon this Account; which was the firſt 
Thing I propoſed to ſhew. 


The ſecond was, That there are ſome 
$eneral Reaſons to be given for ſuch a 
Diſpenfation of Things, in this World, 
and ſuch as will ſhew it to be very well 
conſiſtent with Wiſdom, Juſtice, and 
Goodnels. 


But this will afford Matter for another 
Diſcourſe. 


Now 
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Now to God the Father, Son and 


Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glo- 
ry, World without End. Amen. 
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There be juſt Men, unto whom it happen- 
eth according to the Work of the wicł- 
ed : again, there be wicked Men, to 
whom it happeneth according to the 
Work of the righteous. 


N a former Diſcourſe on thoſe 


Words, I purpoſed to ſhew, 


Iſt. That although we could give no 
Reaſons at all, why God ſhould 
D ſuffer 
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ſuffer the righteous to be afflict- 
| ed, and the wicked to proſper, 
in this World; yet ſtill there 
were good Reaſons to be given, 
why we ſhould not be too for- 
ward to complain of Divine 


Providence, or to doubt of the 
Wiſdom, Juſtice, or Goodneſs 
of God, on this Account. 


1/t. Becauſe the very beſt of Men 
are not ſo perfectly righteous, but that 
they may juſtly deſerve all the Evil that 
ean befall them in this World. 


2dly. Becauſe though the wicked 
may have the outward Means, and the 


Appearance of Happineſs, they may, 


notwithſtanding, from a Conſciouſneſs 
of 
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of Guilt, and the Fear of conſequent 


Puniſhment, be extremely miſerablo. 


A third Reaſon why we ſhould 
not be too haſty to complain againſt 
Divine Providence, was, Becauſe we 
know not the Deſigns of Providence, in 
the Government of the World, who 
maketh all Things work together for 
the Good of thoſe, who love and 


obey him. 


And laſtly, Becauſe the Good and 
Evil of this World, are not the proper 
final Rewards and Puniſhments of goo 3 
and bad Men. 


Theſe are certainly good Reaſons, 


why we ſhould not be raſh in our Con- 
D 2 cluſions, 
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cluſions, with reſpe& to the unequal 
Diſtribution of Good and Evil in this 
World. I proceed therefore to ſhew, 
in the ſecond Place, 


That there are ſome general Reaſons 
to be given for ſuch a Diſpenſa- 
tion of Things in this World, 
and ſuch as will ſhew it to be 


very conſiſtent with Wiſdom, 
Juſtice, and Goodneſs. 


And firſt, One probable Reaſon, 
why God does not always deal with 
Men exactly according to their Deſerts, 
is, becauſe ſuch an exact Diſtribution 
of Good and Evil, would lay ſuch a 
Neceflity upon the Wills of Men, and 
take ſo much from the Freedom of 


their 


x 
4 
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their Actions, as to render them in a 
manner incapable of moral Virtue, or 
Goodneſs, and conſequently of thoſe 
great and unſpeakable Rewards which 
we expect in another Life. If either 
Poverty, Sickneſs, or Diſgrace, were 
the conſtant and immediate Conſe- 
quences of Sin, and Wickedneſs; and if, 
on the other Hand, Virtue was infallibly 
attended with preſent Health, and Pro- 
ſperity; what Man alive could help 
avoiding Viee, and purſuing Virtue ? 
Such an immediate, and certain Diſtri- 
| bution of Rewards and Puniſhments, 
would lay fo forcible an Obligation on 
Men to eſchew Evil, and to do Good, 
that it would ſcarcely be their own Act, 
and they would be good and virtuous, 
rather out of Neceſſity, than Choice, 

D 3 | and 


= 
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and conſequently they could not be 
capable of any Reward for it. — We 
Chriſtians are aſſured that this Life is a 
State of Probation ; and that in the 
Life to come we are to be called to an 
Account, for what we have done in it ; 
and to be rewarded, or puniſhed, ac- 
cordingly. But what Proof could Men 


ive of their Virtue, and Sincerity, if 


i. they had ſuch neceſſitating Motives to 
1 Obedience; and the Practice of Virtue, 
1 and Religion, was ſo much their preſent 
„ Intereſt ? 

MY The moſt proper Method that we can 
| N conceive of governing rational Crea- 
F tures, ſuch as are accountable for their 
4M Actions, is, to leave Things ſo, that their 
941 : : 

| 0 moral Actions may flow from Choice, 
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and Freedom, as well as Intereſt. Their 
Wills ſhould be gently moved, and in- 
clined, and not violently compelled, or 
neceſſarily determined. But Hopes of 
future Bliſs, and Fears of future Pu- 
niſhments, are proper Motives, to in- 

cline a free Will, and conſiſtent enough 
with it. Now though theſe Hopes, 
and Fears, be never ſo well grounded, 
yet, conſidering that the Objects of 
them are future, and at a Diſtance, 
and require great Conſideration, to bring 
them near to us (whereas the Temp- 
tations of this World have the Advan- 
tage of being always preſent) Men, who 
are Beings, partly rational, and partly 
ſenſitive, may ſhew a great deal of Vir- | 


tue, in acting upon ſuch Motives. 


24 The 
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The Happineſs, and Miſery of the 
other World, is repreſented to us in ſa- 


cred Scripture under the Notion, and 


expreſsly called by the Name of Re- 
wards, and Puniſhments ; and, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Difputes about Free 
Will, Men muſt be ſuppoſed to have fo 
much Freedom of Choice in their Ac- 
tions, as not to be incapable of Reward 
or Puniſhment. This may be one Rea- 
ſon, why God does not always deal with 
Men exactly according to their Deſerts, 
but many times ſuffers the wicked to 
proſper, and the righteous to be afflict- 
ed, in this World. 


But becauſe the Force of this Argu- 
ment may not be fo obvious to every 


one's Capacity, I ſhall inſiſt no longer 


upon 


F 
E 
5 
| 
F 
5 


of Good and Evil. 41 


upon it, but paſs on in the ſecond Place 
to another probable, but plainer Reaſon, 
why God does not think fit always to 
make a preſent and viſible Difference 
between the Conditions of good and bad 
Men, but does frequently ſuffer the 
wicked to proſper, and the righteous 
to be afflicted, in this World; which is 
this, vig. That Men may not want Oc- 
caſion for the Exerciſe of divers Vir- 
tues and Graces, which are very reaſon- 
able, and highly becoming them ; ſuch 
as Faith, Hope, Truſt in God, and Pa- 
tience and Submiſſion to his Will un- 
der all Conditions. Theſe Duties are 
frequently mentioned in Scripture, and 
almoſt as often as any whatever. We 
every where meet with Exhortations to 
them, and with Promiſes and Examples 


of 
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of God's ſpecial Regard to thoſe good 
Men, that believe, hope, and truſt in 
him : and indeed there is good Reaſon 
for all this; becauſe there is nothing 
more natural, nothing more reaſonable, 
and proper for Creatures, endued with 
Reaſon, and made for Religion, than 
theſe. In effect, true and real Piety 
conſiſts in theſe Duties, and Virtues ; of 


which Prayer and Praiſes, and all other 


Acts of Worſhip, are but the outward 


Expreſſions, and Significations. 


Theſe Graces of Faith, Hope, and 
Dependance on God, neceſſarily ſup- 
poſe ſome Uncertainty, in the Diſpenſa- 


tions of Providence; without which, 


there would be no Room at all for the 
Exerciſe of them. The Apoſtle tells 


us, 


* 
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us, that Faith is the Evidence of Things 
not feen ; and again, What a Man ſeeth, 
why does he yet hope for? 


If theſe Men were to find, by conſtant 


Experience, that upon the Practice of 


Virtue, or Vice, would certainly follow 
Proſperity or Adverſity, Health or Sick- 
neſs, what would become of thoſe ex- 
cellent Virtues, or Graces ? In this Caſe, 
contrary to the Scriptures, we ſhould 
walk, not by Faith, but by Sight. Hope 


would be turned into certain Enjoy- 


ment ; but as to Truſt in God, and 


Submiſſion to his Will, there could cer- 
tainly be no Room for the Exerciſe of 


them. Could a Man be ſaid properly 


to believe, hope, or truſt in God, for 
What 


44 On the unequal Diſtribution 
what he is aſſured of by daily and con- 


ſtant Experience > 


But ſuppoſe we might call it believing, 
hoping, and the like, yet no Man will 
think it any great Inſtance of Virtue, 
to believe, hope, or truſt in God, that 
after Night will ſucceed Day, or that 
after foul Weather will come fair, which 
are Things, we are ſure, will come 
to paſs, as long as the Sun and Moon 


endureth. 


Juſt as great an Inftance of Virtue 
would it be to believe, hope, and truſt 
in God, if Godlineſs was conſtantly at- 
tended with Succeſs and Proſperity, and 


Wickedneſs, with Trouble and Adver- 


ſity. 
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ſity. In like manner, if Mens For- 


tunes and Conditions were always ex- 
actly anſwerable to their Deſerts, it is 
impoſſible there ſhould be any ſuch 
thing as Patience and Reſignation to 
the Will of God, which are Virtues, to 
be learnt only, and tried in the School 
of Adverſity. In order, therefore, that 
theſe Virtues may ſhine forth, and be 
practiſed to Advantage, it is requiſite 
that there ſhould be ſome Inequality in 
the Diſpenſations of Providence here, 
and that Things ſhould ſometimes hap- 
pen alike to all Men. 


And Men do then, and then only, 
ſhew a true Faith, Hope, and Truſt in 
God, and a perfect Submiſſion to his 
Will, when they perſiſt in their Duty, 

though 
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though they find, they are not likely to 
meet with their Reward in this Life. 
This therefore may fairly be ſuppoſed 
to be another Reaſon, why God does 
not always deal with Men, exactly ac- 
cording to their Deſerts, but eſpecially 
why he ſuffers the righteous to be af- 
flicted, for the Trial and Exerciſe of 
their Virtue, in theſe particular Inftances 
of Duty. 


Nor will this any way refle& on the 
Juſtice, or Goodneſs of God. For, as 
we have already obſerved, ſuch Men 
will be made infinitely more than 
Amends for their preſent Sufferings, 
which are not worthy to be compared 
with the Glory that ſhall be revealed 
in them, or the Rewards they ſhall re- 


ceive 
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ceive hereafter. And beſides we are 
aſſured, that thoſe Rewards ſhall in- 
creaſe in Proportion to Mens Sufferings 
here, and that theſe Afflictions, which 
are but light, when compared with 
thoſe Rewards, and may properly enough 
be ſaid to be but for a Moment, in 
Compariſon of Eternity, ſhall work for 
them a far more exceeding, as well as 


eternal Weight of Glory. 


A third, and more probable 
Reaſon, why God does not deal with 
Men exactly according to their Deſerts 
here, is, becauſe it would, in a great 
Meaſure, hinder the Exerciſe of his 
beloved Attribute, his Goodneſs, and 
leave little, or no Room, for that Effect 
of it which Men haye Reaſon chiefly to 


admire 


r 
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admire and adore, (as having moſt Oc 
caſion for it) I mean his Patience and 
Long-ſuffering towards Sinners. For 
though ſome Men, by their Objections 
and Complaints againſt Providence, 
ſeem to deſire, that the Way of the 
wicked never ſhould proſper, in the 
leaſt, yet how could God otherwiſe 
ſhew his Patience and Long-ſuffering 
towards Sinners? What then muſt. be- 
come of the greateſt Part of Mankind ? 
Tt is very ſtrange therefore, that we 
ſhould complain againſt Providence, on 
this Account; and certainly we muſt 
either Aal ourſelves to be ſomething 
more than Men, or at leaſt to be paſt 
all Danger of ſinning, whenever we 
do ſo. 


O the 


. * 
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O the Wiſdom, and Goodneſs of God ! 
how great the Folly, and Preſumption 
of Men ! God, who conſiders whereof 
we are made, and remembers that we 
are but Duſt, is not extreme to mark 
what we have done amiſs, and does not 
take thoſe Advantages of his Creatures, 
which his Power would enable him, or 
his Juſtice permit him to do ; but is pa- 
tient and long-ſuffering toward them, 
and had rather his Goodneſs ſhould lead 
them, than his Severity drive them, to 


Repentance. 


And yet ſuch is the Folly and Pre- 
ſumption of ſome of us, that we are apt 
not only to complain, but to doubt of 
the Divine Providence, upon this Ac- 
count. We will not believe, that God 

E does 
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does either regard what is done in the 
World, or that he governs it wiſely, un- 
leſs Virtue, and Vice, meets immediately 
with its juſt Reward : unleſs every good 
Man be immediately crowned with 
Bleſſings, we think there are no Bleſ- 
ſings in Store for the righteous : and 
unleſs every Sinner be preſently thun- 
derſtruck, or ſome Way viſibly puniſh- 
ed, we imagine there is no Puniſhment 
for the wicked; and we cannot but 
believe that all Things will happen alike 
to all, and that even at the laſt there 
will be but one Event, to the righte- 


ous, and to the wicked. 


But let us conſider a little : Can we 
think it to be a juſt and reaſonable Ob- 


jection againſt a preſent Providence, and 


a future 
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a future Judgment, that God is merci- 
ful, long-ſuffering, flow to Anger, and 
does not immediately pour out his In- 
dignation, and execute Vengeance upon 
ſinful Men? — Or ſhould we be better 
ſatisfied with the Diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence, if God ſhould always deal with 
Men exactly according to their De- 
ſerts ? 


I am perſuaded that neither would 
this do. If we be fo ready to object to 
the preſent Diſpenſations of Providence, 
I fear we ſhould find as much, or more 
Reaſon to do it, if the good, and evil 
Things of this Life, were always exact- 
ly diſtributed according to the Merits 
of Mankind. Indeed ſome extraordi- 
nary good Men might fare ſomething 

| E 2 the 


52 On the unequal Diſtribution 


the better for this: but, alas! how 


ſmall is the Number of thoſe, in Com- 
pariſon with the wicked! And who is 
there, that can pretend to be ſo good, 
as not to deſerve a great deal of Trouble 
and Affliction, if God ſhould deal with 
us after our Doings, and reward us ac- 


cording to our Deſerts ? 


If God ſhould conſtantly ſhew him- 
ſelf, and aſſert his Providence, in the 
immediate Puniſhment of Sin here, what 
a Scene of Miſery and Woe would this 
be! Indeed; ſuch a Diſtribution of 
Things would be a convincing Proof of 
God's Power, and Sovereignty ; neither 


would it be repugnant to his Juſtice; 


but, I doubt, we ſhould not think it 


very well conſiſtent with his Goodneſs. 
—And 


Soc 
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And though this might effectually 


cure all Infidelity, and convince us un- 
deniably of the Exiſtence, and Power of 
God, yet it would give us ſo terrible an 
Idea of him, that we could never hearti- 
ly love God; and though we could not 
queſtion his Providence, yet we ſhould 
be uneaſy in ſuch a Situation, and con- 


tinually complaining againſt it. 


But ſome perhaps will here ſay, that 
they are not. for ſuch a rigid Diſtribu- 
tion of Things as this. What then 
would they have? Would they have 
God bear with Sinners a while, and not 
be too haſty in taking Vengeance upon 
them? Why do they then complain, 
that God ſuffers the wicked to proſper, 
which is nothing elſe but bearing with 
Wy [> 3 them, 
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34 


them, and reſpiting their Puniſhment 
for the preſent ? Now if we grant, that 
God may forbear puniſhing wicked Men, 
how long this ſhall be, we muſt leave 
to his infinite Wiſdom, who knows beſt 
what Men deſerve, how he will deal 
with them afterwards, and what is beſt 
for the good Government of the World 
in general. 


Either we muſt therefore be content, 
that God ſhould never exerciſe the leaſt 
Patience towards Sinners, but deal with 
us immediately according to our Deſerts, 
pr elſe we muſt never complain about 
the Proſperity of the wicked. For that 
God ſhould let Things take their 
Courſe, and ſuffer a Sinner, whois in a 


flouriſhing Condition, to go on ſtill and 


proſper, 


« 
jo 
N 
\ 
1 
1 
| 
»* 
4 
* 
> 
w 
+ 
x 
— 
4 


; en, n | 
Mc. N 28 ED. eee S 


[A 


= Wo Saf Peay wg. 


r 


of Good and Evil. 55 


proſper, what is this but exerciſing a 


little Patience and Long-ſuffering to- 


wards him, and thereby engaging him 


to Repentance ? 


And who can find Fault with theſe 
Proceedings? Who can fay, this is a juſt 
and reaſonable Objection againſt Divine 


Providence? Eſpecially ſince the Reve- 


lations of a future State by the Goſpel, 
wherein we learn, that the good Things 
the wicked enjoy in this Life, if not 
improved to their Repentance and A- 
mendment, will but add to their Miſery 


in the next. 


4thly. I ſhall mention but one more 
Reaſon, why God many times ſuffers 
the wicked to proſper, and the righ- 
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teous to be afflicted, in this World; and 


that is, that Men may live under a con- 
ſtant Senſe and Expectation of a future 


Judgment, and of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments to come hereafter, | 


I am not ignorant, that this has been 
the very Thing that has ſtaggered the 
Belief of ſome with reſpect to a Provi- 
dence, and conſequently of a Judgment 
to come hereafter. But it will require 
but a few Words to ſhew, and a little 
Conſideration to perceive, that the Want 
of an exact Diſtribution of Rewards 
and Puniſhments in this World, ſhould 
rather be looked upon as an Argument 
cf future Judgment, than an Objection 
againſt a preſent Providence. 


For 
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For if Men receive not their De- 
ſervings in this Life, tis rational to con- 
clude, that they will be dealt with here- 
after according to their Works. But 
becauſe this is not done in this Life, to 
deny both a governing Providence here, 
and a future Judgment to come, is both 
a fooliſh, and a dangerous Concluſion. 
Por before a Man can ſafely make 
ſuch an Inference, he muſt be very ſure, 
that God cannot govern the World, with 
ſuch an exact Diſtribution of Good and 
Evil, in this Life, and that no good 
Reaſons can be given, why, if there be a 
Providence, there ſhould not be an exact 
Diſpenſation of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments here, But ſuch Reaſons have 
been already given ; and conſequently it 


will appear, that it is a wiſe and neceſſary 


Expedient 
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Expedient to keep up in Mens Minds a 
ſteady Belief, and a conſtant Senſe, of a 
future Judgment, and of the Rewards 
and Puniſhments of the Life to come. 
For if the Fortunes and Conditions of 
Men in this World were always ſtrictly 
anſwerable to their reſpective Deſerts, 
even good Men might poſſibly be tempt- 
ed to conclude, that they had their Por- 
tion here, and bad Men might think, 
that there was nothing worſe for them 
to fear hereafter, 


Now this would be a great Prejudice 
againſt the Belief of a future State; and 
conſequently, as it would be a great Diſ- 
couragement to the virtuous, ſo nei- 
ther would it be a ſufficient Reſtraint to 
the wicked. | 

For 
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For if the righteous were ſure to enjoy 
the greateſt Portion of the good Things 
in this World, yet if in this Life only 
they had Hope, they would dread the 
continual Approach of their Diſſolu- 
tion, and would reflect with Regret and 
Sorrow, that in a ſmall Space of Time, 
they ſhould be in no better Condition 
than the wicked. — And fo on the other 
hand, if the wicked were afflicted, in 
the higheſt Degree, they would comfort 
themſelves, that their Puniſhments 
would end with this ſhort Life, which, 
if not an Encouragement to them in 
their Wickedneſs, would be of very 
little Force to reclaim them from it : 
and if their Afflictions were too great 
for their Patience, or their Inclinations 


to Vice too ſtrong to be reſiſted, what 
ſhould 
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ſhould hinder them from putting an End 
to their Trouble and their Life at once? 
From whence 'tis evident, that Men 
ought always to live under the conſtant 
Senſe and Expectation of Immortality, 
and a future State. And therefore, when 
this great and fundamental Principle of 
all Religion, which probably derived its 
Original from a divine Revelation to 
our firſt Parents, came in Proceſs of 


Time to be mixt with fabulous Inven- 


tions, as to ſeem leſs credible to the wile - 


Men of the World, though but few po- 
fitively denied it, it pleaſed God to ſend 


his only begotten Son into the World 


for this, among other Purpoſes, to bring 


Life and Immortality to Light by the 


Goſpel; to make a clear and expreſs 
Reyelation of it, and of a future Judg- 


ment, 
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ment, and to give us a full Aſſurance of 
all this, by his Reſurrection from the 
dead. 


Notwithſtanding all which Evidence, 
it would be no ſmall Prejudice to the 


ſincere Belief of future Rewards and Pu- 


niſhments, at leaſt it would divert the 


Minds of Men from the ſerious Conſi- 
deration of them, if they were always 
puniſhed, or rewarded, according to their 
Deſerts in this Life. Whereas the In- 
equality and Uncertainty of the preſent 


Diſpenſations of Providence greatly 


ſtrengthen the Credibility of a future 
State of Retribution ; if any Thing can 
add to the Belief of a Matter, already 
expreſsly revealed by God. However, 


it affords to Men frequent Occaſions to 
call 
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call it to Mind, which in all Probabi= 
lity they would not otherwiſe do. 


This therefore may, for ought we 
know, be another Reaſon, why God 
does not always deal with Men exactly 
according to their Deſerts here, but ſuf- 
fers the righteous to be afflicted, and 
the wicked to proſper ; that Men may 
live under the conſtant Senſe and Ex- 
pectation of a future Judgment, and of 


Rewards and Puniſhments in another 


World. 


Thus have I endeavoured to prove a 
divine ſuperintending Providence, by 
ſhewing, 1ſt, That though we could 
give no Reaſons at all, why God ſhould 
ſuffer the wicked to proſper, and the 
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righteous to be afflifted, in this World, 
yet ſtill that there is abundant Reaſon, 
that we ſhould not be too forward to 
complain, or to doubt of the Wiſdom, 
Juſtice, or Goodneſs of God's Provi- 
dence, on that Account. And 2dly, I 
have ſhewn that there are really divers 
good Reaſons to be given, why God 
ſhould ſuffer the wicked to proſper, and 
the righteous to be afflicted ſometimes ; 
and they are ſuch Reaſons, as ſufficiently 
ſhew ſuch a Diſtribution of Things in 
this World, to be very conſiſtent with a 
wife, juſt, and good Providence, and a 
ſtrong Argument in Favour of a future 
Judgment. I ſhall therefore only add a 
Word or two by Way of Exhortation. 


Let us then not murmur againſt Di- | 


vine 
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vine Providence, and eſpecially let us 
beware of entertaining any Doubt, or 
Diſbelief of it. 


Let it not ſtagger our Faith, to ſee 
the wicked proſper, or the righteous to 
be afflicted. For this, as we have ſeen, 
is contiſtent enough with a wiſe, juſt, 
and good Providence, and the Govern - 
ment of this World, which 1s only a 
State of Trial and Diſcipline, in order 
to another State; where all the Inequa- 
lities in the preſent Diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence will be fully accounted for, 
and God will render to every Man ac- 


cording to his Works. 


Neither let us be tempted to do Evil, 
and diſcouraged in the Practice of Vir- 


tue 
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and Religion, though we do not al- 


ways meet with our Reward here ; and 


though it goes as well ſometimes, or bet- 


ter, with the wicked, than with the righ- 


teous, in this World. For, as the wiſe 
Man ſpeaks, Though a Sinner do Evil an 
hundred times, and his Days be prolonged, 
yet ſurely I know, it ſhall be well with 
them that fear God. The Time will 
come, when the wicked ſhall pay dear 
for their preſent Proſperity; and the 
_ righteous ſhall have Cauſe to rejoice in 
the End, for the Days in which they 
ſuffered Adverſity. 


God grant to us all the Grace, and 
the Wiſdom, to look chiefly at the 
Things which are eternal, and ſo to ap- 


prove ourſelves to him, by a conſtant 
F | Per- 
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Perſeverance in well doing, and patient 
Submiſſion to all the Diſpenſations of 
his good Providence, that whatever our 
Condition may be in this Life, we may 
have a comfortable Expectation, and a 
reaſonable Aſſurance of being eternally 
happy in the Life to come, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord! Amen. 
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Then came Peter to him, and ſaid, Lord, 
how oft ſhall my Brother fin againſt 
me, and I forgive him? Till ſeven 
Times? 

Jeſus ſaith unto him, IT ſay not unto thee, 
Until feven Times; but, Until ſeventy 
Times ſeven, 


S the Jews, by the peculiar 


Appointment of God, were 
ſeparated from other Nations, 


in order that they might continue a diſ- 
FR - tin, 
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tin, and peculiar People; they enter- 
tained unreaſonable Prejudices againſt 
their idolatrous Neighbours, and did 
not conſider them as entitled to the 
common Offiges of Humanity. 


Even in their Commerce with each 
other, their Law of Retaliation was fo 
favourable to the Paſſion of Reven ge, 
and ſo far ſcreened it under the ſpecious 
Name of Juſtice, that no Cruelty was 
imputed to the Man who claimed the 
Benefit of the Law in its moſt ſevere 
and literal ſenſe, who demanded an Eye 
for an Eye, and a Teoth for a Tooth. 


In order to remove theſe Prejudices 
from the Minds of the If atlites, with 


Regard 
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Regard to thoſe, whom they did not con- 
ſider as the Children of Abraham, and 
conſequently as not entitled to their 
good Offices, our Lord frequently ex- 
horts them to univerſal Benevolence ; 
tells them that all Men are equally allied 
to them; that all are Sons of one 


common Father, who is in Heaven. 


This Doctrine of univerſal Charity, 
he calls a new Commandment ; and on 
this turns the famous Parable of the 
Samaritan, who relieved the wounded 
Jeu, though a reputed Enemy to his 
own Nation: For the Jes had no 
Dealing. with the Samaritans. 


And that he might ſoften the Severity 
ef their Manners in their Commerce 
F 4 with 
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with each other, he continually infiſts 


on the Forgiveneſs of Injuries, as a 


moſt neceſſary Duty. He abrogates, in 


expreſs Words, the harſh Law of Re- 
taliation. Ye have heard, ſays he, that 
it has been ſaid, an Eye for an Eye, and 
a Tooth for a Tooth : But I ſay unto 
you, that you reſiſt not Evil; but whoſo- 
ever ſhall ftrite thee on thy right Check, 
turn to him the other alſo, i. e. Whereas 


«you have been educated in the harſh 


« Diſcipline of the Moſaical Inſtitution, 
and there learnt that Revenge is a Paſ- 
* ſion authorized and allowed by Heaven, 
** and that you ought to demand an ade- 
e quate Retribution for any Injury that 
you may ſuffer; I aſſure you, this Prin- 


* ciple 1s contrary to that Spirit of Bene- 


te volence, which every Man ſhould che- 


c riſh 


„ eee eee eee 


2 
. 


PPP 


On the Forgiveneſs of Injuries. 73 


* riſh to the utmoſt: and if upon receiv- 
ing Injuries you can forgive the Au- 
* thors of them; if you patiently ſubmit 
* to them without a Wiſh of Revenge, 
« your Reward will be great in Heaven ; 
« you will recommend yourſelves by 
this Behaviour to that God, who is 
* ſlow to puniſh, and whoſe Mercy is 


« everlaſting.” 


Theſe Leſſons, namely, of univerſal 
Charity, and of the Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
our Saviour had frequently inculcated 
and repeated to his Diſciples in particular, 
as well as to the Multitude in general. — 
St. Peter who was one of the moſt zea- 
lous of his Maſter's Followers, and 
always deſirous to know his Will, deſires 


an accurate, and preciſe Knowledge, of 


this 
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this new Duty; for, as a Jew, the 
Law had never inſtructed him in it. He 
faid, Lord, bow often ſhall my Brother 
fin againſt} me, and I forgive bim? Till 
ſeven Times? — He conceived at leaſt 
that there muſt be ſome Bounds fixed 
to this mild Spirit of Forgiveneſs; he 
had no Notion, that, though offended 
by repeated Inſults, he muſt ſtill ſuppreſs 
every Sentiment of Revenge, and there- 
fore aſks, how often he muſt repeat this 
Acquieſcence under Injuries. But the 
Anſwer which he received from his Maſ- 
ter, proved to him that he did not yet 
know the Extent of this truly Evange- 
lical Duty: I /zy not unto thee, Until ſeven 
Times; but, Until ſeventy Times ſeven. I 
« will preſcribe no Limits to your 
„% Mercy; but as often as a Brother 
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« offends, fo often it is your Duty to 
* forgive him.“ 


Our Lord then proceeds to explain 
to St. Peter, the Force and Extent of 
this Duty, under an appoſite Simi- 
litude 


c y ets 


Therefore is the Kingdom of Heaven 
likened unto a certain King, which would 
fake Account of his Servants. 


ths Eat aan. e 


The Word therefore connects the 
Parable with what went before; and 
ſhews, that it is intended as a Proof of 
the Duty before laid down, that our 
Forgiveneſs of Injuries muſt not be 
limited, but commenſurate to the Of- 
fences committed, 
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The Kingdom of Heaven generally 
means in the New Teſtament, and par- 
ticularly when introduced, as it fre- 
quently is, into the Parables of our 
Lord, the Gofpel Diſpenſation ; or, that 
Religion, which was founded by Chriſt, 
and propagated by his Apoſtles. . The 
Forgiveneſs of Sins therefore being a 
Duty peculiarly enjoined by the Goſpel; 
this Hiſtory, which is introduced in 
Support of that Duty, is repreſented as 
like the Kingdom of Heaven ; i. e. God's 
Dealing with Men, when they under- 
ſtand the Duties enjoined by the Goſpel, 
will be ſimilar to the Conduct of 4 
certain King, which would take Account 
of his Servants. 

And when he had begun to reckon, one 


Was 
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Was brought unto him which owed him 


ten thouſand talents—An enormous 


Debt, and which it was not poſſible 


that he could ever diſcharge !—What 
Anguiſh of Soul muſt he daily expe- 
rience, when he felt himſelf weighed 
down with ſo heavy a Load ! when he 
could neither ſhake off his Burthen, 
nor had Strength to bear it ! What 


continual Apprehenſion muſt he labour 


under, leſt his Lord ſhould extend 
againſt him the iron Hand of Power, 
and confine him in a loathſome Priſon ! 
But how dreadful muſt be his Condi- 
tion, when he heard the cruel Sentence 


of Slavery pronounced againſt himſelf, 


and all that was dear to him ! when 
his Lord commanded him to be fold, and 
his 
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his Wife, and Children, and all that he 
had, and Payment to be made ! 


One may eaſily figure to one's ſelf his 
Diſtreſs upon this trying Occaſion.— 
Driven from his Houſe, with his Wife, 
and Infants, into Captivity, without the 
leaſt Proſpe& of Redemption; he would 
wiſh, in the Anguiſh of his Soul, even 
for Death itſelf, as the only Remedy 
of his Misfortunes, was it not that 
he would leave thoſe behind him, 
who are dearer to him than himſelf, 
and whoſe Calamities would be aggra- 
vated by the Loſs of his Society. He. 
has no Refuge therefore but in- the 
Mercy of his Maſter ; and having pro- 
bably abuſed his Liberality, and waſted 
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his Subſtance by Intemperance, how 


can he preſume to expect Indulgence 
from him lt is the Privilege, how- 


ever, of Miſery to apply for Relief, 


even where it has the leaſt Right to 
hope, and the leaſt Probability of ob- 
taining it. He fell down, and worſhip- 
ped him, ſaying, Lord, have Patience 
with me, and I will pay thee all —Pay 
him all! How ſhould he pay him ? 
the Debt was enormous ; the Payment 
of it impoſſible, —This is thrown out 


only in the Anguiſh of his Heart, 


without reflecting that by the utmoſt 
Induſtry and F rugality he could never 
amaſs fo large a Sum, as to ſatisfy the 
juſt Demand of his Maſter. His Lord 
knew this; but being ſtrongly affected 
with ſuch a Scene of Diſtreſs, be was 

5 moved 
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moved with Compaſſion, and looſed him, 
and forgave him the Debt. 


Who can read this Account, and 
not admire the Goodneſs, and Libe- 
rality, of him, who voluntarily gave 
up fo large a Debt, to a Perſon, who 
probably had but ill deſerved ſuch 
Kindneſs, from mere Motives of Com- 
paſſion, and Humanity ? Who but 
muſt rejoice to find a Man, whoſe 
Family depended on him for Support, 
thus reſcued from the Jaws of Deftruc- 
tion, and placed in ſuch a Situation, 
as enabled him again to maintain them 
in a Degree of Comfort, if not of 
Splendor His ſubſequent Conduct, 
no Doubt, whatever his former Be- 
haviour might have been, proved him 


not 
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not altogether unworthy of his Maſter's 
Favour. 


But mark the Event ; and obſerve 
how impoſlible it is, to make any Im- 
preſſion on a Heart callous and ob- 
durate. 


The fame Servant went out, and found 
one of his Fellow-Servants who owed 
him an hundred Pence.—80 trifling a 


Sum as this, one would imagine, in the 


Joy of his Heart he would pay no 


Attention to; but make his Fellow- 
Servant in ſome Degree a Partaker of 


his Happineſs, by cancelling the Ob- 


| ligation at once.—Far from it: and 


we cannot proceed in this Hiſtory, 


without lamenting the wretched De- 


G pravity 
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pravity of a Heart, Joſt to all the 
ſoft Affections of Pity, and unmoved 
by thoſe Calamities in another, from 
which himſelf had been ſo unexpeQed- 
ly relieved. —He laid Hands on him, 
and took him by the Throat, ſaying, Pay 
me that thou oweſt. And bis Fellow 
Servant fell down at his Feet, and be- 
Sought him, ſaying, Have Patience with 
me, and I will pay thee all. — Theſe 
were the very Words which, in his 
own Caſe, had moved his Lord to 
Compaſſion : but he was incapable of 
being ſoftened ; e went, and caſt him 
into Priſon, ill be ſhould pay the Debt. 


The Servants of the Family were fo 
much affected by this Circumſtance, 
- and felt ſuch Indignation at this Crue]- 


ty 
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ty and Ingratitude, that they deter- 
mined to lay the whole Affair before 
their Lord. They did ſo: and the 
Conſequence was what might be ex- 
pected; His Lord, after that he had called 
him, ſaid unto him, O thou wicked Ser- 
vant, I forgave thee all that Debt, be- 
cauſe thou defiredſi me: Shouldſt not thou 
alſo have had Compaſſion on thy Fellow- 
Servant, even as had Pity on thee 9— 
And his Lord was wroth, and delivered 
him to the Tormentors, till be ſhould pay 
all that was due unto him. 


Thus ends the Parable; which 
whoever reads, will rather rejoice, 
that a Man ſo cruel, and unforgiving, 
received the juſt Reward of his brutal 
Diſpoſition, than pity him in the Midſt 

G 2 of 
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of his Sufferings. The Inference which 
our Lord draws from it is this; So lite- 
wiſe ſhall my heavenly Father do alſo unto 
you, if ye from your Hearts forgive not 
every one his Brother their Treſpaſſes. 


According to this Inference, let us 
endeavour to faſhion our Conduct; 
and in order that we may be induced fo 
to do, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you, 
how fatal it is to indulge a Deſire of 
Revenge, let the Injuries, which we 


have received, be ever fo great. 


But before I proceed to this, it will not 
be improper to obviate an Objection, 
that will be ſtarted by ſome, who are apt 
to conſider a patient Acquieſcence under 
repeated Inſults, as a Mark of a mean and 

cowardly 
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cowardly Diſpoſition. —Shall a Man 
of Spirit tamely ſubmit to diſgraceful 
Indignities ? Shall a Man of Honour 
quietly. fit down, and inſtead of repel- 
ling Force by Force, think it a Proof 


of Virtue, to rejoice in his Infamy ? 


No Man need be told what dreadful 
Havock and Devaſtation has been made 
in the World by that Phantom Honour; 
a Word which is in the Mouth of 
every Man, and which few Men un- 
derſtand; a Word, that ſerves as well 
to cover the dark Deſigns of an Aſſaſſin, 
as to dignify the Man of real Courage. 
How many Families have loſt their 
Support, and Protection; how many 
Sons and Huſbands have fallen a Sa- 
crifice at the Altars of this Idol !—But 
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I will venture to aſſert, that there is 
more true, and real Fortitude, in dar- 
ing to forgive an Injury, than in daring 
to puniſh it. If you are offended, for- 
give ; if the Offence is repeated, forgive 
again. If no Forbearance on your Part 
will reclaim the Offender, or bring 
him to a Senſe of his Duty, refer your 
Cauſe to a higher Tribunal: Ven- 
geance is mine; I will repay, ſaith the 
Lord. 


I ſhall now proceed to ſhew, how 


fatal it is to indulge a Deſire of Re- 


venge. 


And firſt; There is Nothing that 
tends ſo much to make a Man unhappy 
even in this Life, as to fit plotting the 
| Deſtruc- 
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Deſtruction of another.—A dark Soul 


brooding over its horrid Schemes of 
Malice, is a moſt exact Repreſentation 
of that evil Spirit, who is deſcribed as 
ever meditating the Deſtruction of 
Mankind, and rejoicing in Nothing, 
but the Diſtreſs of others. Nations that 
are moſt immerſed in Barbariſm, are ob- 
ſerved to be the moſt violently actuat- 
ed by this Principle ; and the Accounts 
that we have of thoſe ſavage People, 
abound with Stories of Cruelty, inſti- 
gated by Revenge. In Proportion as 


Men approach to a more poliſhed, and 
civilized State, their Manners are more 
ſoftened, and their Paſſions more ſub- 
dued. 


But what muſt be the Situation of 
G 4 that 
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that Mind, which is intent on Nothing 
butexecuting its black Deſigns, and com- 
paſſing the Deſtruction of the Object 
of its Hatred Though convulſed 
with all the Agonies of Paſſion, a Man 
in this Condition mult frequently ſmooth 
his Brow, and wear a Face of Indiffe- 
rence, ſometimes of Friendſhip, in 
order that he may gain a better Op- 
portunity of compleating his Deſign. 
What he intends for the Miſery of 
others, proves a greater Source of 
Miſery to himſelf. Reſtleſs, and un- 
eaſy under this Fever of the Soul, he 
muſt frequently ſubmit to the Morti- 
fication of being Witneſs to the Proſ- 
perity of him he hates; and wait 
with tedious Impatience for an Op- 
portunity of executing, what per- 
haps 


; 
5 
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od 
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haps may never be in his Power to 
perform, 


But ſecondly; Nothing is ſo directly 
contrary to the Spirit of Chriſtianity, 
as an unforgiving Temper. We are 
called upon by every Motive, not of 
Humanity only, but of Religion alſo, 
to aſſiſt thoſe who are in Need, to 
pardon thoſe who have offended. 
Every Page of the Goſpel is full of 
Precepts directing us to love our Neigh= 
bour as ourſelves ; commanding us to 
be mild, merciful, eaſy to be intreated. 
We are exhorted by the moſt powerful 
of all Motives, even by the Love that 
Chriſt bore to us, 20 love one another. 
And wherever this Affection hath taken 
Root in the Mind, it is impoſſible that 

there 
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there can be any Place for Rancour, or 
Malice. Theſe Paſſions are the genuine 
Offspring of a determined Hatred : into 
the Heart which is warmed by Bene- 
volence they can find no Entrance. 
No Man can at once be the Servant of 
Chriſt, and Satan, As the former is 
the Author of every gentle and merciful 
Aﬀection, ſo is the latter of every 
black and boiſterous Paſſion. But 
Malice, and Revenge, above all others 
proceed from him, who was a Mur- 
therer from the Beginning ; who, from 
the very Foundation of the World, 
took a Delight in deſtroying the Hap- 
pineſs of Man, and alienating him from 
his God; and who to this Moment 


continues to ſeduce him from his Duty, 
by pouring into his Heart all his Veſ- 
— 2 ſels 
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ſels of Rancour, and letting him looſe, 
as a Beaſt of Prey, to the Ruin and 
Deſtruction of his Fellow-creatures. 


Thirdly, and laſtly ; If we expect 
from God Forgiveneſs of our Sins, we 
muſt alſo forgive thoſe who have offend- 
ed us.—Can any one preſume to ap- 
proach the Throne of Grace, with an 
Eye of Contrition, and a Look of Peni- 
tence, aſking Pardon for his Offences ; 
while at the ſame Time he is actuated 
by Motives of Spleen and Malice againſt 
thoſe, who have affronted him ? For- 
give us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them, that treſpaſs againſt us: Thus 
are we taught to pray by the Saviour 
of the World. We aſk for God's 
Favour upon no other Footing, than 
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as we extend our Mercy to others. 
And if we cannot prevail upon our- 
ſelves to overlook thoſe trifling Inſults, 
which we are expoſed to from thoſe 
who are placed in the fame Rank of 
Creation with ourſelves ; how can we 
expect an Indemnity for thoſe groſs 
Affronts, thoſe repeated Inſults, which 
we have committed againſt the Gover- 
nor of the World ? 


That a Spirit of Gentleneſs and For- 
bearance may univerſally prevail ; that 
Men may be drawn together by the 
ſtrong Cords of Love, and Affection, 
as Sons of the ſame Father, and Diſci- 
ples of the fame Lord; that all Malice 
and Envy, together with all Strife, and 
Evil-ſpeaking, may be entirely remov- 

ed 
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ed from among us, God of his infinite 
Mercy grant! and may he move our 
Hearts to a Forgiveneſs of one another, 


even as he, for Chriſt's Sake, hath for- 
given us! 
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SERMON IV. 


ON THE 


T TR GO ey 


OF THE 


PHARISEE and PUBLICAN, 


SERMON IV. 


LEE XVIII. 14. 


J Fell you, this Man went down to his 
Houſe juſtified rather than the other - 
For every one that exalteth himſelf, 
ſhall be abaſed; and he that humbleth 
himſelf, ſhall be exalted. 


= HIS is the Concluſion of a 

| Parable delivered by our Lord 
unto certain Perſons, which 

truſted in themſelves that they were 


righteous, and deſpiſed others. And in 
H order 


98 On the Parable of the 


order that you may ſee the full Mean- 
ing of our Saviour's Diſcourſe upon this 
| Occaſion, and make the proper Infe- 
1 rences from it, I propoſe 


a Iſt. To ſet before you the Occa/ion 
of the Parable. 


Uuaiy. The Parable itſelf, with ſuit- 
able Reflections upon it. 


IIIdly. I ſhall prove to you the 
Truth of the Firſt Propoſition in 


the Text, that every one who ex- 


alteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed. 


IVthly. and Laſtly, I ſhall endeavour 
to ſhew you that the Converſe of 
this Propoſition is alſo true, 

that 
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that he who humbleth himſelf ſhall 
be exalted. 


And Iſt. I ſhall ſet before you the 
Occaſion of this Parable. He ſpake 
this Parable unto certain which 
truſted in themſelves that they were 
righteous, and deſpiſed others. 


I. There is no Paſſion ſo dangerous 
to a Man, nothing which makes him 
ſo unhappy here, and tends ſo much to 
diſqualify him for a Reliſh of Happi- 
neſs hereafter, as Pride, and Self-Con- 
ceit. He who is exalted fo highly in 
his own Eſteem, will deſpiſe others, in 


Proportion as he overvalues himſelf; the 
ſure Conſequence of which will be, that 
in his Turn he will be deſpiſed by them. 

H 2 But 
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But of every Species of Pride, there 
1s none ſo fatal as that ſpiritual Pride, 
which induces vain and idle Viſionaries 
to fancy themſelves the peculiar Fa- 
vourites of Heaven, while they conſider 
others as reprobate, and abandoned 
by the Spirit of Grace. Nothing fo 
much extinguiſhes the Principle of uni- 
verſal Benevolence, that Corner Stone 
of the Goſpel, as this fatal and dan- 


gerous Preſumption ; for they look down 


To Perſons of this Character we may 
ſuppoſe our Lord addreſſing himſelf in 
the following Manner : © You Aatter 
* yourſelves indeed that you are the pe- 
* culiar Favourites of Heaven; that the 
« Riches 
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Riches of Grace are all laid up for 
* you, while your poor Brethren ſhall 
* be conſidered as unworthy even of 
the ſlighteſt Degree of Favour. Be- 
*© cauſe ye obſerve certain Ceremo- 
« nies, and ſtated Times of F aſting and 
“ Prayer; becauſe ye neglect not ſome 
« eſtabliſhed Rites, which are in their 
* own Nature indifferent, you imagine 
* yourſelves ſuperior to thoſe, who 
« perhaps are more engaged in Works 
* of Mercy and Benevolence than your- 
« ſelves, at leaſt who do not think fo 
“highly of their own Perfections, as you 
& ſeem to do. I will repreſent therefore 
the Difference between your Condi- 


tion and theirs by an apt Similitude.” 


II. Tiro Men went up into the Ten ple 
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to pray. The Temple of Jeruſalem was 

the Place which was appointed by God 
himſelf, where he might receive the 
Prayers of his faithful People. The 
firſt Temple, built by Solomon, he choſe 
for the Place of his peculiar Reſidence ; 


he loved the Gates Sion more than 


all the Dwellings of Jacob; yet on ac- 
count of the Rebeilian, and Idolatry of 
the Mfaelites, did he permit that noble 
Edifice, Hat Place where bis Honour 
dwelt, to be deſtroyed by the ſavage 
Hand of unrelenting Barbarians, When 
the Children of MVael returned from 
their tedious Captivity, they erected a 
ſecond Temple, inferior indeed in Mag- 


nificence to the other, yet, as it was ſo 


often honoured with the Preſence of our 


Redeemer, the Glory of the latter Houſe 


Was 
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was greater than that of the former.— 
He indeed taught us, that God is equally 
to be worſhipped every where ; that he 
is equally preſent in every Place; and 
ready to hear thoſe who faithfully call 
upon him, of whatever Nation, or Coun- 
try they may be.— This is evident from 
the Converſation between our Lord, and 
the Woman of Samaria, which is re- 
corded in the fourth Chapter of St. 
Jobn. Our Fathers, ſays ſhe, worſhipped 
in this Mountain.—The ten Tribes, who 
ſeparated themſelves from their Brethren 
at Feruſalem, and formed the diſtinct 
Kingdom of Iſrael, built the City of 
Samaria, as the Place of their Reſi- 
dence, and worſhipped God upon Mount 
Gerizim, From theſe was this Woman. 
deſcended ; and being educated in the 
II 4 Religion, 


104 On the Parable of the 
Religion, and having adopted the Pre- 


judices, of her Anceſtors, conceived 
that no Place was ſo proper for the 
Worſhip of God, as this Mountain. 
She acknowledges, however, that the 
Tribe of Fudab was of a different Opi- 
nion; ye ſay, that in Jeruſalem is the 
Place where Men ought to worſbip.— 
Jeſus faith unto her, Woman, believe 
me, the Hour *cometh, when ye ſhall 
neither in this Mountain, nor yet at Je- 
ruſalem, worſhip the Father. Ye wor- 
Ship ye know not what ; we? {know [what 
we worſhip ; for Salvation is of the Jews. 
But the Hour cometh, and 10W is, when 
the true Waorſhippers ſhall <vorſhip the 
Father in Spirit, and Truth: for the 
Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip bim. — 
i, e. Whereas ye have hitherto con- 


ee cerved, 
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ceived, that God has a fixed local 


Reſidence, where he is more parti- 


cularly attentive to the Supplication 
of his Creatures ; and whereas ſome 
have ſuppoſed this Place to be on 


Mount Gerizim, others, with more 


Truth, at Jeruſalem; TI muſt tell 


you, that in this Reſpect, a total 


Change will take Place; that a new 


Religion is propoſed to Mankind; 


that a freſh Covenant is made between 


God and Man, into which all will 


be admitted without Exception, or 
Partiality : that God will every where 
open his Ears to the Voice of his 
People ; and that it will be of little 


* Conſequence where Men ſhall wor- 


* ſhip, provided they do it with a true 


$6 Spirit 
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1066 On the Parable of the 


«« Spirit of Devotion, and an abſolute 
Reliance on Almighty God.” 


But to proceed 
To the Temple of Jeruſalem, after 
the Manner of their Anceſtors, two Men 
went up fo pray; the one a Phariſee, 
the other a Publican.— We have here a 
general Deſcription of the two Perſons, 
who are the Subject of this Parable ; 
the one being denominated, from his 
Sed, a Phariſee the other, from his 
Profeſſion, a Publican. 


Judæa was at this Time a Province 
to the Roman Empire, from whence 
they collected a very large and conſider- 
able Revenue. The Perſons who were 
employed in collecting theſe Taxes, in 

985 Behalf 
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Behalf of thoſe who farmed them of 
the State, were called Publicans ; an 


Office which muſt naturally make them 


odious to the People: And as theſe Im- 
poſts were in themſelves exorbitant, 


and frequently attended with many Cire 


cumſtances of Infult and Oppreſſion, 


the Collectors of them were held in 


univerſal Deteſtation. Hence they are 
mentioned frequently as Men totally 
void of Humanity; their very Name 
became a Word of Scorn and Con- 
tempt; and our Saviour ſubjected him- 
ſelf to the Cenſures of the Jews, be- 
cauſe be ſat down to Meat with Publi- 


cans and Sinners. 


The Phariſees were a learned Sect 
among the Jews, who arrogated to 
them- 
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themſelves the Merit of being more 
peculiarly attached to the Rites and 
Ceremonies of the Moſaical Law, than 
any of their Brethren. Elated with a 
high Opinion of their own Merit, and 
puffed up with fpiritual - Pride, they 
deſpifed all thoſe, who did not ſhew the 
fame ſuperſtitious Attachment to what 
they conſidered as the moſt eſſential 
Part of Religion. Sacrifices, Feaſts, and 
New-Moons, they preferred to Acts 
of Mercy, and Charity ; and thought 
that they had a Right to a more diſtin- 
guiſhed Indulgence from Heaven, in 
Canſequence of their Attachment to 


theſe Inſtitutions. 


The Behaviour of the Phariſee in the 


Parable was exactly what might be ex- 
pected, 
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peed, from a Man educated in 
ſuch a School. The Phariſee flood, 
and prayed thus with himſelf : God, I 
thank thee, that J am not as other Men 
are, Extortioners, Unjuſt, Adulterers, or 
even as this Publican. I faſt twice in the 
Week ; I give Tithes of all that I poſſeſs. 
Inſtead of making a Confeſſion of his 
Sins, he pleads his Virtues ; inſtead of 
requeſting the Favour of God as an Act 
of his Mercy, he demands it as due to 
his Merit. Nay, he is fo totally de- 
void of Charity, that he cannot men- 
tion his own Deſerts, without a Reflec- 
tion on the Failings of others; God, 1 
thank thee, that I am not as other Men 
Ile goes even farther; he inſults the 
poor Publican, who was offering up his 
Devotions to the ſame God, though with 


2 far 


— 1 


110 On the Parable of the 
a far different Spifit z er even as this 
Publican. = And upon what was it 
that he ſo highly valued himſelf? 7 
faſt twice in the Week, JI give Tithes of 
all that I poſſeſs ; as if the whole moral 
Conduct of a Man conſiſted in the 
Obſervance of a few poſitive Inſtitu- 
tions, and external Ceremonies ; though 
he ſhould negle& the more material 
Parts of the Law, and make no Allow) 
ance for the Failings of others. 


But what was the Behaviour of the 
Publican ? Far different from that of 
his ſupercilious Neighbour, The Pub- 
lican flanding afar off, would not ſo much 
as bift up his Eyes unto Heaven; but 
ſmote upon bis Breaſt, ſaying, God be 
merciful to me a Sinner. 

2 In 
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In this Picture, we have as ſtrong a 
Contraſt to the Behaviour of the Phari- 
ſee, as could poſſibly be drawn. The 
one comes forward with a vain and 
arrogant Self- ſufficiency; totally de- 
pending on his own Merit, and chal- 
lenging the Favour of God. The 
other in a Poſture of Contrition, and 
Humiliation, ſtands at a Diſtance ; and 
conſcious of his own Unworthineſs, does 
not preſume even to lift up his Eyes to 
that God, whom he had ſo often of- 
fended.—He ſinote upon his Breaſt, ſaying, 
God be merciful to me a Sinner, — © O 
God, let thy Favour be extended 
* to me, not for my Merit, but for 


thy manifold, and great Mercies.” 


The Conſequence was, what might 
be 
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be expected. This Mar went down t6 
his Houſe, Juft ified rather than the other. 
The humble Petition of the Penitent 
found its Way to the Throne of Grace; 
the modeſt Requeſt of the Publican was 
well pleaſing to God; while the Arro- 

gance of the Phariſce was an Abomina- 
tion to him. 

Thus ends the Parable.; from which 
our Lord draws the following general 
Reflection Every one that exalteth him- 
felf ſhall be abaſed; and he that humbleth 
himſelf ſhall 4 exalted, 


* 
* 


II. 1 proceed now in the third 
Place to prove the Truth of the firſt 


Propoſi tion, that every one who exalteth 


himſelf, ſhall be abaſed. 
| » The 
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The lighteſt Commerce with the 
World will be ſufficient, to prove to us 
the Mortifications which proud Men 
are continually expoſed to. Elated with 
a high Opinion of themſelves, they 
expect great Deference and Reſpect 
from others; and this Deference 18 
withheld by many, for no other Reaſon, 
than becauſe it is expected. There is a 
ſecret Pleaſure, which moſt Men feel in 
mortifying a proud Man ; they rejoice 
to thwart him in his Deſigns, and ſhew 
him, how much he is dependent on 
thoſe, whom he conſiders as his Infe- 
riors,—An humble Man, placed in the 
fame Rank of Life, and bleſſed with 
the ſame Fortune, will receive an infi- 
nitely greater Degree of Reſpect than a 
proud Man in the ſame Circumſtances, 


1 becauſe 
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becauſe he does not demand it. If a 


rich Man expects Reverence merely on 


account of his Riches, he will receive 
it indeed from thoſe who depend on his 
Bounty ; he will hear the Voice of the 
Flatterer ; but Men of Senſe, and Vir- 
tue, will conſider him as a Pageant, 
dreſt up for a ſhort Time in borrowed 
Colours, and making an ill Uſe of thoſe 
Poſſeſſions, which Providence gave him 
for far other, and better Purpoſes. 
If he is proud, and ſupercilious, he 
will experience the Contempt of the 
wiſe ; if he is niggardly and parſimo- 
nious, he will receive the Curſes of 
the poor. And when this is the Caſe, 
how narrow muſt be the Sphere in 
which he acts! Flattered by a few 
mean -Dependants, whom himſelf de- 


ſpiſes, 
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ſpiſes, and inſulted, or held in Con- 
tempt by the reſt of Mankind, he muſt 
ſigh over his Riches in Anguiſh of Soul, 
and acknowledge, that they are only 
Vanity and Vexation of Spirit. 


Tf he values himſelf either on the 
Strength, or Graces of Perſon, does he 
not perceive, that Accident, that Diſ- 
eaſe, or certainly that old Age, will rob 
him of every Thing, that now ſeems ſo 
valuable to him? Or if Learning be 
his Boaſt, does he not ſee that it is 
liable to the fame Inconveniences ; 
and that he who now undervalues 


others on account of his ſuperior At- 


tainments, may To-morrow be himſelf 


an Object of Contempt, even to thoſe 
whom he before deſpiſed ? 
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And then what a Satisfaction will 
every Man feel in the Humiliation of 
him, who was ſo highly exalted in 
his own Conceit Even Pity will not 
be extended to him, who ſhewed it not 
to others; Pity, the moſt mortifying 
Thing to a Man of Pride, who expected 
Applauſe, and not Commiſeration ! 


IV. Fourthly, and laſtly, If it be true 
that he who exalteth himſelf ſhall be 


abaſed, much more is it ſo, that he who 
humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted. 


The fame Degree of Pleaſure which 
Men feel in humiliating the proud, 
they feel alſo in exalting the humble. 
—Did but a proud Man know, how 
much eaſier he would attain the Ob- 

ject 
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jet of his Ambition, univerſal Re- 
ſpect and Reverence, by an Appear- 
ance of Humility; or could he but pre- 
vail on himſelf to wear the Maſk of it, 
he would be much happier than he 
generally is. To recede with Modeſty 
from the propoſed Prize, is often the 
moſt effectual Way to ſecure it. Not 
to challenge Reſpect, is the moſt likely 
Method of obtaining it; and an Ap- 
pearance of Indifference will often pro- 
cure for us, what an indecent Eager- 
neſs will prevent us from receiving. 
Every wiſe Man will rather give up a 
little of what he may be conſcious is due 
to him, than arrogate it with a ſuperci- 
lious Inſolence. Place and Pre-eminence 
there muſt be among Men; but he 
will enjoy it with the moſt univerſal 


$4 Satisfac- 
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Satisfaction, who ſeems leaſt ſolicitous 
to claim it. They who are eager to 
exclude others, are moſt likely to be 
excluded themſelves ; for even they, 
who would voluntarily reſign their 
Pretenſions to the modeſt and unpre- 
ſuming, would ſtand up with Firm- 
neſs againſt the confident and arro- 


gan . 


Our Lord himſelf has given us a 
Caution not to behave too ſupercili- 
ouſly, or challenge too great a Degree 
of Reſpect. 


When thou art bidden of any Man to 

a Wedding, fit not down in the higheſt 
Room, leſt a more honourable Man than 
thou be bidden of him : And he that bade 
| bes, 
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thee, and him, come and ſay to thee, 
Give this Man Place; and thou begin 
with Shame to take the loweſt Room. 


Can we conceive any Thing put in a 
ſtronger Light ? Can we figure to our- 
ſelves any Thing more humiliating, 
than ſuch a Circumſtance ? —a Man, 
elated with a vain Opinion of his own 
Superiority, valuing himſelf probably 
upon an ill-acquired Fortune, vainly 
aſſumes a Pre-eminence to which he has 
no Title, and places himſelf at a ſplen- 
did Entertainment above thoſe who are 
his Superiors in every reſpect. Behold 
the fatal Conſequence ! The Maſter of 
the Feaſt ſays unto him, Give this Man 
Place, We ſee at once his indignant 

I 4 . Bluſhes, 
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Bluſhes, his awkward Apologies, and 
attend him with a ſecret Satisfaction to 
the le Room. 


But when thou art bidden, our Lord 
proceeds, go and fit down in the loweſt 
Room, that when he that bade thee cometh, 
he may fay unto thee, Friend, go up 
Higher; then fhalt thou have Worſhip 
with them, that fit at Meat with thee. 


How different is the Situation of him, 
who acts in this Manner, from that of 
the former! He claims to himſelf no- 
thing, and nothing therefore can be 
taken from him. He receives from 
every one the willing Tribute of what- 
ever is due either to his Station or his 


Virtues; 
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Virtues; and is more really great in 
the Practice of his Humility, than it 
is poſſible to be in the Exertion of 
Pride. 


From what has been ſaid on this 
Subject, I ſhall make one or two In- 
ferences, and ſo conclude. 


And iſt, We muſt take the utmoſt 
Care, when we addreſs God in Prayer, 
not to preſume on any ſuppoſed Merit 
of our own, but to place our whole 
Confidence, and fix our whole Hopes 
of Succeſs, on his Mercy.—The Prayer 


of the proud in particular, as well as 


of the wicked in general, is an Abomi- 
nation to the Lord. Indeed, to approach 
the 
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the , awful Preſence of God with any 
Preſumption arifing from a ſuppoſed 
Excellence in ourſelves, is in Effect, 
to claim as a Right, what we ought to 
receive as a moſt unmerited Indulgence. 
No Temper of Mind can more ef- 
fectually diſqualify a Man from offering 
up his Petitions, than this; as, on the 
contrary, nothing can ſo much recom- 
mend them, as a ſincere Humility, the 
ſureſt Sign of Contrition and Repen- 


2dly, We may learn, whatever Opi- 
nion we ſhall entertain of our own Ex- 
cellencies, and upon whatever Grounds 
that Opinion may be founded, not to 
deſpiſe thoſe, who, we think, have 


not 
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not made ſo great a Proficiency in 
Virtue, It is our Duty to inſtru the 
ignorant, and to pity the reprobate, 
to lead thoſe, who have erred, into the 
right Way, and to raiſe thoſe who are 
fallen. Now if, inſtead of having Com- 
paſſion on others, we overlook them as 
unworthy of our Notice, how can we 
perform any of theſe Duties ? Univer- 
fal Benevolence, and Chriſtian Charity, 
teach us a very different Leſſon : To fave 
as many as he can, is the Duty of a 
Servant of Chriſt, and will entitle him 
to the nobleſt Reward; but he that 
ſays unto his Brother, T; hou F 22l, he that 
deſpiſes him on account of any imputed, 
or real Infirmities, and will not conde- 
ſcend to aſſiſt him in the great Work 

4 of 
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of his Salvation, 7s guilty of Hell-Fire ; 
he ſubjects himſelf to the ſame Con- 
demnation, which he would: not teach 
his Brother how to avoid. 


zdly, and laſtly, Since we ſee the 
Miſeries which the proud are ex- 
poſed to even in this World, and 
fince we have Reaſon to think that 
they are in Danger of ſtill greater Puniſh- 
ment hereafter ; ſince we perceive 
that Humility is attended with fo 
many Advantages, and that thoſe Men 
are happieſt, who dwell in her Tents ; 
let us reject every Tendency towards 
the one, and ſtifle every Emotion of 
that Nature in its Birth ; but let us 
endeavour, by frequently reflecting on 


Our 


% 
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our own Demerits, as well as on the 
Power and Grace of God, fo to bring 
our Minds to a Habit of the other, that 
we may meet with no Mortifications in 
this Life, and be entitled to the Re- 


ward of the meek and humble in that 
which is to come, 


SERMON 
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SERMON V. 
ON THE 
OMNIPRESENCE 
OF 
G- 0 ©» 


PSs ALM CXXXIX. 1, 2, z. 
O Lord, thou haſt ſearched me out, and 


known me. 

Thou knoweſt my down-ſitting, and mine 
up-riſing; thou underſtandeſt my Thought 
ofar of 

Thou compaſſeſt my Path, and my lying 
down, and art acquainted with all my 
Ways. 


HE RE is no one Attribute of 
God, which when properly con- 
ſidered, is more likely to have its duc 
K Influence 
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Influence on the Minds, and Manners, 
of Men, than that of his Omnipreſence. 
When we conſider his Eternity, we are 
loſt in Speculation ; the Idea is too great 
for our narrow Souls to graſp; the 
Conception too ſublime, for our finite 
Underſtandings to comprehend. When 
we reflect on his Power, our Minds are 
overaw'd with Amazement.— Our No- 
tions are too groſs to conceive his Spiri- 
tuality.— We can never comprehend 
how his Mercy and Fuftice flouriſh to- 
gether; how the one can be infinitely 
exerted, while the other is compleatly 
tatisfied, 


But the Omnipreſence of the Deity 
{uggeſts Reflections to us, to which our 
Minds are perfectly adequate For though 
we 
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we know not in what particular Man- 
ner the pervading Effence of God fills 
the whole Earth; though we cannot 
comprehend how it is ſo dilated, and 
expanded, as to be commenſurate to all 
his Works; yet do we know, that he 
is equally preſent every where, and to 
every one of us. That in Cities, or in 
Solitude, he is at our right Hand ; that 
in the Day, he is about our Path, in 
the Night, about our Bed; and that 
the very Thoughts of our Hearts are 
known to him, even before they are 


known to ourſelves. 


This is a Reflection, which ſhould 


ever be preſent to us ; as it is a Reflec- 
tion, which, of all others, is the moſt 
likely to prevent us from falling into 
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many Offences, which otherwiſe we 
ſhould probably be guilty of. 


For what can be a more powerful 
Motive to reſtrain a Man from Sin, than 
the Conſideration, that he who hates, and 
is able to puniſh it, not only knows it, 
but is actually preſent at the Perpetra- 
tion of it? | 


He who meditates ſome heinous Of- 
fence, he who is brooding over ſome 
dark Deſign, retires from the Eyes of 
the World, and the prying Curioſity of 
the Multitude, that he may ſecretly for- 


ward his horrid Purpoſe, and bring it 
to Perfection. — He hateth the Light, 
becauſe his Deeds are evil.—He chooſes 
out Scenes of Retirement, and in 


the 
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che darkeſt Seaſon of Midnight plots 
his Vengeance, or his Treachery.—But 
let him only once reflect, that his God 
is equally preſent every where ; that the 


Eye of Providence penetrates the thickeſt 
Gloom ; that the Darkneſs is no Dark- 
neſs to him, but that the Night is as clear 


as the D ſurely it will check him in 


the Progreſs of his intended Wicked- 
neſs. — And when he farther reflects 
that God not only ſees, but is able to 
puniſh alſo z he muſt be hardened to a 
great Degree indeed, he muſt be inſen- 
ſible to his own Safety, if he is not con- 
ſiderably check'd by a Motive ſo power- 
ful, and that applies ſo immediately to 


his own Paſſions, 


This Conſideration of the Omnipre- 
| K 3 ſence 
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the 


On the Omnipreſence of God. 133 


the darkeſt Seaſon of Midnight plots 
his Vengeance, or his Treachery,—But 


let him only once reflect, that his God 


is equally preſent every where; that the 


Eye of Providence penetrates the thickeſt 
Gloom ; that the Darkneſs is no Dark- 
neſs to him, but that the Night is as clear 
as the Dag; ſurely it will check him in 
the Progreſs of his intended Wicked- 
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that God not only ſees, but is able to 
puniſh alſo z he muſt be hardened to a 
great Degree indeed, he muſt be inſen- 
ſible to his own Safety, if he is not con- 
ſiderably check'd by a Motive ſo power- 
ful, and that applies ſo immediately to 


his own Paſſions, 


This Conſideration of the Omnipre- 
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ſence of God, would certainly, if pro- 
perly attended to, put us very much 
upon our Guard, and have a manifeſt 
Influence upon our Lives and Converſa- 
tions, It would ſtifle the very firſt 
Conceptions of Sin, and ſtop the Mouth 
of the Blaſphemer : It would difarm the 
Hand of the Aſſaſſin, and make him 
ſhudder at the Thought of defacing that 
Image, which God had made in his own 
Likeneſs, 


For we may obſerve that Men, in the 
Company of their Superiors, have ſo far 
a Command over their Paſſions, that 
they are able to ſuppreſs any ſudden 
Riſings of Intemperance, and diſguiſe 


their common, and uſual Behaviour. | 
There is a Gloſs and Varniſh over all 
their 
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their Words, and Actions; and they 
are cautions how they offend thoſe, 
whom it is their Intereſt to pleaſe.— 
And ſhall they be able to prevail upon 
themſelves to aſſume an Appearance of 
Virtue and Decency before Men; when, 
at the fame Time, they are guilty of 
Frand, of Falſchood, of Impiety, in the 
Prefence of God? For God is every 
where preſent ; whatever we think. 
ſpeak, or do, is written in his eternal 
Book ; every Page of which will be 
opened at that great Day of Retribution, 
when we ſhall be juſtified, or condemned 
finally, in the Sight of Men and of Angels. 


In order to give this Conſideration of 
the Omnipreſence of the Deity its full 
Force, I ſhall conſider what Effect it 

K 4 ought 
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their Words, and Actions; and they 
are cautions how they offend thoſe, 
whom it 1s their Intereſt to pleaſe.— 
And ſhall they be able to prevail upon 
themſelves to aſſume an Appearance of 
Virtue and Decency before Men; when, 
at the ſame Time, they are guilty of 


Fraud, of Falſehood, of Impiety, in the 


Preſence of God? For God 1s every 
where preſent; whatever we think, 
ſpeak, or do, is written in his eternal 
Book ; every Page of which will be 
opened at that great Day of Retribution, 
when we ſhall be juſtified, or condemned 


finally, in the Sight of Men and of Angels. 


In order to give this Conſideration of 
the Omnipreſence of the Deity its full 


Force, I ſhall confider what Effect it 
K 4 ought 
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ought to have on our 'Thoughts, our 


Words, and our Actions. 


And Firſt, with Regard to our 
Thoughts. 


It is perhaps impoſſible, that even the 
beſt Men ſhould always be able to pre- 
yent improper Thoughts from riſing in 
their Minds. Whether theſe inſtanta- 
neous, and involuntary Impreſſions, are 
the Suggeſtions of the Evil one; or 
whether they ariſe from ſome Tempera- 
ment of the Body, or ſudden Flow of 
the animal Spirits; every one, I pre- 
ſume, ſome Time or other has been 
conſcious of ſuch Emotions. — And fo 
far, we hope, they are innocent; as 


far as we cannot prevent them, we may 


venture 
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venture to affirm, that they are ſo.— 
But then it is our Duty to check, and 
ſuppreſs them immediately; not to give 
them Encouragement ; not to leave them 
for a Moment in the Poſſeſſion of our 
Souls, without endeavouring earneſtly 
to remove them. This we may do, by 
ſubſtituting others in their Stead ; by 
turning our Hearts to Subjects of Vir- 
tue, and Religion; by conſidering that 
God is privy to theſe our Conceptions, 
and knows whether we ſeriouſly endea- 
vour to diſlodge them from our Hearts ; 
whether we ſupinely remain in a State 
of Indifference with Regard to them ; 
or whether, which is the worſt of all, 
we foſter and cheriſh them with a De- 
gree of Complacency, and Satisfaction. 
If we do this, we convert that, which 


at 
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at 
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at firſt perhaps we could not prevent, 
into a real, and poſitive Offence. For 
theſe Thoughts, whether impure or 
immoral, may be permitted to ariſe in 
our Minds, like all other Temptations, 
as a Trial of our Obedience, that it 
may appear whether we keep a ſufficient 
Guard over our Hearts, or no.— If this 
be the Caſe; then, though to indulge 
them is a Sin, yet to reſiſt them is a 
Virtue ; and they may bring this Good 
with them, that they afford us an Op- 
portunity of convincing him, who is 
preſent every where, that we are not 
flumbering upon our Duty, like idle 
and drowſy Sentinels, but that we are 
vigorous and alert in guarding every 


Avenue of our Souls, againſt the leaſt 


Impreſſion, 
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Impreſſion, which may be made upon 
them. 


But as it is our Duty to be always 
upon our Guard againſt improper 
Thoughts, ſo is it, on certain Occaſions, 


more particularly ſo.— When we are 


aſſembled together in the Congregation 
of the faithful, to offer up our united 
Prayers to the Throne of Grace; or 
when we are retired into our Cloſets, 
in order to enjoy a cloſer, and more in- 
timate Correſpondence with our Crea- 
tor; then is it more than ever incum- 
bent on us to watch over our Thoughts. 
— We muſt then endeavour to prevent, 
not only all nproper, but all foreign 
Ideas from interrupting aur Meditation, 
or intruding upon our Devotion. God 

3 . Almighty 


138 On the Ommpreſence of God. 


at firſt perhaps we could not prevent, 
into a real, and poſitive Offence. —For 
theſe Thoughts, whether impure or 
immoral, may be permitted to ariſe in 
our Minds, like all other Temptations, 
as a Trial of our Obedience, that it 
may appear whether we keep a ſufficient 
Guard over our Hearts, or no.— If this 
be the Caſe; then, though to indulge 
them is a Sin, yet to reſiſt them is a 
Virtue ; and they may bring this Good 
with them, that they afford us an Op- 
portunity of convincing him, who is 
preſent every where, that we are not 
lumbering upon our Duty, like idle 
and drowſy Sentinels, but that we are 
vigorous and alert in guarding every 


Avenue of our Souls, againſt the leaſt 


Impreſſion, 


On the Omnipreſence of God. 139 


impreſſion, which may be made upon 


them. 


But as it is our Duty to be always 
upon our Guard againſt improper 
Thoughts, ſo is it, on certain Occaſions, 
more particularly ſo.— When we are 
aſſembled together in the Congregation 
of the faithful, to offer up our united 


Prayers to the Throne of Grace; or 


when we are retired into our Cloſets, 
in order to enjoy a cloſer, and more in- 
timate Correſpondence with our Crea- 
tor; then is it more than ever incum- 


bent on us to watch over our Thoughts. 


— We muſt then endeavour to prevent, 


not only all zmproper, but all foreign 
Ideas from interrupting our Meditation, 
or intruding upon our Devotion. God 


3 : Almighty 


2 — 3 — — — — 


a 4 — — * - 
EC „ ðò . — — 
o ae 2 1 0 


ͤ!— — — T — 4 
— 2 - — 


— 


rr 
— . = o 8 1 = =» 
. rs... ata Re 


PPP oo . IC" 4 
o - 


— 8 — — 
7 2 


—— 
WW 
= 


— ñ„%éc% ZU ͤͤ]. 3 


m. 
— 


140 On the Omnipreſence of God. 


Almighty claims, and has an undoubted 
Right to the whole Employment of 
our Souls; and if he is every where 
preſent, in a more eſpecial Manner is he 
fo, in that ſacred Place, where his Ho- 


nour dwelleth. 


I ſhall now conſider, Secondly, what 
Effe& the Conſideration of the Omni- 
preſence of the Deity ought to have 
upon our Words. 


The human Voice, and the Power 
which we have by Means of that, of 
communicating our Ideas to each other, 
is one of the greateſt Bleſſings which God 
has beſtowed upon us: Nor is there any 
one Thing, in which he has more par- 
ticularly diſtinguiſhed, and placed us 
above 
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above the reſt of the animal Crea- 
tion. By Means of this we exhort, we 
conſole, we inſtruct each other; by this 
we enjoy all the ſweet Intercourſe of So- 
ciety; by Means of this our Diſtreſſes 
are explained, our Wants relieved, our 
Diſcoveries imparted, and our Lives 
made happy, and comfortable. By this 
it is, that we are able to expreſs the 
Gratitude of our Hearts, and approach 
the Throne of God, with Hymns, and 
Thankſgivings. 


But when we come to pervert this 
greateſt of Bleſſings to Purpoſes of Vice, 
and Wickedneſs; when the Tongue 1s 
made uſe of as an Inſtrument of Falſe- 
hood, of Impurity, or of Impiety, 
what Puniſhment muſt we not expect 


for 
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for ſuch Miſapplication ? Can we flatter 
ourſelves that what we ſpeak ſhall not 
be heard? By Men poſſibly it may not; 
but God, who knows our Thoughts, 
before they are conceived, hears our 
Words alſo, before they are uttered ; 
and as by our Words we ſhall be judged, 
let us take Care that they do not appear 
againſt us. Let not one Sentence pro- 
ceed from our Mouths, which we ſhall 
either be afraid, or aſhamed, to hear 
repeated again; let not a ſingle Expreſ- 
ſion be regiſtered, which we would wiſh 
to be eraſed from the Records of our 


Converſation. 


Thoſe Words, which we ought more 
particularly to avoid, and which an 
omnipreſent God will call us to a ſtrict 


Acconnt 
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Account for, may generally be reduced 
to three Sorts ; for they are either, 


I. Falſe, 
HI. Impure, or 


HI. Impious. 
And I. With Regard to falſe Words. 


Theſe are branched out into an infi- 
nite Variety. To diſtinguiſh the ſeveral 
Sorts of Lies, which are practiſed by 
Men, is not the Purpoſe of the preſent 
Diſcourſe ; but rather to conſider the 
Sin in the Aggregate, as it reſults from 
any, or all of them. Lying Lips are 
an Abomination to the Lord. It is a 
ſhameful Miſapplication of one of his 


greateſt Favours.—At preſent it will be 


ſufficient 
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ſufficient to obſerve, that every Falſe- 
hood, the more it tends to the Injury of 
our Neighbours, the more baſe it is in 
its Nature, and the more complicated in 
its Kind; - whatever therefore hurts the 
Reputation or Peace of another; what- 
ever eſtranges Friends from Friends, or 
Family from Family; whatever fets 
Men at Variance with each other, and 
ſows the Seeds of Diſcord and Malice 
in Societies, is a Falſehood moſt odious 
to that God, who hears every Word that 
proceedeth from our Mouths, and will 
not fail to puniſh him, who beareth falſe 
Witneſs againſt his Neighbour. 


The Second Sort of Words which I 


ſhall mention, are impure. 


Were 
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Were we not Witneſſes to the idle, 
and frivolous Converſation of Men, we 
ſhould think it abſolutely impoſſible, 
that they could take any Delight, in 
ſuch low and inſipid Obſcenity, as fre- 
quently falls even from the Mouths of 
thoſe, who in their external Appear- 
ance are decent enough, nay ſometimes 
virtuous too. That Perſons of mean 
Birth and low Education, ſhould adopt 
vulgar, and illiberal Notions ; that they 
ſhould exhibit theſe Notions in coarſe 
Expreſſions, is not ſo much to be won- 
dered at; but that Perſons, who would 
paſs for Men of refined Underſtandings, 
who value themſelves upon à liberal 
Education, fhould condeſcend to ſuch 
filthy Impurity, is not a greater Re- 
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proach to their Lives, than it is a Diſ- 
grace to their Underſtandings. 


It is a common Obſervation, and I 
fear a juſt one, that obſcene Converſa- 
tion is no where ſo common, as in our 
own Country. In other Nations, Men 
are aſhamed to talk of thoſe Vices, 
which they are not afraid to perpetrate. 
But in this, Men converſe with Satis“ 
faction on impure Subjects, in which 
their Hearts are not at all intereſted. 
—— Thus are they guilty of Sin, with- 
out Temptation ; and provoke the 
Wrath of God againſt them, without 
even the ſhort-lived Gratification of 
ſenſual Pleaſure. 


The 
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The third Sort of Words which I 


propoſed to enumerate, are infinitely 
more ſinful than either of the former ; 


in as much as they are a direct Affront 


to the Majeſty of God, and an Inſult 


upon him, who has declared that he 
is jealous of his Honour; and theſe 


are, impious Words. 


And theſe are in the higheſt De- 
gree ſo, when Men are daring enough 
to deny the Exiſtence of God. To at- 
tribute this glorious Frame of Things 
to the blind Agency of Chance, is a 
Folly of the moſt inconceivable Kind. 
To be affected by none of thoſe Argu- 
ments, either phyſical or moral, which 
prove this great Truth almoſt to a De- 
monſtration, is the higheſt Degree of 
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Perverſeneſs and Blindneſs. Few how- 
ever, I believe, like the Fool in the 
Pſalmiſt, can ſay in their Hearts, there 
7s no God : though they frequently act in 


ſuch a Manner, as if he was not preſent 
to all their Ways. 


The next Degree of Impiety is, uſing 
unworthy Expreſſions concerning the 
Nature, and Attributes of God ; ar- 
raigning his Juſtice, doubting his Pro- 
miles, rejecting his Mercy, and anos 
his Providence. 


His holy Word too mult be conſider- 
ed, and treated, as ſacred. The Oracles 
of God muſt not be made the Subject 
of profane Mirth, and Derifion. III will 
it fare with that Wit, which is ſeaſoned 


with 
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with Blaſphemy ; and which chooſes the 
moſt holy Myſteries of Religion, as pro- 
per Subjects of Scoff, and Inſult. 


And as we muſt ſpeak with the 
utmoſt Reverence of God, the firſt, ſo 
muſt we alſo of the Son and the Holy 
Ghoſt, the ſecond and third Perſons in 
the ever bleſſed and undivided Trinity. 
—- There are thoſe, who affect to look 
up to the former with the greateſt Awe, 
and Veneration ; while they ſeruple not 
to diſbelieve, and to aſſert their Dif- 
belief of the very Exiſtence of the lat- 
ter. Becauſe their narrow Underſtand- 
ings cannot comprehend the gracious 
Scheme of the Redemption of Man- 


kind, they reject it with Diſdain; as if 


it was neceſſary that God Almighty 
L 3 ſhould 
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ſhould deign to inform them the 
Grounds upon which he acts; as if 
every Thing, which is above their Rea- 
ſon, was neceſſarily contradictory to it. 
— They have only to conſider, whether 
they have received the Word of God 
upon ſufficient Authority ; if they have, 


it is their Duty to embrace, and believe it. 


But the moſt common Sort of im- 
pious Words, by which Men ſubject 
themſelves to the Anger of God, is, 
profane Curſing, and Swearing. He hath 
declared, that he will not hold them guilt- 
leſs, who take his Name in vain. Our Sa- 
viour hath commanded us, to ſear not at 
all. Notwithſtanding which, Men daily 
continue in this abominable, and im- 
pious Practice.— But as I have ſpoken 


more 
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more than once largely upon this Sub- 
ject to you, and, I flatter myſelf, not 
intirely without Effect, I only men- 
tion it here, where it naturally comes 


in, among impious Words, 


I ſhall now conſider in the Third 
and laſt Place, what Effect the Conſi- 
deration of the Omnipreſence of the 


Deity, ought to have upon our Actions. 


And if our Thoughts, and our Words 


are of ſo much Importance, that we 


muſt ever be guarded with Reſpect to 
them, of how much more Conſequence 
muſt our Actions neceſſarily be! If we 


ſhall be called to a ſtrict, and ſevere 


t 
3 
Account for the former, much more ? 


alarming will be the Examination on 
L 4 the 
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the latter. The Heart only conceives ; 
the Tongue only expreſſes its horrid 
Purpoſes; but it is the Hand that 
puts them in Execution. An improper 
Thought may be ſuppreſſed, as ſoon 
as conceived ; an unjuſtifiable Expreſ- 
ſion may frequently be recalled, ſo as to 
bring no ill Effect with it; but a bad 
Action once committed, muſt brin g with 
it all its horrid Train of dreadful Con- 
ſequences, of whatever Kind they may 
be. The Act is the final Completion of 
Wickedneſs ; againſt ht human, as 
well -as divine Laws, are enacted ; for 
it would be impoſſible for Men to live 
together in Society, without ſome Re- 
ſtraint upon their Actions, which ſhould 
prevent them from invading the Proper- 


ties, and even the Lives of each other. 
But 
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Hut ſurely the greateſt Motive that 
can reſtrain Men from Deeds of Oppreſ- 
ſion, and Injuſtice, muſt be, the Conſi- 
deration that God is every where preſent ; 
that he beholds all their Actions; that he 
looks with an impartial Eye upon all his 
Creatures; that he will puniſh thoſe who 
deſerve Puniſhment, and reward thoſe 
who deſerve Reward. 


If this Conſideration had its due 


Force, it muſt neceſſarily be a power- - 


ful Motive for ſuppreſſing many Acts 
of Wickedneſs, which are but too pre- 
valent among us. Human Laws, Men 
may flatter themſelves that they ſhall 
eſcape ; and the Hope of Impunity, 
in Minds unprincipled, will ever be 


a Motive and Encouragement to Sin. 


2 But 
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the latter. The Heart only conceives ; 
the Tongue only expreſſes its horrid 
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looks with an impartial Eye upon all his 
Creatures; that he will puniſh thoſe who 
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Force, it muſt neceſſarily be a power- 
ful Motive for ſuppreſſing many Acts 
of Wickedneſs, which are but too pre- 
valent among us. Human Laws, Men 
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eſcape ; and the Hope of Impunity, 


in Minds unprincipled, will ever be 


a Motive and Encouragement to Sin. 
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But when once they are convinced that 
God is preſent, and that it will be im- 
poſſible for them to elude his Vigilance, 
or flee from his Vengeance, they muſt 
be hardened to a great Degree of Inſen- 
ſibility indeed, if they are not alarmed, 
and prevented from putting into Execu- 
tion their intended Wickedneſs, 


May this Reflection, namely, of the 
Omnipreſence of God, have its due In- 
fluence upon our Minds! Whatever we 
think, whatever we ſay, whatever we 
do, let us always remember, that he 
knows our Thoughts, that he hears our 
Words, that he ſees our Actions; and let 


us be ſo watchful over them all, that we 


may be able to approve them to him in 
the Day of Retribution. 
i SERMON 
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i Cor. XV. 33. 
Evil Communications corrupt good Man- 


aers. 


T is a common, and a juſt Obſer- 
vation, that if we would know the 


real Character of a Man, we muſt ob- 


ſerve, who are his Companions. There 
is no Criterion that can be more certain- 
ly depended on, than this. A Reſem- 
blance of Manners, a Similarity of Pur- 
ſuits, is generally a ſtronger Bond of 
Connection, than the Ties of Affinity, 


or 
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T is a common, and a juſt Obſer- 
1 vation, that if we would know the 
real Character of a Man, we muſt ob- 
ſerve, who are his Companions. There 
is no Criterion that can be more certain- 
ly depended on, than this. A Reſem- 
blance of Manners, a Similarity of Pur- 
ſuits, is generally a ſtronger Bond of 
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or even of natural Relation, To hate, 
and to love the ſame Objects, conſtitutes 
the firmeſt, and moſt laſting Friendſhip. 
We ſee perpetual Inſtances of this, 
not only in general Society, but in par- 
ticular Families. They who are Chil- 
dren of the ſame Parents, and educated 
from their Infancy under the ſame Roof, 
naturally contract an Affection for each 
other ; but even among theſe Children, 
there will be ſome, between whom the 
Bond of Union will be ſtronger. At- 
tached to the ſame Studies, agitated by 
the ſame Paſſions, they will impercep- 
tibly form a cloſer Connection, and to 
the Affection of Brothers ſuperadd the 
Confidence of Friends. Thoſe ſeducing 
Flatterers, who endeavour by every Art 
to ingratiate themſelves, and compliment 

their 
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their wealthy Patron with their Opi- 
nions, their Underſtandings, nay, even 
their Virtue, ſtudy this Point to the 
utmoſt, They dive into the Receſſes of 
his Heart, examine his Temper, and 
obſequiouſly conform to it. Whatever 
Vice has taken Poſſeſſion of him, takes 
Poſſeſſion of them alſo.— Is he fond of 
Wine? Drinking becomes their Paſſion 
too.— Is he a Slave to Women? Their 
Converſation turns upon no other Sub- 
jet, And thus by having made all his 
Paſſions and Amuſements their own, 
they inſinuate themſelves into his Affec- 
tions, and aſſiſt him in ſquandering away 


his Fortune, 


As a Sameneſs of Purſuits, and ſimi- 
lar Way of thinking, produces Friend- 
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or even of natural Relation, To hate, 
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ticular Families. They who are Chil- 
dren of the ſame Parents, and educated 
from their Infancy under the ſame Roof, 
naturally contract an Affection for each 
other; but even among theſe Children, 
there will be ſome, between whom the 
Bond of Union will be ſtronger. At- 
tached to the ſame Studies, agitated by 
the ſame Paſſions, they will impercep- 
tibly form a cloſer Connection, and to 
the Affection of Brothers ſuperadd the 
Confidence of Friends. — Thoſe ſeducing 


Flatterers, who endeavour by every Art 


to ingratiate themſelves, and compliment 


their 
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nions, their Underſtandings, nay, even 
their Virtue, ſtudy this Point to the 
utmoſt. They dive into the Receſſes of 
his Heart, examine his Temper, and 
obſequiouſly conform to it. Whatever 
Vice has taken Poſſeſſion of him, takes 
Poſſeſſion of them alſo.— Is he fond of 
Wine? Drinking becomes their Paſſion 
too.—lsg he a Slave to Women? Their 
Converſation turns upon no other Sub- 
jet, And thus by having made all his 
Paſſions and Amuſements their Own, 
they inſinuate themſelves into his Aﬀec- 
tions, and aſſiſt him in ſquandering away 


his Fortune, 


As a Sameneſs of Purſuits, and ſimi- 
lar Way of thinking, produces Friend- 
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ſhip between Men, fo does a conſtant 
Communication beget this Similarity, 
even where it was not fo originally; 
juſt as a rough and ſmooth Piece of 
Metal, by frequent Collifion, will at 
laſt be not diſtinguiſhable from each 
other. They who really intend to con- 
tinue in a cloſe Connection of Friend- 


ſhip, muſt mutually give up their own 
Opinions, and Studies, in Complaiſance 
to thoſe of their Friend. He who con- 
tinues obſtinately attached to his own 
Purſuits, and will never recede in any 
one Inftance, in order to gratify the 
Man he loves, is but a churliſh and fro- 


ward Companion. We muſt neceſſarily 


facrifice our own Humours ſometimes, if 
we would expect our Friends to gratify 


them at others. This is but a reaſonable 
Inter- 
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Inter-communion of mutual Self-de- 
nial, without which true Friendſhip 


can never ſubſiſt. 


Now as every Thing becomes eaſy, 
and familiar to us, by Habit, ſo is it 
in this Caſe alſo. We obligingly adopt 
the Manners of others, till by Degrees 
they become our own. Thoſe Studies 
which we gave up in Compliance with 
our Friends, ceaſe to charm us, when 
we have long neglected them: and 
thoſe which we afſumed, contrary to 
our own Inclinations, merely out of 
Complaifance to others, as they be- 
come familiar, become agrecable to us. 
—We think of them at firſt, with Ab- 
horrence; we begin them, with Re- 


luctance; we purſue them, with In- 
M difference; 
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difference; and at laſt, they become 
the Objects of our Affection. 


Hence it happens, that we frequent- 
ly ſee two Perſons, the moſt unlikely 
ever to aſſimilate to each other, if we 
conſider their former Purſuits, united 
together by the ſtrongeſt Ties of Af- 
fection. Though unlike to each other 
in every Feature of their Minds, they 
at laſt become fo fimilar, as ſcarce to 
be diſtinguſhed from each other. A 
prodigal Huſband has given an expen- 
five Turn to a Wife, bred up in a 
School of the ſtricteſt Oeconomy ; and 
many a Woman of high Spirit has ſe- 
duced her plodding Huſband from his 
Shop to the Gaming-table, and involved 

him 
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him in Diſtreſs, till he has taken Res 


fuge in Suicide, 


Thus it is, that we aſſume the 
Manners of thoſe, with whom we con- 
verſe moſt, —But here lies the Danger ; 
good Men are more apt to be ſeduced 
by wicked ones, than bad Men to be 
converted by good ones. The Effects 
of Vice in this Inſtance are more power- 
ful than thoſe of Virtue. The Conta- 
gion of the Mind operates like that of 
the Body. A healthy Perſon catches 
Infection, by coming into Contact with 
one diſeaſed ; but the diſeaſed Perſon 
receives not Benefit from the Approach 
of him that is found. So a virtuous 
Man, if he forms a Connection with 


one that is vicious, will ſooner receive 
M 2 a Taint 
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a Taint from him, than communicate 


to him any of the Influence of Virtue. 


This Circumſtance, above all others, 
ſhould make us particularly upon our 
Guard, with whom we aſſociate. We 
have no Reaſon to flatter ourſelves that 
we are ſtronger than others, or that our 
Virtue can be more Proof againſt Seduc- 
tion, than that of thouſands, who have 
thus fallen a Prey to a Friendſhip form- 
ed with wicked Men. Let us be wiſe 
by their Example, and avoid the Snares, 


in which others have been entangled. 


But above all, this ought to be ob- 
ſerved, by Perſons in the early State of 
Life. The Mind is then open, undiſ- 


guiſed by Caution; the Paſſions are ac- 


tive, 
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tive, unreſtrained by Reaſon. There is 
a Warmth in Youth, which embraces 
an Offer of Friendſhip with Avidity, 
and retains it with Obſtinacy. A Per- 
ſon in this Period of Life is apt to think 
that he has made a great Acquiſition by 
gaining a Friend ; and not being yet 
hackney'd in the Ways of the World, 
nor warp'd by Self-intereſt, foſters a pure 
and unmixed Paſſion. Under theſe Im- 
preſſions, he cannot brook the leaſt Re- 
flection upon the Integrity of him, 
whom he has choſen from the reſt of 
the World, as the Repoſitory of his moſt 
ſecret Thoughts, and Wiſhes. He con- 
fides implicitly, without the leaſt Re- 
ſerve, Tell him, that his Companion 
is not worthy of his Confidence, he will 
truſt him the more. Hint to him, that 

M 3 he 
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he has been guilty of ſome mean Action, 
he will diſbelieve and diſregard it. Inſi- 
nuate to him, that he has betrayed his 
Friends before, he will grapple him to 
his Heart yet cloſer. He will not pay 
ſo ill a Compliment to his own Diſcern- 
ment, as to give up the Perſon whom 
he moſt eſteems ; till he has either im- 
bibed the ſame Principles, and fo ad- 
mires himſelf in the Character of the 
other, as a Man does his own Image 
reflected from a Mirrour ; or till ſome 
flagrant overt Act of Iniquity has 
awakened him from his idle Dreams of 
Affection, and forced him, in ſpite of all 
his Prejudices, in order to preſerve him- 
ſelf from the Cenſure of the World, to 
abandon his Friend to public Shame, or 
perhaps to public Puniſhment. 
| This 
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This Obſervation of the Apoſtle, that 


evil Communications corrupt good Man- 
ners, i. e. that keeping bad Company 
will at laſt make thoſe Men bad, who 
before were well-inclined, you, my Bre- 
thren, who are moſt of you placed in 
the lower Sphere of Life, ought to be 
particularly attentive to. — Not only 
your everlaſting Welfare, which is of 
the moſt infinite Importance to you, 
but even your Well-being here depends 
much upon the Connections which you 
form, and the Company which you 
keep. You know that your Wives and 
Children depend upon you for their 
Support ; you know that it is your Duty 
to ſupport them; you know that this 
cannot be done but by your Labour ; 


and you know conſequently, that Idle- 
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neſs will be your Ruin; it will bring 
you to a Priſon, and them to Beggary. 
Conſider all this, and then reflect how 
dangerous it is, to aſſociate with thoſe 
who are notorious for their Idleneſs, and 
who will infallibly make you as bad as 
themſelves, if you do not carefully avoid 


them. 


There is nothing ſo likely to preſerve 
your Innocence and Induſtry, as a con- 
ſtant Attention to the Duties of your 
Religion, and a firm Perſuaſion 'that 
God will aſſiſt you in your honeſt En- 
deavours. Look round among your Ac- 
quaintance, and anſwer honeſtly, who 
are thoſe that have failed in the World, 
that have been reduced to beg their 
Bread in the Streets ; is it they, who 

have 
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have been ſober, frugal, induſtrious, or 


they who have ſquandered away the 


Fruits of their Labour in Idleneſs? Is it 


they, who have been conſcientious in the 


Diſcharge of their Duty, and always at- 


tended the Service of God; or they, who 
have profaned his holy Name, and ab- 
ſented themſelves without Reaſon from 
the Service of the Church ?—lT am ſure, 
you can be at no loſs for an Anſwer ;j— 
you will tell me, that good Men are 
ſeldom miſerable ; and that bad Men are 
never happy.—You ſee that it is ſo even 
in this World ;—do you imagine that 
it will be otherwiſe hereafter ?— 


The firſt Sort of Perſons therefore 
that I would adviſe you to avoid, as you 


regard your own Characters, and your 


Own 
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own Happineſs, is, notorious Breakers 
of the Sabbath ; they who think it of 


no Conſequence to come to Church, 


and are fo very indifferent to it, that 


they will rather play idly in the very | 
Church-Yard, than enter into the Houſe 
of God ; and that too, at the very Time 
of Divine Service. They regard the 
Lord's Day as a Day of downright Idle- 
neſs, becauſe it is a Day of Reſt ; never 
conſidering that it was ſet apart by God 
himſelf for his peculiar Service ; leſt 
Men, occupied by their daily Employ- 
ments, ſhould forget their God, he has 
commanded them to lay aſide their Toil 
one Day in the Weck, and to aſſemble 
together in his Honour. I appeal to all, 
who are in that Situation of Life, whe 
ther this Inſtitution of the Sabbath be 


not 
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not the moſt comfortable Thing that 
can be conceived. To be relieved from 
their Toil one Day in the Week ; to ap- 
pear together in a clean and decent 
Manner, praying and praiſing God; af- 
ter that to enjoy their Friends and Fa- 
milies with Sobriety and Innocence, muſt 
be a moſt heart-felt Pleaſure to all, who 
are occupied the reſt of the Week, in 
making Proviſion for their Support :— 
but when this, which was intended as a 
Day of Recollection, is converted into 
a Day of Idleneſs, the Uſe of it is fruſ- 
trated, and it had better be appropriated 
to Labour, contrary to the Intent of 
God, than proſtituted to Idleneſs, con- 
trary to his Command. 


Wherever therefore you find any Per- 
or ſons 
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ſons of this Sort, let me adviſe you, to 
avoid them carefully. Have no Sort of 
Connection with them, if poſſible. They 
will probably invite you to ſome 
Scheme, which will interfere with your 
Attendance upon the Church; and if 
you object to it upon that Account, they 
will either laugh at you, or endeavour 
to argue you out of your Religion.— 
What ſignifies, they will ſay, miſſing 
Church one Sunday? —!I anſwer for you; 
it is of great Conſequence. He that has 
abſented himſelf once for a trifling Rea- 
ſon, will abſent himſelf a ſecond Time 
for none at all; till by Degrees he will 
become indifferent to that, which he 
formerly conſidered as an indiſpenſable 
Duty. And then, when he has once 
facrificed ſo much, who knows what 


will 


On the Influence of evil Company. 173 


will be the Conſequence ? His Wife, 
his Children, will probably be ſeduced 
by his Example; and the whole Family, 
which uſed to be fo regular in their At- 
tendance on the Church, will fink into 
an Indifference for Religion, from 
thence into Idleneſs, and from thence 


to Ruin, 


A ſecond Sort of Perſons, particu- 
larly to be avoided by you, are profane 
Swearers. This Sin, though too com- 
mon, is ſhocking in the higheſt Degree. 
It is an Offence to God, without the 
leait Temptation. It is a Breach of one 
of his Commandments, which Men are 
guilty of, for no other Reaſon, but be- 
cauſe they have no Fear of him before 


their Eyes. There is not a Man given 


to 
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to this idle Habit, who does not know, 
that God has forbidden it, under the 
ſevereſt Penalties. Thou ſhalt not take 
the Name of the Lord thy God in va ; 


for the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs, 


that taketh his Name in vain. Now as 
Men are apt to catch the Converſation, 
as well as the Manners of their Acquain- 
tance, you ſhould be very much upon 
your Guard, how you form any Con- 
neftion with common, and profligate 
Swearers. You will infallibly learn their 
Language, if you aſſociate with them: 
and thoſe Words, which at firſt you will 
ſhudder to pronounce, will at laſt fall 
involuntarily from your Mouths, till 
you fink into an Habit, pernicious tg 
yourſelves, and injurious to your God. 


While 
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While I am upon this Subject, it is 


impoſſible not to warn you againſt the 
Company of thoſe, who think they have 
a Right, after the Labour of the Day, to 


intoxicate their Faculties by Intempe- 


rance in drinking. You muſt frequently 
have obſerved, how fatal this Vice 
proves to all who are addicted to it. 
Shew me a Man reduced to real Diſ- 
treſs, tis ten to one but Drunkenneſs is 
the Cauſe of it. The Evils that proceed 
from it are ſo various, that it is almoſt 
impoſſible to enumerate them : and 
though you muſt all anticipate what I 
am going to ſay, I will mention ſome 
of the principal, in order to deter you 
the more effectually from having any 
Communication with Men of this Cha- 


racter. 


In 


1 
4 


86 — * = : 
& . 2 — = 


— — 


— 


Mons — 2 Ro — LY” © an a 2 ST _ m_ 3 . 4 bs 8 - i — 
FILE VET as ar 9 a — — 
. 44 * 3 + © % 2 2 * 


| 
| 
j 
| 
| 
: 


176 On the Influence of evil Company. 


In the firſt Place, they who labour 
for their Support, cannot be ſuppoſed to 
poſſeſs any Thing, but what they owe 
to their own Induſtry. What they thus 
honeſtly obtain, ſhould be reſerved care- 
fully, and managed economically, for 
the Support of themſelves, and their 
Families; and, where it is poflible, a 
little ſhould be laid up againſt the Day 
of Sickneſs, and Diſtreſs. Now if every 
Thing gained by Labour, is ſpent in 
drinking, how can it be otherwiſe, than 
that Beggary ſhould be your Portion? 
Your Wives, your little ones, will curſe 
the Hour, in which you were firſt ſe- 


duced by this deſtructive Intemperance. 


Secondly, you will hereby be diſqua- 
lified for Work. Your Faculties will 
be 
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be intoxicated, and you will be neither 
able, nor willing, to engage in the only 
Employment, by which you are capable 
of ſupporting yourſelves. Your Minds, 
and your Bodies, will be equally diſor- 
dered ; Intemperance will bring on Diſ- 


eaſes of every Kind, and you will be re- 


duced to ſolicit for a precarious Subſiſ- 


tence, from thoſe whom your honeſt In- 
duſtry might entitle you to conſider as 
your Equals. And there is alſo this 
additional Misfortune, that he who has 
once fixed upon himſelf an Imputation 
of Intemperance, will not eaſily find any 
who will employ him, even in that little 
Portion of Work, which he will think 
it neceſſary to undertake. 


But the worſt Conſequence of all is, 
N that 
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that he who thus accuſtoms himſelf to 
drown his Faculties, will become wicked 
in Proportion as he indulges in this Ex- 
ceſs, The Paſſage is very ſhort from 
Idleneſs to Irreligion. The Houſe of 
God will be neglected, as the Houſe of 
Intemperance is frequented ; and when 
once we have deſerted our Maker, there 
is na Doubt but he will deſert us. 


Conſider this ſeriouſly and attentive- 
ly, and avoid ill Company of every 
Kind. However well inclined you may 
be, depend upon it that you will ſoon 
become Partakers of their Manners, 
with whom you aſſociate : fo juſt is the 
Obſervation of the Apoſtle, that evil 
| Communications corrupt good Manners, 
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. Though 1 ſpeak with the Tongues of Men 
and of Angels, and have not Charity, 1 
am become as founding Braſs, or a tink= 
ling Cymbal. _ 

And though T have the Gift of Prophecy, 
and underſtand all Myſteries, and all 
Knowledge; and though I have all Faith, 

fo that I could remove Mountains, and 
have not Charity, I am nothing. 

And though I beſtow all my Goods to 
Joe the Poor, and though I give my 
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Body to be burned, and have not Cha- 
rity, it profiteth me nothing. 

Charity ſuffereth long, and is kind; Cha- 
rity envieth not ; Charity vaunteth not 
itſelf, is not puffed up, 

Doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, ſeeketh 
not her own, is not eafily provoked, 
thinketh no Evil, 

Rejoiceth not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth in 

N 

Beareth all Things, believeth all Things, 

bopeth all Things, endureth all Things. 


C\NUCH is the Account of Charity, 
as given by St. Paul: — from 


whence we ſee plainly, that it is 
the moſt neceſſary, as well as the moſt 
comprehenſive, of all Chriſtian Duties. 
Indeed, conſidering Men in a focial 
4 Light, 
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Light, it includes the Whole of the 
Obligation which they owe to others. 
It is the univerſal Benevolence, ſo often 
inſiſted on by our Lord; it is that ze 
Commandment, by which his Diſciples 
were to be peculiarly diſtinguiſhed. — 
There are religious Duties which we owe 
to God, there are perſonal Duties which 
we owe to ourſelves ; but all foc:a/ Du- 
ties are compriſed under that general 
Appellation, Charity. — The Apoſtle 
ſpeaks ſo highly of it, as to give it in 
expreſs Terms the Preference over other 
Virtues ; and now, ſays he, abideth Faith, 
Hape, Charity, theſe three; but the greateſt 
F theſe, is Charity. 


In the common, and popular Accepta- 
tion of this Word, we generally mean, 
N 4 either 
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either the Act of beſtowing Alms on 
thoſe, who are in a State of Dif- 
treſs, or a Diſpoſition to relieve the 
Wants of others, prompting us to ſuch 
Act. But this I ſhall ſhew, in the fol- 
lowing Diſcourſe, to be a very partial 
Repreſentation of this truly Chriſtian 
Virtue. It is indeed comprehended un- 
der it; but may be, and indeed fre- 
quently is, exerted by thoſe, who have 
no Title to be conſidered as charitable, 
in the proper, and extended Senſe of the 
Word; in that Senſe of it, in which it 
is here uſed by the Apoſtle. 


In order to give you as juſt a No- 
tion as I am able of this moſt excellent 
Virtue, I ſhall follow the Apoſtle's De- 
ſcription of it, and comment upon each 
Part, 
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Part, that you may ſee the great Ex- 
tent of this Duty, and the Obligations 


that you lie under to the Performance 
of it. 


The Apoſtle begins, by declaring the 

- -Excellence of this Virtue in general ; 
T hough I ſpeak with the Tongues of Men, 
and of Angels, and have not Charity, I 


am become as ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling 
Cymbal. 


We know, that the firſt Preachers of the 
Goſpel were endowed, not only with the 
Gift of Tongues, by which Means they 
were enabled to addreſs all Men in their 
reſpective Languages, and without which, 
we cannot well conceive, how the Goſ- 
pel could have been propagated ſo ef- 

fectually; 
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fectually; but alſo with an irreſiſtible 
Eloquence, and Power of Perſuaſion, 


ſpeaking as Men never ſpake, —There 
was no greater Inſtance of this than 
St. Paul himſelf.” Upon every Occa- 
ſion, not only his Arguments are cogent, 
but even his Art, and Addreſs, are very 
remarkable. This alone muſt naturally 
have a mighty Effect upon his Audience. 
The Inhabitants of Lyſtra called bim 
Mercurius, becauſe be was the chief 
Speaker. That idolatrous People was fo 
much ſtruck with his Manner of ſpeak- 
ing, that they conſidered him as their 
God of Eloquence, come down among 
them, — But this Talent of Oratory, 
though exerted in the higheſt Degree, 
he here conſiders, as a trifling, and uſe- 
leſs Accompliſhment, unleſs it be em- 


ployed 
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ployed for the Benefit of others, and 
made ſubſervient to the Purpoſes of 
Charity. Though I ſpeak with the Tongues 
of Men and of Angels, and have not Cha- 
rity, I am become as ſounding Braſs, or a 
tinkling Cymbal: J am as uſeleſs as thoſe 
muſical Inſtruments, which, though they 


ſound loud in the Ear, convey no Leſ- 


ſon to the Underſtanding. 


The Apoſtle proceeds to give the 
Preference to Charity over thoſe Quali- 
fications, either acquired or ſupernatu- 
ral, for which himſelf, and his Fellow- 
labourers in the Goſpel, were fo emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed. And though 7 
have the Gift of Prophecy, and under- 
tand all Myſteries, and all Knowledge ; 
and though ] have all Faith, fo that 1 

could 
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could remove Mountains, and have not Cha- 
rity, I am nothing, 
| 

I obſerved, that confining the Word 
Charity to the mere giving of Alms, is 
a great Abridgment of a Word, which 
ought to be uſed in a much more ex- 
tended Signification. The former Vir- 
tue, we ſee, that of beſtowing Alms, 
may ſubſiſt, where the latter, that of 
Charity, has no Place. For thus the 
Apoſtle proceeds, And though T beſtow all 
my Goods to feed the Poor, and though I 
give my Body to be burned, and bave not 
Charity, it profiteth me nothing. 


But here it may be aſked, how a Man 
can beſtow all his Goods to feed the 


Poor, and yet not have Charity ? 
The 
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The proper Anſwer, I preſume, to this 
Queſtion, is, that in every Thing that 
we'do, the Motive, and not the Act, is 
conſidered. Tis this which conſtitutes 
the Merit of our Works, and this only. 
—God, who knows the Heart, will 
judge from what Principle all our Ac- 


tions proceed. To relieve the Diſtreſſes 
of the indigent, is undoubtedly a great 


Virtue, if we are urged to it by a Com- 
paſſion for their Sufferings, and a Con- 
ſideration that they are entitled to our 
good Offices, as Children of our com- 


mon Father, which is in Heaven. Per- 


ſons who a& upon theſe Principles ge- 
nerally do good Offices to their Brethren 
in Secret, knowing, that God, who ſeeth 
Things ſecret, will reward them openly. 


But 


j 
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But there are others, whoſe Liberality 
ariſes from far different Motives : They 
found a Trumpet before them, when they 
give Alms ; they are ambitious of being 
eſteemed generous and magnificent; they 
give with an undiſtinguiſhing Hand, not 
that they may do Good, but that they 
may gain the Approbation of Mankind ; 
of theſe Men it may be juſtly faid, that 
though bey give all their Goods to feed 
the Poor, they have not Charity. 


Farther ; theſe Men, who are thus 
oſtentatiouſly munificent, are frequent- 
ly guilty of Injuſtice to ſome, in 
order that they may be generous to 
| others. As their Conduct proceeds from 
no moral Principle, their very Libera- 
lity aſſumes rather the Nature of a Vice, 
| than, 
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than of a Virtue. It is founded neither on 
Piety, nor Compaſſion, but always on 
Arrogance, frequently on Injuſtice. How 
widely do theſe Men depart from the Pre- 
cept of our Lord, who has commanded 
us upon theſe Occaſions, not to let our 
left Hand know, what our right Hand doth . 


Thus we ſee, how Men may give, 
and yet not be charitable.— But we are 
not to ſuppoſe from hence, that beſtow- 
ing Alms, where it ariſes from the pro- 
per Motive, is not a great Branch of 
Charity, though by no Means the 
Whole of it. To relieve the Diſtreſs of 
our Fellow-creatures, from a Senſe of 
Compaſſion, is certainly a Chriſtian 
Virtue. It matters not how much we 
give, but with what Diſpoſition of Mind. 

That 
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That which to one Man is a mere Trifle, 
to another is a Sum of great Conſe- 
quence. The Widow's Mite was ac- 
cepted as an Offering grateful to God, 
beyond all the ſplendid and magnificent 
Preſents of thoſe, who were placed in 
a more exalted Station. What ſhe gave, 
ſhe gave from her Feelings ; from a Mo- 
tive of true Compaſſion, and a real De- 
fire of relieving the Diſtreſs of others. 
She gave probably her little All, which 
was infinitely more than the ſumptuous 
Offermgs of the Proud. Charitable 
therefore ſhe certainly was, as far as 
that Branch of the Duty extends, in the 
greateſt Degree; and we might juſtly 
ſay to thoſe who are poſſeſſed of the 
moſt ample Fortunes, in the Words of 
our Saviour, Go, and do thou. kkewtſe : 

| | Go, 
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Go, and from the ſame Motives of Hu- 
manity, and Compaſſion, relieve all thoſe 
who ſtand in Need of thy Bounty, and 
thy Charity ſhall not be forgotten; the 
Lord will reſtore thee Fourfold into thy 


Boſom. | Cate” 


The Apoſtle having thus declared the 
Excellence of Charity in general, and 


ſhewn in what it does not conſiſt, pro- 


ceeds to enumerate ſeveral of its Pro- 


perties , 


Charity ſuffereth long, and is kind. 


There is in ſome Men an Impetuoſity 
of Diſpoſition, in others a Pride of Na- 
ture, that if they have received, or fancy 
that they have received the ſlighteſt Af- 

O front 
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front from another, they are inſtigated 
to immediate Revenge, and think it a 
Proof of their Spirit, and manly Cou- 
rage, not to wait for a ſecond Inſult, or 
calmly expoſtulate upon the firſt, This 
is directly contrary to Charity, which, as 
the Apoſtle tells us, /ufereth long, and 
is kind; it waiteth to ſee, whether a 
ſuppoſed Offence aroſe from a malicious 
Intent; whether it is likely to be re- 
peated, whether it may not be repented 
of, before it proceeds to any Severity 
againſt the Author of it: it is kind; it 
maketh Allowance for the Imperfec- 
tions of Men, for their little Heats and 
Paſſions, their Opinions and Prejudices, 
and chooſes rather to ſubmit to many 
Inconveniences, than to ſpeak with 
Acrimony, or act with Aſperity againſt 


any. 


n 


any.— How often, ſaid St. Peter to our 
Lord, Shall my Brother offend againſt me, 
and I forgive him? till ſeven Times? I 
ſay not unto thee, replied our Saviour, 
till ſeven Times, but till ſeventy Times 
ſeven.—This is the true Kindneſs, and 
Forbearance, of Chriſtian Charity,—We 
are repreſented in Scripture as Brethren ; 
we ſhould act as ſuch. Did Brothers 
upon every little Diſpute, ſuch as will 
infallibly ariſe in a Variety of Tempers 
and Diſpoſitions, cheriſh III-will and 
Malice againſt each other; did they 
not forget, and forgive the peeviſh Ex- 
preſſions which will naturally fall from 
them in ſome Moments, even againſt 
thoſe, whom we moſt love, what Con- 
fuſion and Diſorder would there be in 


every Family? In would it fare with 
O 2 the 
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the Parent of ſuch malicious, and un- 
forgiving Children.—In this Light, I 
ſay, we ſhould confider all Men as 
our Brethren. We ſhould not be extreme 
to mark what they may do amiſs. We 
ſhould endeavour by Patience, and For- 
bearance, to ſoften any little Aſperity, 
or correct any Acrimony in their Tem- 
per; we ſhould conſider it, (as it really 
is,) as a Mark of a more noble Mind 
to forgive, than to revepge. We ſhould 
relent upon the leaſt Shew of Sorrow 
in him that has injured us; we ſhould 
even be forward to make Propoſals of 
Amity : for it often happens, that he, 
who has offended another, would glad- 
ly make Conceſſions, and wiſhes to be 
reconciled, but keeps at a Diſtance, be- 
cauſe heis aſhamed to offer Propoſals, and 

afraid 
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afraid that they will be rejected: Thus a 


Coolneſs continues from Time to Time, 
merely for Want of an Opportunity to 
heal the Breach, from a Senſe of Shame 
in one Party, and Pride in the other. 
This is what we too often ſee, even in 

thoſe, whoſe Characters in other Re- 
ſpects are by no Means reproachable. 
But this is not the Spirit of Chriſtia- 
nity ; this is not that mild Benevolence 
of the Goſpel, ſo often preſcribed by our 
bleſſed Lord ; this, in ſhort, is not that 
Charity, that /uffereth long, and is kind. 


The next Mark that the Apoſtle 
gives of Charity, is, that it envieth not. 


« Envy,” fays a great Philoſopher of 
our own Country, than whom none was 


O 3 a greater 
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a greater Maſter of the human Mind, 
ce 1s an Uneaſineſs, cauſed by the Con- 
« ſideration of a Good we deſire, ob- 
« tained by one we think ſhould not 
* have had it before us?“ —But this 
ſurely is an inadequate Definition of that 
malignant Paſſion. There ſeems to be 
nothing ſo very unreaſonable in being 
uneaſy at the Loſs of what we think 
we deſerve. And the Uneaſineſs, -ac- 
cording to this Repreſentation, does not 
ſo much ariſe from the Conſideration of 
another Man's Happineſs, as from our 


own Diſappointment. Envy, painted 
in theſe Colours, is the natural Effect of 
Self-Love ; and would infallibly, upon 
ſuch an Occaſion, exert itſelf in the 
Breaſt of moſt Men. 


But 


r 


But a Paſſion fo univerſal could never 
be ſo univerſally deſpiſed. It cannot be 
a Seed, which takes Root in every Soil, 
but a Weed, which ſprings up only in 
the rankeſt. The more proper Account 
of it ſeems to be, “ that it is an Unea- 
ſineſs cauſed by ſome Good obtained 
* by another, without any Conſidera- 
* tion of our own Merits.” Let us 
view it in this Light, and it will appear 
the moſt ungenerous Paſſion, that ever 
infected the human Mind; always rack- 
ing itſelf to deviſe villainous Schemes 
for the Ruin of open Friendſhip, and 
unſuſpecting Integrity; rejoicing in the 
Miſery of others, and grieving at their 
Proſperity; thus becoming an exact Re- 
preſentation of the Devil himſelf, whoſe 

04 whole 
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whole Happineſs conſiſts in deviſing, and 
compaſſing, the Ruin of Mankind. 


Such then being this deteſted Prin- 
ciple, we cannot be ſurpriſed that it 
ſhould be repreſented by the Apoſtle, 
as incompatible with Chriſtian Charity. 
It is indeed exactly the Reverſe of it. 
A true Chriſtian delights in promoting 
the Happineſs of his Fellow-creatures ; 
an envious Man in deſtroying it: the 
charitable Chriſtian rejoices in the Suc- 
ceſs of his Neighbours ; the envious Man 
repines at it : the charitable ' Chriſtian 
in ſhort is a Friend, and the envious 
Man is an Enemy, to all his Fellow- 
Creatures. 


As 
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As Charity envieth not, fo it vaunteth 
not itſeif, is not puffed up. 


The next Paſſion to Envy, that is 
moſt contrary to Charity, is Pride. The 
proud Man is ſo entirely occupied with 
the Idea of his own Importance, that 
he has neither Time, nor Inclination, 
to attend to the Feelings of others. He 
exacts ſo ſcrupulouſly every little Form 
of Reſpe& and Civility, he demands fo 
much Attention and Reverence, that it 


is almoſt impoſſible to ſatisfy him. 


Is he proud of his Birth ?—He will 
then look down upon his Fellow-crea- 
tures, as if they were compoſed of 
coarſer Materials, never conſidering that 
all are deſcended from the ſame Stock, 

ſubject 
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ſubject to the ſame Infirmities, and 
Children of the fame Father.— Is he 
proud of his Abilities ?—The Conſe- 
quence then will be, that he will look 
with a ſupercilious Contempt upon 
thoſe, whoſe Underſtandings he ſees 
to be ſo inferior to his own ; and imagine 
that the ſame Place of Reception can 
never be deſtined for Souls fo unlike, as 
his, and his illiterate Brethren.—Does 
he boaſt himſelf in his Riches ?—The 
Poor, alas! will ſeldom find a Friend in 


him, who has no Conception what Po- 


verty is. He grudges them even the 
flight Recompence of their Labour, and 
ſeldom condeſcends to ſympathiſe in 
their Sufferings. 


Thus we fee, how naturally Pride, 
let 
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let it be of what Sort it will, indiſpoſes 
Men to Charity.—Pride vaunteth itſelf; 
Charity doth not: Pride is puffed up; 
Charity is not. 


And as Pride is a Paſſion of the human 
Mind inconſiſtent with Charity, ſo 1s 
Humility on the other hand generally 
productive of it. When we entertain a 
proper Opinion of ourſelves, and our 
own Weakneſs, then we are more likely 
to attend to the Wants, and Weakneſs 
of others. The Calamities, in which 
they. are involved, may poſſibly over- 
whelm us; that is a ſufficient Motive 
for endeavouring to relieve them: or if 
there is no Proſpect of that, yet Com- 
paſſion, which is ſtifled by Pride, is 
rouſed by Humility; and when we are 

ſenſible 
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ſenfible of our own Infirmities, we ſhall 
make a proper Allowance for the Infir- 


mities of others. 


It is in Conſequence of this Humility 
that Charity, as the Apoſtle goes on, 
doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, and ſeeketh 
not her own; is not ſolicitous to chal- 
lenge that Reſpect, that is her Due; is 
not anxious to obtain the Applauſe of 
Mankind, but is ſatisfied with deſerving 
it by a conſtant Exertion of kind Offices, 
and good Works; Charity therefore 2 
not eafily provoked. 


Thinketh no Ev 
It is a juſt Obſervation, that the worſe 


the Motives of our own Conduct are, 
3 the 
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the worſe we ſhall ſuppoſe thoſe of other 


Men to be. Indeed, we can form noCon- 
jecture, how Men will act under parti- 
cular Circumſtances, (unleſs we are pre- 
viouſly acquainted with their Charac- 
ters,) but from knowing, how we ſhould 
act ourſelves, We naturally, upon ſuch 
Occaſions, aſk our own Hearts, and they 
anſwer for us. If therefore a Man's Prin- 
Ciples are bad, he will fancy that others 
are not better. If he is convinced that 
he ſhould be guilty of this, or that Of- 
fence, ſuppoſing that he was ſo circum- 
ſtanced, he will be convinced that others 
are guilty of it. Let no Man flatter 
himſelf therefore, that 'tis a Mark of his 
own Innocence, that he imputes Guilt 
to others; on the contrary, 'tis a Sign 
of a profligate Heart, as well as an un» 

_ charitable 
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charitable Diſpoſition. Wicked Men 
put the worſt Conſtruction on the Con- 
duct of their Neighbours; but Charity 
thinketh no Evil. 


Rejoiceth not in Iniquity, but rejoiceth 
in the Truth 


As it is the Property of Charity, to 
rejoice in the temporal Proſperity of 


others, ſo will it rejoice more abundant- 


ly, when it ſees Piety, and Morality 


extend their Influence over Mankind.— 
It is a ſtrange Thing in general, that we 
ſhould be fo ſolicitous for the Health, the 
Reputation, the Fortune of our Friends, 
and yet not be at all uneaſy at ſeeing 
them incur the Hazard of God's Diſ- 


pleafure. Nay ſome ſeem to co-operate 
ſo 


@©. CH XLR1 F © hop 
fo far with the Enemy of Mankind, as 


to feel a diabolical Satisfaction in the 
Sin and Profligacy of others. This is 
directly contrary to Charity, which re- 
forces not in Iniquity, but rejoices in the 
Truth; rejoices to ſee Men purſue their 
true Intereſts, by embracing the Prin- 
ciples, and practiſing the Duties of that 
Religion, which by Way of Eminence is 
juſtly ſtyled, he Truth, 


Beareth all Things — 


This Characteriſtic of Charity is ex- 
actly the ſame, with what is ſaid of it 
before, that it ſuffereth long. But the 
original Word, if properly tranſlated, 
will ſhew us the Apoſtle's Meaning, in 
this Part of the Duty. It ſhould be, co- 


vereth 


2 
— 
- 
— 


. _ PIR 
4 -—— - r 
- ig — 
1 = 
= — — — — 
F 


— - 
— 
7 o Y — 
1 7 — — — — = * by 
a n — < . 
7 ——— = 
. — — — ww = A ay 


OD 
— — 2 


> 
- —— — 
rr 
- 
— — — 
— — F = ww 
oa — 4 — — — - - 5 


a. 


A. * a 


—_— * » 
ET. + Pwr. 2: . — 6 2 ka 
29 22 K *—. ˙ 2 — ca Rn oe M — 
* *. & Salo Fs aw. — — Y 9222 Ec, i fo. - i S 
Þ > _— — — 


— — - 
— — 
— 


a 


— 
— — 2 


— — 


3 


* 


— = 
— . & „ * 
* a 
— - — - 4 wed. „4c q—— — 


— — 2 — —— . itD00Þ17 


r SS EOS 


- 25 — reer 
8 


4 — — — 
— 


* a 20m , 
— > FE - 


208 Os CHARIT Z- 


vereth all Things; i. e. Charity endea- 
vours to conceal all the Faults of Men; 
ſo far from delighting, as is too often 
the Caſe, in ſpreading idle Tales to the 
Prejudice of others; ſo far from endea- 
vouring to leſſen any one in the Opinion 
of the World; the truly charitable Man 
will frequently conceal, what he knows 
that he could not publiſh, without hurt- 
ing the Author of it. 


We often ſee Men acting upon far 
contrary Principles; they propagate a 
Tale of Slander with ſuch Satisfaction, 
as if they were the better becauſe others 
are worſe; they aggravate every Cir- 
cumſtance; they even add many, which 
have no Exiſtence but in their malicious 
Narrative, and are ſo far from covering, 


as 
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as Charity would incite them to do, that 


they wantonly expoſe, and detect every 
Failing. 


This Charity, which covereth all 
Things, is eaſily induced to believe all 
Things. Common Experience ſhews us, 
that we are very much inclined to fancy 
thoſe Things true, which we wiſh may 
prove ſo. He who takes a cruel Plea- 
ſure in hearing an evil Report, ſincerely 
hopes that the Report may prove true ; 
and that very Diſpoſition of Mind in- 
clines him to adopt it as a Truth, before 
he is certainly informed, whether it be 
ſo, or no.—On the contrary, he who 
hears any good Report of his Neigh- 
bour, and wiſhes that it may be founded 
on Fact, eaſily believes that it is ſo.— 
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Thus while one Man is excited to think 
all Good of his Neighbour, another is as 
forward to believe all Evil. It will fre- 
quently happen, in the Courſe of human 
Affairs, that each will be diſappointed; 
that the charitable Man will have be- 
lieved in good Report, without ſufficient 
Foundation; and the uncharitable Man 
in evil Report, upon Grounds ſtill 
lighter. But the one will be deteſted 
for his malevolent Spleen, and the other 


will be loved for his ingenuous Simpli- 


city. 


If Charity be/zeveth all Things, much 
more muſt it hope all Things. For this 
goeth not ſo far as the other. The beſt 
of Men may conceive Hopes even of the 


moſt abandoned, and may wiſh, that 


their 


or CHA RLTTHN OO; 


their Vices are not ſo foul, as uſually 
repreſented. But then their own Experi- 
ence and Sagacity, may make it not 


poſſible for them to believe it to be ſo. 


The laſt Property of this Evangelical 
Charity is, that it endureth all Things : 
i. e. though it meets with Injuries, and 
encounters many Inſults, it does not en- 
tertain any Malice, or Rancour, againſt 
the Authors of them, but patiently ſub- 
mits, for CHriſt's Sake. Of this we have 
the ſtrongeſt Inſtance, and moſt exem- 
plary Pattern, in the Conduct of our 
bleſſed Lord. When he was reviled, he 


reviled not again. Even upon the Croſs, 


he prayed for his Torturers, and thus 


gave to his Diſciples the moſt ſignal 
2 Proof 
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Proof of that Charity, which he had ſo 
particularly recommended to them. 


That we may follow this illuſtrious 


Example, God of his infinite Mercy 
grant, Cc. &c. 


SERMON 


OF AN 


SERMON VIII. 
EARLY PIETY. 
P 


ADVANTAGE and NECESSITY 


ECCLESIASTES Xii. I. 
Remember now thy Creator in the Days of 
thy Youth, while the evil Days come not, 
nor the Years draw nigh, when thou 
ſhalt ſay, I have no Pleaſure in them. 


E 2 HE wiſe King of I/rae] had ex- 
perienced in the higheſt De- 


gree every Thing that is gene- 

rally ſuppoſed a neceſſary Ingredient in 
human Felicity. He was poſſeſſed of a 
moſt extenſive Dominion, he was Lord 
of many Nations ; but his Power, how- 
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ever it might dazzle his Eyes for a Mo- 
ment, could afford to his Heart no ſolid 


Satisfaction. 


Knowledge alſo he enjoyed beyond the 
Sons of Men. He pryed into all the 
myſterious Secrets of Nature, and fol- 
lowed her to her inmoſt Receſſes. He 
knew the Names and Virtues of every 
Herb and every Plant, rom the Cedar 
of Libanus to the Hyſſop that groweth 
on the Wall. But even this was not ſuf- 
ficient to ſatisfy his Soul ; nor could he 
be happy in the Conſciouſneſs that he 
was wiſe above the Sons of Men. | 


And if neither his Power, nor his 
Wiſdom could effect this, much leſs 
could the Opportunities that he enjoyed 

of 
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of indulging himſelf in every ſenſual 


Pleaſure : This he experienced in its 
moſt exquiſite Degree ; but he found 
that it palled on the Senſe, ſoon became 
cloying and diſguſtful, and communi- 
cated not the leaſt of its Satisfaction to 
the Soul. He concluded therefore, upon 
an accurate Examination of human Life, 
that, conſidered in itſelf, it was incapable 
of conferring Happineſs ; that all was 
Vanity and Vexation of Spirit : he found 
that a proper Senſe of God, and a juſt 
Attention to our religious Duty, was the 
only Thing that could make Men hap- 


pier, as well as better, 


And in order that the Mind of Men 
may be early impreſſed with a Senſe of 
Religion, he gives them this excellent 

Advice, 
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Advice, Remember now thy Creator in 
the Days of thy Youth. 


Whatever Impreſſions have been made 
upon the Mind of a Man in the early 
Seaſon of Life; whatever Characters 
have been ſtamped upon the Soul in 
his younger Days, will generally remain 
there to the utmoſt Extent of his Life, 
and prove the Rule of his Actions and 
Conduct. And although theſe Charac- 
ters will ſometimes, from a Commerce 
with wicked Men, be effaced, yet will 
they not be entirely eraſed. Conſcience 
will teach a Man to recolle& himſelf ; 
to look back to the Leſſons of Virtue and 
Morality, which he was formerly fo well 
acquainted with; and they will revive 
again with all their Freſhneſs, as plain 

| and 


an early Piety. 219 
and as legible as before. We ſee daily 


Inſtances of this in our Commerce with 
the World; and we feel the Force of it 


in every Thing elſe, as well as in our 


religious Duties. The Man who has 
learned the Principles and Practice of 
any Art or Science, may be diverted from 
it by other Purſuits, and never think of 
returning to it again : But ſhould he in 
Proceſs of Time be deſirous of renewing 
an Acquaintance with a once loved 
Amuſement, he will come to it at 
firſt perhaps like a Novice, who never 
learnt its firſt Rudiments ; but a little 


— * 42 — — 


Practice will bring him back to his 


— 25 Þ 


former Degree of Perfection, and he will 
find, that he had only laid it aſide, n6t 
forgotten it. Juſt ſo it is with the great 
Duties of Religion. Where a Fear of 
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offending God, and a Deſire of pleaſing 


him, have made a ſtrong Impreſſion on 
the Mind, they will not eaſily be eradi- 
cated. A Man may deviate from theſe 
firſt Principles, may be miſled for a 
Time by the Deceit of wicked Men, 
and even forget his Dependence on God ; 
but ſhould a Senſe of his Wickedneſs 
return upon him, ſhould he determine 
to forſake his Sin, he will ſoon find 
that Religion and Virtue were Things, 
to which he was formerly uſed, and will 
find the Practice of them ſoon become 


eaſy, and familiar to him. 


As therefore it is of the utmoſt Con- 
ſequence, to furniſh the Mind, in the 
early Seaſon of Life, with Maxims of 
Religion, founded on the moſt juſt, and 


rational 


an early Piety. 221 


rational Principles; as the good Seed 
ſhould then be ſown, while the Ground 
is duly prepared to receive it, before it 
be choaked with Thorns, or overgrown 
with Thiſtles; ſo is it the moſt neceſſary 
and indiſpenſable Duty of all Parents, to 
be extremely careful and aſſiduous even 
in the moſt early Part of the Education 
of their Children, that their Minds may 
be habituated to Virtue, and ſoftened by 
repeated Inſtruction; that every Maxim 
of Religion and Morality may be ſtrongly 
rooted in them. I ſay, in the moſt early 
Part of their Education; for did not 
Experience evince the Truth of it, it 
would appear aſtoniſhing how ſoon theſe 
Impreſſions begin to have an Influence 
upon the Mind, long before it is capable 
of knowing, or judging of the Reaſons 
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and Principles, upon which they are 
founded. No ſooner ſhould a Child 
ſpeak, than he ſhould be taught to ſpeak 
the Praiſes of his God, and to uſe his 
Name with the utmoſt Awe, and Re- 
verence, that he may never after miſ- 
uſe it wantonly and profanely. God will 
accept of Prayers out of the Mouths of 
Babes, and Sucklings; and they ſhould 
be directed to offer up to him their 
Morning and Evening Sacrifice. 


But above all, it ſhould be the utmoſt 
Care of Parents to ſet forth a good Ex- 
ample to their Children, that they may 
look up to them as Patterns of Virtue, 
and endeavour to conform themſelves to 

them. In vain will they order their 
| little ones to do what is right, if them- 


ſelves 
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ſelves do every Thing that is wrong. 
What Force can heir Admonition have, 
who are deſtitute of every good Prin- 
ciple ? What good Effect can their Chaſ- 
tiſement have, who deſerve to be chaſtiſed 
with heavier Stripes ?—A wicked Father 
of a Family is the worſt Peſt of Society, 
and the greateſt Enemy to Religion ; 
for he not only tranſgreſſes all the Laws 
of God and Man himſelf, but is the 
Cauſe, that all thoſe, who are ſprung 
from him, tranſgreſs them likewiſe. 
Men of the moſt abandoned Principles 
have generally ſo much Power over their 
own external Conduct, as to behave with 
Decency and Propriety in public ; and 
particularly in the Preſence of thoſe, 
who they know would be moſt highly 
offended 
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offended at the Breach of them. But is 
it not very wonderful, that they will not 
watch over their Conduct with as much 
Care and Caution in the Company of 
their Children ? They give vent to every 
little intemperate Guſt of Paſſion ; they 
have no Check upon their Words, or 
their Actions; and being themſelves 
Tyrants in their Houſes, teach their 
Children to be Tyrants alſo. 


There is a greater Reaſon why this 
Attention ſhould be paid to the Manners 
of Vouth, becauſe, in Proportion as this 
Buſineſs is deferred, the more difficult 
will it grow : and beſides, if good Prin- 
ciples are not imprinted on the Mind, it 
will certainly be over-run with bad 


ones. A Commerce with the World 
| will 
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will ſeduce even the well inſtructed ; 
and if this be the Caſe, what muſt it do 
to thoſe, who are not inſtructed at all? 
The Snares that are ſpread for the Feet 
of Youth ; the Cares and Anxictics that 
attend a more advanced Age the Luſt 
of Power, the Eagerneſs for Riches, the 
Deſire of Pleaſure, all theſe contribute 
their Share towards removing the Vir- 
tues of Religion, and Morality, from our 
Minds. The ſtronger theſe Impreſſions 
originally were, the Router Reſiſtance 
ſhall we make, and be the better able to 
riſe ſuperior'to all Temptations. When 
we caſt our Eyes on the World, and fee 
what a Variety of Wickedneſs lies be- 
fore us; when we conſider to what a 
Height Immorality and Irreligion have 
raiſed themſelves, and how the Fear of 


. God 
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God ſeems to have been baniſhed from 
the Hearts of Men; we muſt think 
every Precaution not too much, before 
we enter upon ſuch a Scene.—To go 
forth to ſuch a Fight as this, the Soldier 
ſhould be well armed at leaſt with 
every Weapon of Defence. If the young 
Man expects to encounter thefe Monſters 
with Succeſs, he muſt fortify his Soul 
with the trueſt Courage, a Senſe of Re- 
ligion. That will enable him to avoid 
all the Dangers that he will be ſubje& 
to; that will teach him to ſteer ſafe 
among all the Rocks, upon which he 
muſt otherwiſe ſplit ; that in ſhort will 
make him happy here, becauſe he will 
enjoy the ſureſt Confidence of being 
happy hereafter. RA 

As 
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As it is moſt conducive to our Hap- 
pineſs, fo alſo is it moſt reaſonable, that 
we ſhould employ our Youth in Acts of 
early Piety, and Devotion. It was pre- 
{cribed by the Maſaical Law, that the 
Hfaelites ſhould offer up to God the Firſt 
Fruits of their Harveſt, and the Firſt- 
lings of their Flock ; in the ſame Man- 
ner ſhould we dedicate the early Part of 
our Life, and the Firſt Fruits of our 
Reaſon, to him, from whom alone we 
received the Power of diſtinguiſhing 
Good from Evil. To what Purpoſe hath 
God endowed our Vouth with ſuch 
noble Faculties, with Strength and 
Comelineſs of Perſon, with Vigour of 
Underſtanding, with a Mind capable of 
comprehending the ſublimeſt Subjects, 
and a Memory to retain them, but that 


Q 2 we 
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we ſhould exert them all in his Service, 
and employ them to his Honour ? Shall 
we be ſatisfied in offering up to him the 
Dregs of our Life, when we have ex- 
hauſted the beſt Part of it in the Service 
of Sin ? or ſhall we prefer all our moſt 
extravagant, and lawleſs Paſſions to our 


Attendance on him, and his Religion? 


Beſides, the Minds of young Men, be- 
fore they are inflamed by Paſſion, or 
warped by Prejudice, are more ſuſcep- 
tible of good Impreſſions, and have a 
greater Tendency to learn what is neceſ- 
ſary ſor their Conduct, than when they 
are hardened by Cuſtom, and grown 
callous by a long Communication with 
the World. There is a natural Modeſty 
in Youth, which is ſeldom found in 


thoſe 
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| thoſe of more advanced Years ; and that 


Modeſty frequently makes them liſten to 


good Advice with Attention, and re- 


ceive it with Gratitude, Whereas the 
Man who is hackneyed in all the Ways 
of the World, thinks that he already 
knows every Thing that is neceſſary to 
be known. Thus he continues in a State 
of ignorance, from a Conceit of his own 


Knowledge. 


It is of the utmoſt Conſequence for 
young Men to reflect, that as their 
Youth has been, ſo ſhall their old Age 
be ; that if they miſpend the former in 
Vice and Immorality, the latter will be 
heavy and bitter to them ; whereas if 
they have made Uſe of every Opportu- 
nity that offered of improving them - 
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ſelves, when young, in Virtue and Re- 
ligion, they will be honoured and re- 
ſpected, when old; and have the Teſti- 
| mony alſo of a gqod Conſcience, With 
what Miſery muſt an old Man, whoſe 
Bones are filled with the Tranſgreſſions of 
his Youth, look backward on his paſt 
Life ! with what Horror muſt he look 
forward to F uturity | Will that God, 
whoſe ſecret Warnings he has fo often 
deſpifed, whoſe Holy Spirit he hath fo 
often vexed, turn to him in a Moment ? 
Will he not leave the World with ſuch 
Fear and Trembling, that every Man 


who is privy to the Anguiſh of his Soul, 
and ſces him in the laſt Scene of his Life 
a prey to Horror and Deſpair, will im- 
mediately cry out, Let me die the Death 


of 
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of the Righteous, and let my latter End be 
hike his ! 


But it may be ſaid, that a Leſſon of 
Self-denial and Abſtinence is hard to be 
learnt in that Seaſon of Life, when we 
are molt qualified for the Enjoyments of 
it. To what Purpoſe,” ſays the young 
Libertine, * hath Providence provided 
every Thing that is fair to the Eye, 


c 


and ſweet to the Taſte, if ſome churliſh 
« Inſtructor ariſes, and forbids us the 


« Enjoyment of them? Why is this 


« delicious Fruit ſpread before us, if in 


* the Day that we cat thereof, we ſhall 
* ſurely die? Our Strength, our For- 
* tunes, our Appetites are uſeleſs, if 
% we are to gratify ourſelves with no 


e Pleaſure; away therefore with this 
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* ſtale Advice to the aged, whoſe Paſ- 


„ fions are aſleep, and who muſt neceſ- 
* farily ſubmit to want what they are 


* incapable of enjoying,” 


This Reaſoning would be very juſt, did 
not the Enjoyment of theſe fleet and 
tranſitory Pleaſures diſqualify Men for 
the Reliſh of thoſe which are without 
Meaſure, and without End; and when 
they come to be put in Competition with 
each other, can any one heſitate which 
he ſhall prefer; a ſhort Joy, which laſts 
but for a Moment ; which eyen during 
its Exiſtence, is embittered with much 
Sorrow ; or a Pleaſure that ſhall fill 
the Soul, that. ſhall exclude all Grief, 
that ſhall be mixed with no Alloy, and 
that ſhall continue through all Eternity ! 
But 
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But ſome are apt to valua themſclves 
upon the Strength of their Conſtitution z 
to defer the Buſineſs of Repentance, 
becauſe they flatter themſelves that many 
Years will paſs over their Heads, before 
they ſhall be ſummoned from hence, and 
be no more ſeen. Vain and idle Self-flat- 
tery ! In the Flower of their Youth, in 
the Pride of their Strength, how fre- 
quently are many cut off without a Mo- 
ment's Warning! Diſeaſe, Intempe- 
rance, Accident may bring the ſtouteſt 
to the Earth; the Rage of Peſtilence, or 
the Havock of War. Let not the young 
Man therefore confide in his Youth, nor 
the ſtrong Man in his Strength ; much 
leſs let him on that Account put off the 
neceſſary Duties of Virtue and Reli- 
gion; but rather conſider, that what he 
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now omits, muſt be done hereafter, un- 
leſs he intends patiently to acqu ieſce in 
being eternally miſerable; and that the 
longer he omits, the more difficult he 
will find, the performance of his Duty. 


From what has been ſaid, it plainly 
appears how excellent is the Advice of 
the wiſeſt of Men, that we ſhould re- 
member now our Creator in the Days of 
our Youth. We muſt do it now ; at this 
Inſtant ; there is not a Moment to be 
loſt ; a Moment that has paſſed by, can 
never be recovered ; and no Man can 
aſſure himſelf that another ſhall be 
granted to him. Let us therefore im- 


prove our Time, as that is a moſt pre- 


cious Talent committed to our Charge, 


and for the Management of that, we 
4 ſhall 
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mall infallibiy be called to an Ac- 


count. 
Nothing has proved of more perni- 
cious Conſequence, than a too great 
Indulgence to the Follies and Vices of 
Youth. * We muſt pardon,” it is ſaid, 
* in a young Man, what in another 
* would be inexcuſable.“ It is true, 
the farther a Man is advanced in 
Years, the wiſer he ought to be; and 
an Improvement in Wiſdom ſhould 
be productive of a proportionable Im- 
provement in Goodneſs ; but what is an 
Aggravation of the Fault of one Man, 
is no Diminution from that of another, 
The young Man who fins, fins againſt 
Knowledge, againſt Reaſon, and againſt 
the 
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the revealed Commandments of God. 
He knows in general, that what he 
does is forbidden under the ſevereſt 
Penalties; and it 1s frequently a very 
great Misfortune to him, that inſtead 
of being diſcountenanced and reproved 
by Men of Virtue and Goodneſs, he is 
encouraged by the Smiles at leaſt, if not 
the Approbation, of a careleſs, and in- 
different World. For Inſtance, what 
can be more ſtrictly forbidden in the 


Goſpel, than an indiſcriminate Com- 


merce with ſenſual Harlots? What 
more ſeverely animadverted upon there, 
than an intemperate Uſe of Wine ? And 
yet it muſt be acknowledged, that young 
Men, who are guilty of theſe Exceſſcs, 
take not the leaſt Pains to conceal them, 


nay, 
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nay, frequently boaſt of them, without 
receiving that Reproof from others, 
which they ſhould do; nay, ſometimes 
the Account of their Frolics is con- 
ſidered as a Subject of Mirth, and inno- 


cent Amuſement. I 


But let them not imagine, that be- 
cauſe Vice does not receive that Diſ- 
countenance in the World which it 
ought, that it ſhall therefore paſs un- 
puniſhed, Let them ſearch the Scrip- 
tures; let them take care to faſhion 
their Conduct by them; let them fee 
what Allowance is Here made for the 
Vices of Youth; if there is none, the 
World has no Right to make any De- 
duction. Are they conſcious that they 
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are acting wrong? are they capable of 
underſtanding the Difference between 
Vice and Virtue; and that as the one 
is enjoined, ſo the other is prohibited by 
God ? If they are, let them not flatter 
themſelves that they ſhall eſcape the 
Penalty of having broken a Law, which 
it was in their Power, and which they 
knew to be their Duty, to have kept; 


let them in ſhort remember their Creator 
in the Days of their Youth, and ſo re- 
. member him, as to a& in Conformity to 
his Laws, and walk in the Way of his 


Commandments. 
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SERMON IX. 


JoB xx. 29. | 
This is the Portion of a wicked Man from 
God, and the Heritage appointed unto 
Bim by God. 


H Es E are the Words of Zo- 
* I fhar the Naamathite ; one of 
thoſe cruel, and treacherous 
Friends, who under Pretence of con- 
doling with the righteous Job, came to 


mock his Misfortunes, and inſult him in 
R his 
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his Calamities. He had painted his Diſ- 
treſs in the moſt pathetic Eloquence ; 
he had repreſented his Afflictions as 
greater than he could bear: My Kins- 
« folk,” ſays he, have failed, and 
« my familiar Friends have forgotten me. 
« They that dwell in my Houſe, and my 
« Maids, count me for a Stranger. — 1 
* called my Servant, and be gave me 
no Anſwer. — My Breath is firange to 
„ my Wife, though I entreated for the | 
* Childrens Sake of my own Body, — 
« Have Pity upon me, have Pity upon 
* me, O ye my Friends; for the Hand 
« of God hath touched me.” — 


But the ſtony Hearts of theſe inſulting 
Comforters were not ſo to be ſoftened : 
the Conſolation which they applied to 

the 


* 
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the unfortunate Sufferer, was but ill 
ſuited to his Caſe, harſh and ſevere, in- 
Read of gentle and lenient ; and the Ex- 
preſſions which they made uſe of on 
this melancholy -Occafion, were intend- 
ed, not as a Remedy for his Sorrows, 
but a Reproof for his Complaint. 


This could not long eſcape the Obſer- 
vation of Job ; he faw the Malice of 
their Hearts ; he found how little 'the 
Fickleneſs of human Friendſhip was to 
be relied on; and retracting any haſty 
Expreſſion, which the Violence of his 
Anguiſh might before have extorted 
from him, he took Refuge under the 
Protection of his God. For I know 
« that my Redeemer liveth, and that he 
« ſhall tand at the latter Day upon the 

R 2 « Farth ; 
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* Earth; and though after my Skin, 
* Worms deſtroy this Body, yet in my 
% Fleſh ſhall J ſee God; whom I ſhall 
* ſee for myſelf, and my Eyes ſhall be- 
* bold, and not another, thou gh my Reins 
he conſumed within me.” i. e. Though 
I now endure Chaſtiſement, and Cor- 
* rection, though the Arrows of the 
+ Almighty are now within me, there 
* will come a Time, when I ſhall again 
« be raiſed to Splendor, and Proſpe- 
« rity.” But ye ſhould ſay, ' Why 
2 perſecute we him, ſeeing the Root of 
on the Matter ts found in me — Be ye 
« afraid of the Sword ; for Wrath bring- 
„ oth the Puniſhment of the Sword, that 
« ye may know there is a Judgment,” 1. e. 
Ve ſhould deſiſt from perſecuting a 
Man of Sorrows, and reaſoning: un- 


«« juſtly 
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* juſtly upon his Misfortunes ; leſt 'ye 
&© ſhould awaken the Diſpleaſure of 
“ God, and find to your Coſt, that 


„there is a Judgment more righteous 


* than your own.” 


This ſevere Admonition, this un- 
welcome Warning, from one whom 
they now conſidered, as abject, deſ- 
picable, an Outcaſt both of God and 
Man, could not fail to rouſe the Indig- 
nation of the proſperous, and the Pride 
of the ſcornful. Zopbar haſtily inter- 
poſes; the Beginning of his Speech is 
abrupt, and impaſſioned : *©* Therefore do 
% my Thoughts cauſe me to anſwer ; and 
fer this I make haſte. I have heard the 
« Check of my Reproach, and the Spirit 
« of my Underſtanding cauſeth me to an- 
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« ſwer.” He then opens his Subject : 
„% Knoweſt thou not that it has been aid 
«© of old, ſince Man Was placed upon 
& Earth, that the triumphing of the 
« Wicked ts ſhort, and the oy F the 
« Hypocrite but for a Moment? Though 
* bis Excellency mount up to the Hea- 
„ wens, and his Head reach, unto the: 
« Clouds ; yet he ſhall periſh for ever, 
** like his own Dung; they which have 
« ſeen him, ſhall ſay, where is be?“ But 
indeed the whole Chapter is a moſt 
beautiful, and affecting Deſcription, 
tending all to prove the Point, with 
which he had begun; and thereby ob- 
liquely inſinuating, that Job, unto whom 
dere born ſeven. Sons, and three Daugh- 
ters, whoſe Subſtance was ſeven thouſand 


Sheep, and three thouſand Camels, could 
never 
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never have funk from that State of Af- 
fluence and Happineſs, into ſo much 
Miſery, as he muſt now feel, childleſs, 
covered with Sores, deſtitute of the com- 
mon Neceſſaries of Life, unleſs he had 
clothed himſelf with Sanctity, as a Co- 
vering for his Oppreſſion, and called 
upon the Lord with his Voice, when his 


Heart was far from him. 


Plauſible as this Argument may ap- 
pear, Jeb appeals from it, as not uni- 
verſal. He alledges Inſtances of Riches, 
and Honour, and all the good Things 
of this Life attending evil Men, even to 
the End of their Days. Wherefore do 
« the Wicked live, become old, yea are 
« mighty in Power ? Their Seed is ęſta- 
* bliſhed in their Sight with them, and 
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« their Offspring before their Eyes. — They 
« ſpend their Days in Wealth, and in a 


« Moment go denon to the Grave,” 


Nor can we help ſubſcribing to the 
Opinion of Job.—For whenever we caſt 
our Eyes upon the State of Vice, and 
Virtue in the World, and compare it 
with the State of preſent Happineſs, and 
Miſery, we cannot but immediately per- 
ceive, that according to our imperfect 
Notions, there is a manifeſt Inequality 
in the Diſtribution of the latter, bearing 
no Sort of Proportion to the former ; 
that Happineſs is often the Companion 
of Vice, while Virtue ſits down with 
Miſery in the Duſt: that Health, Friends, 
Fortune, Reputation, wait on proſperous 
Iniquity; while the Lot of the Righteous, 

| which 
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which one might expect to have ſeen 


caſt in a fairer Ground, is Sickneſs, Soli- 


tude, Poverty, and Contempt. — On the 
other Hand, when we reflect on thoſe 
many Paſſages of Holy Writ, which pro- 
miſe a Reward to the Saints on Earth, 
and ſuch as excel in Virtue, we muſt con- 


clude, that ſomewhere or other, our 


Eſtimate is falſe ; either that we have 


entertained wrong Notions of Happi- 
neſs, and Miſery ; or that we have framed 
to ourſelves erroneous Opinions of the 
Characters of Men ; or laſtly, that this 
very Inequality will contribute to the 
Completion of the Scheme of God's moral] 


Adminiſtration, which ſhall be mani- 


feſted at the great Day of general, and 


final Retribution. 
But 
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But the Infidel will not thus eafily 
be ſatisfied; he diſdains to believe the 
liuing Oracles of Truth, if they contra- 
dict his ignorant Prejudices; he truſts 
not for Happineſs, to that Life which is 
beyond the Grave, and thoſe Years, 
which ſhall never fail, but growing deſ- 
perate in his Preſumption, and ſtubborn 
in his Unbelief, cries out, Tuſh, the 
* Lord ſhall not fee; neither ſhall the God 
* of Jacob regard it. 


The very ſame Confideration, which 
haggſuggeſted this Argument to the Un- 
believer, has furniſhed the true Chriſtian 


with a very powerful one in Favour of 


a future State ; for if they, with whoſe 


Obedience, however imperfect, our Lord 
has 
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has been pleaſed! to declare himſelf well 
ſatisfied; if they, I fay, wandering in 
a. barren and dry Land, have found no 


City 20 tuell in, ſure we are, that a : 


Land of Promiſe is reſerved for them; 
that heavenly Canaan; where Rivers of 
Pleaſure flow for evermore. 


My Intention is, to expoſe. the Weak - 
neſs of this Argument, as applied by the 
Infidel ; and ſhew the Strength and Rea- 
ſonableneſs of it, as made uſe of by the 
true Believer: 


And in order to this, E ſhalt con- 
ſider, 


Iſt. How erroneous are our general No- 
tions of Happineſs, and Miſery. 
Happineſs 
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Happineſs is looked upon as the 
Handmaid of Fortune ; as a faithful, 
and inſeparable Attendant on Wealth, 
and Dignity.—But what is Happineſs ? 
—[s it not Content? is it not the Teſ- 
timony of a good Conſcience ? is it not 
an Exemption from Pain, from Sick- 
neſs, and from Sorrow ?—Go then to 
the Wretch, who ſpareth not from his 
uſeleſs Treaſures, to the Stranger, the 
Fatherleſs, and the Widow, and enquire, 
if his inſatiable Deſires be ſatisfied ? 


Go to the cruel and ambitious Tyrant, 


and aſk, if Guilt and Peace can refide in 
the ſame Breaſt ? — Or aſk of him who 
lies panting on the Bed of Sickneſs, if 
Temperance be not better than Gold, and 
Health to be choſen before much Silver ? 

| | 7 Or 
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Or does Happineſs conſiſt in ſuperior 
Parts, and Abilities ?—lI know there are 
thoſe who conſider Felicity as inſeparable 
from Learning; and to be wile, the ſame 
as to be happy : But, alas! how imper- 
fect this Eſtimate is, let the Annals of 
the learned through all Ages declare. 
(For I ſpeak not here of that Wiſdom 
which is to Salvation ; but of that ſmall 
and imperfe& Portion of Knowledge, 
which exceeds not the Bounds of our 
finite Underſtandings ; that Knowledge, 
which we ſo pompouſly boaſt of, and 
dignify with the Title of human Learn- 
ing.) But is this Happineſs ?—Alas! I 
fear, that when we have run the Courſe 
of human Wit, the fatal Conſequence 
will be only this, that our Senſations of 
Uneaſineſs, Diſſatisfaction, and Diſguſt, 


will 
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will be the more exquiſite ; that our 
Reliſh for Pleaſures will grow taſteleſs 
and infipid, and that we ſhall cry out 
with the wiſeſt of the Sons of Men, 
Ait thappentth-tothe Fool, fo happeneth 
it even to me; and why was T then move 
« wiſe? —We ſhall fay in our Hearts, 
that this alſo is Vanity. 


But Honour, and Reputation, the Ap- 
plauſes, and Acclamations of Mankind, 
may perhaps juſtly be thought -produc- 
tive of that Complacency, and Satisfac- 
tion of Mind, which we are here en- 
quiring after Let us then bring this 
alſo to the Teſt; let us examine earthly 
Glory, and enquire what are its Preten- 


ſions to confer Happineſs.— But let us 
at the fame Time make the fair Deduc- 
| tions; 
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tions; let us compute the Uneaſineſs 
which is neceſſary to the acquiring it; 
the greater Uneaſineſs which attends the 
Poſſeſſion of it; the uncertain Tenure 
by which we hold it; and the inconſi- 
derable Value of it, even when ſecured 
to us. For to the obtaining this Idol 
of univerſal Adoration, what Care and 
Vigilance, what Reſtleſſneſs and Anxiety, 
What Jealouſies and Contentions, muſt 
we not endure? Nor is the Enjoyment 
of this airy Phantom leſs painful than 
the Purſuit; for ſhe is cruel and inſi- 
dious, fickle and inconſtant, and her 
Charms are lighter than Vanity. And 
as for that fantaſtic Creature of the 
Imagination, a Life in the Memory of 
future Ages, let the mighty Dead, for 
to them only is it due, declare its trut 


2 Price 


234 On the ſhort Triamph 


will be the more exquiſite ; that our 
Reliſh for Pleaſures will grow taſteleſs 
and infipid, and that we ſhall cry out 
with the wiſeſt of the Sons of Men, 
« Ait happeneth to the Fool, fo happeneth 
1% it even to me ; and why was I then more 
« wiſe? —We ſhall fay in our Hearts, 
that this alſo is Vanity. 


But Honour, and Reputation, the Ap- 
plaufes, and Acclamations of Mankind, 
may -perhaps juſtly be thought produc- 
tive of that Complacency, and Satisfac- 
tion of Mind, which we are here en- 
quiring after,—-Let us then bring this 
alſo to the Teſt; let us examine earthly 
Glory, -and enquire what are its Preten- 
fions to confer Happineſs.—But let us 
at the fame Time make the fair Deduc- 


tions ; 
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tions; let us compute the Uneaſineſs 
which is neceſſary to the acquiring it; 
the greater Uneaſineſs which attends the 
Poffeſhon of it; the uncertain Tenure 
by which we hold it; and the inconſi- 
derable Value of it, even when ſecured 
to us. For to the obtaining this Idol 
of univerſal Adoration, what Care and 
Vigilance, what Reſtleſſneſs and Anxiety, 
What Jealouſies and Contentions, muſt 
we not endure? Nor is the Enjoyment 
of this airy Phantom leſs painful than 
the Purſuit; for 'ſhe is cruel and inſi- 
dious, fickle and inconſtant, and her 
Charms are lighter than Vanity.—And 
as for that fantaſtic Creature of the 
Imagination, a Life in the Memory of 
future Ages, let the mighty Dead, for 
to them only is it due, declare its trut 
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Price and Value. But, alas! the Duff 
hears not the Voice of Praiſe ; neither 
they that go down into the Pit! The 
Spirits of the juſt, admitted into Com- 
munion with the Angels of God, receive 
no additional Beatitude from the Accla- 
mations of Men ; neither can the Shouts 
.and Applauſes of ill-judging Mortals 
reſpite or allay the Torments of thoſe 
infernal Habitations, where the Worm 


dicth not, and the Fire is not quenched, 


If then our Eftimate of Happineſs is 
ſo imperſeR, let us try if we cannot rea- 
ſon with more Certainty on the Nature 
of Miſery. And not to infiſt on the 
leſſer Evils of Life, thoſe innumerable 
Inconvenienecs, which attend every Sta- 


tion of it, let us only conſider Penury, 
and 
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and Pain; for no one, I think, who has 
felt the Severity of either, will be hardy 
enough to deny that theſe are Evils; 
and if any one ſhall think ſo, who has 
not experienced them, I pray to God that 
he be never undeceĩ ved. But let us not 
charge Providence with theſe II ls, which 
it has abundantly ſupplied us with the 
Means to avoid. —Penury, except in ſome 
very extraordinary Circumſtances, is an 
Evil of our own creating. The honeſt 
Induſtry of every Man cannot fail to 
work out ſufficient for Food, Raiment, 
and whatever elſe is conducive to his 
Support : but here, alas! is the Misfor- 
tune, that while to ſome the Neceſlities 
of Life are Superfluities ; to dthers, its 
very Superfluities are become Neceſſities. 


And let us not think that thoſe, whom 
8 God 
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God has placed in the lower Claſs, as it is 
called, of Mankind, are void of Com- 
fort, or deſtitute of Content : ſome Good 
which they enjoy, unknown to other 
Conditions ; ſome Ill, which reaches not 
them, felt by all Conditions beſides, 
brings to a Level with the weal- 
thier Part of Mankind, thoſe, who by 
their peculiar Station are more immedi- 
ately ſubject to the original Curſe, ** In 


*« the Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat 
© Bread.” 


But though Penury is an Evil to be 
imputed only to ourſelves ; yet ſuch is 
the weak Texture of our Conſtitution, 
that Pain and Sickneſs cannot entirely 
be averted by the moſt unrelaxing Vigi- 
lance, or the moſt attentive Sobriety. 

Theſe 
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Theſe are Ills by which the Righteous 
and the Wicked are equally affected; 
nor have the former any Charm, any 
Antidote, which may not be of equal 
Benefit to the latter. What ?—are then 
Virtue and Innocence, and the Con- 
ſciouſneſs of a Life dedicated to the Ser- 
vice of our heavenly Father, no Support 
in the Hour of Sickneſs ? Does the Blaſ- 
phemer, when racked with the Agonies 
of extreme Pain, feel no additional 
Miſery, from the dreadful Expectation 
of falling into greater, and never-ending 
Torments ? or does the good Man, under 
the ſame Circumſtances, receive no Joy 
from reflecting, that he ſhall ſoon ar- 
rive at thoſe happy Manſions, where 
Grief and Pain ſhall be no more, and 

8 2 where 


260 On the ſhort Triumph 


where Tears ſhall be wiped from every 
Eye? What noble Inſtances do we read 
of the whole Army of Martyrs, who 
chearfully ſubmitted to all the Wanton- 
neſs of Cruelty, all the Inſolence of Bar- 
barity, for the Croſs of Chriſt! And 
though their Strength was not the 
Strength of Stones, nor their Fleſh of 
Braſs, yet would they not have ex- 
changed thoſe bitter Tortures, which 
entitled them to an Eternity of unſpeak- 
able Happineſs, tor all thevain and tranſi- 
tory Joys, all the idle and trivial Pleafures, 
which the Children of this World fo 
eagerly covet. — But not to dwell on 
thoſe memorable and illuſtrious Exam- 
ples, how often have we ſeen the ſin- 
cere Chriſtian glorying in his Afflictions, 
and exulting in his Sufferings! with 


what 
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what Calmneſs, what Compoſure, what 
Serenity has he defied the Emiſſaries of 
the King of Terrors! for he knows 
that though he is now tormented, he 
ſpall ſoon be comforted ; he knows that his 
Redeemer troeth, whom he ſhall ſee with 
his Eyes, though his Reins be conſumed 


Within him. 


Since then our Notions of Happineſs 
and Miſery are ſo very imperfect, that 
thoſe Things which we think neceſſarily 
bring with them the latter, have been 
often accidentally the Means of the 
former; the Infidel, ſurely, can draw no 
Concluſion, derogatory to the Juſtice of 
Providence, from Premiſes fo ill-eſta- 
bliſhed ; neither can the Miſery, or 
Happineſs, of Individuals, ſuggeſt any 

; S 3 ſolid 
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ſolid Argument to him, when he knows 
ſo little, what Miſery and Happineſs 


are. 


I proceed now to conſider, Secondly, 
how erroneous our Opinions of Man- 
kind are. But this muſt be reſerved to 
another Opportunity. 


SERMON 


SERMON X. 


ON THE 


SHORT T-R IU MF -MH 


OF THE 


„ BB Þ 


JoB xx. 29. | 
This is the Portion of a wicked Man from 
God, and the Heritage appointed unto 
him by God. 


N a late Diſcourſe on theſe Words, I 

I obſerved, thatas many virtuous Men 
appear to be in a State of Sorrow 

and Miſery, in this World, and on 
the contrary, many impious and pro- 
fane Perſons continue in the Enjoyment 
of 
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thoſe Things, which are commonly 
called the Bleflings of Life; the Infidel 
endeavoured to draw an Advantage to 
his own Cauſe from theſe Circumſtances, 
and caſt a Reflection on the Providence 
of God, for rewarding Vice, and puniſh- 
ing Virtue :—But that the true Believer, 
taking many Circumſtances into Conſi- 
deration, derived a very ſolid Argu- 
ment from this very Calc, in Favour of a 
future State, and a Judgment to come 5 
reaſonably concluding, that in the next 
World, when the Scheme of God's Pro- 
vidence ſhall be finally completed, as far 
as it concerns the Government of the 
World, all theſe Inequalities ſhall be ad- 
juſted; that the virtuous Man, in Pro- 
portion to the Miſery that he has ex- 
perienced, and the Patience that he has 


exerted 
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* 


exerted under it, ſhall receive a more 
glorious Reward ; and the wicked Man, 
in Proportion to the good Things that 
he has unworthily enjoyed, ſhall be af- 


flicted with the more grievous Torments. 


But there are two other Conſidera- 
tions, that tend much to invalidate the 
Reaſoning of the inſulting Infidel. One, 
that we are very little acquainted with 
the true Nature even of earthly Happi- 
neſs and Miſery ; another, that we are 
often deceived in our Opinions of Man- 
kind; for the open and apparent Vices of 
ſome Men are alleviated by Virtues more 
ſilent and leſs conſpicuous; while the 
ſeeming Virtues of others are counter- 
balanced by diſguiſed Vices. 

4 The 
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The former of theſe Points I have al- 
ready conſidered ; and endeavoured to 
ſhew how little we know of the real Na- 
ture of Happineſs and Miſery, and how 
thoſe Things, which we imagined would 
certainly be productive of the one, have 
often accidentally been the Cauſe of the 


other. 


I proceed now to confider, Secondly, 
how erroneous our Opinions of Man- 


kind often are. 


The fey of the Hypocrite is but for a 
Moment.—This is implied in the very 
Term Hypocrite: For did not Men en- 
deavour, by ſpecious Appearances, to de- 
ceive each other; were not the Cup, and 
Platter, the Outfide whereof is indeed 
clean, full within of Extortion and Ex- 


ceſs, 
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ceſs, the very Word Hypocriſy would loſe 
its Meaning. It ſuppoſes ſome capable 
of being deceived, as well as others ca- 
pable of deceiving : For who hath been 
an Hypocrite unto God ? or what hath 
been concealed from the Eyes of the 
Lord? God trieth the very Hearts and 
Reins ; he underſtandeth our Thoughts long 
before they are conceived. But frail and 
erring Mortals are, and muſt be miſled 
by Appearances : Probability is our only 
Guide ; that mult we follow, whitherſo- 
ever it ſhall lead us: But as for that 
Certainty, which admits of no Degrees, 
and which is liable to no Impoſture, 
ſuch Knowledge is too wonderful and excel- 


lent for us; We cannot attain unto it. 


Hence appears our Obligation to 
Truth, conſidered as a religious Duty: 


2 | hence 
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hence it appears how heinous, and 
deteſtable it is, to endeavour to miſlead 
our Brother in his Way; how cruel, 
how unnatural, mutually to impoſe on 
the Narrowneſs of each others Under- 
ſtanding; how impious, how mad, to 
enliſt under the Banner of our mortal 
Enemy, who 1s a Murderer from the Be- 
giuning, and abode not in the Truth; who 
is a Liar, and the Father of Lies. 


It muſt however be confeſſed, that 
Hypocriſy has in all Ages of the World 
been but too ſucceſsfully practiſed, and 
not a little prejudiced the Intereſts of 
true Religion. It is beſide my preſent 
Purpoſe, to ſhew at large, how, in Pro- 
portion as a counterfeit Appearance of 
Piety prevails, the Reality of it decays ; 


how 
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how the Subſtance vaniſhes, where the 
Shadow extends itſelf ; and in what 
Periods, or Places, Hypocriſy has 
uſurped the Sceptre of Religion : my 
preſent Deſign calls upon me to ſhew 
you, how difficult it is for us to diſtin- 


guiſh the Appearance from the Reality, 
the Shadow from the Subſtance ; and 


how little we ſhould rely on our own Un- 
derſtanding, when we cannot reconcile 
it to the Ways of God ; how cautious of 
drawing Concluſions from Premiſes not 
underſtood, eſpecially when they tend, 
as I fear they too often do, to an im- 
pious Diſtruſt of the Providence of our 
all-juſt, all-wiſe, and all-merciful Crea- 


tor, 


Few, very few, are Hypocrites in Int- 


quity ; 
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quity ; few there are, ſo prepoſterouſly 
ambitious, as to deſire to appear more 
profligate than they really are. When 
therefore we ſee Men living in open De- 
fiance of the Laws, and Ordinances of 
God, profaning his holy Name, and 
Word, and contemptuouſly treading 
under their Feet the Croſs of Chriſt ; 
when we ſee them perſevering in the 
Breach of all moral and ſocial Duties, 
and burſting the Bonds of Truth and 
Juſtice aſunder; we cannot but con- 
clude, that their Practice is conformable 
to their Principles, and that their Ac- 
tions are dictated by their Opinions. 


But with Regard to the Generality 
of Mankind, this is not, as yet, the 
Caſe : Moſt Men (fome, no Doubt, be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe they really are virtuous; others, 
becauſe they think it conducive to their 
Intereſt, or Credit, to be eſteemed ſuch,) 
talk, and even act, as if they were zea- 
louſly affected to the Cauſe of Religion; 
and as God has branded the Hypocrite 
with no Mark, whereby he may be diſ- 
tinguiſhed from his true and faithful 
Servant; as he maketh his Sun to riſe on 
the evil and the good; and ſendeth Rain 
on the juſt and unjuſt ; how ſhall we diſ- 
cern the devout and ſincere Worſhipper 
from him who ſpeaketh with flattering Lips, 
andwithadouble Heart? For though the 
triumphing of the Wicked ſhall ceaſe ; 
though the Joy of the Hypocrite ſhall 
be but for a Moment ; yet while that 
Triumph continues, and before that Mo- 
ment of Joy 1s paſſed away, We can nei- 

* ther 
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ther penetrate their Deceit, nor queſtion 
their Sincerity : The gracious Bleſſings 
of Providence are diſpenſed to them 
in equal Portions with other Men ; 
their Houſes are ſafe from Fear ; they 
fend forth their little ones like a Flock, 
and their Children dance ; they take the 
Timbrel and Harp, and rejoice at the 
Sound of the Organ. 


Shall we then, whenever we obſerve 
an Appearance of Virtue, and Religion, 
ſuſpect its Reality? ſhall we live in per- 
petual Suſpicion of each other, becauſe 
ſome have been found treacherous and 
deceitful ?—God forbid I— III would it 
become Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, whoſe diſtinguiſhing and pre- 


eminent Characteriſtic is an extenſive, an 


unbounded 
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unbounded Charity, to inculcate ſo nar- 
row a Doctrine, or cheriſh ſuch ſelfiſh 
Principles.—Let us leave it to God, who 
is a God of Juſtice, to honour and re- 
ward his true Diſciples ; and let us offer 
up our Supplications to the ſame God, 
who is a God of Mercy alſo, that he will 
ſo turn the Heart of the Hypocrite, and 
convert him from his evil Ways, that he 
may become a ſincere Partaker of the 
Merits and Sufferings of that Saviour, 
who died to redeem him. But let not 
the Infidel from hence arraign the Ways 
of Providence, as he can no more diſcern 
a good Man from an Hypocrite, than he 
can diſcover the true Nature of Happi- 
neſs, and Miſery, Let us rather conclude, 


Which is what I propoſe in the third 


Place to do, 
T 2 That 
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ther penetrate their Deceit, nor queſtion 
their Sincerity : The gracious Bleſſings 
of Providence are diſpenſed to them 
in equal Portions with other Men; 
their Houſes are ſafe from Fear; they 
_ fend forth their little ones like a Fhck, 
and their Children dance; they take the 
Timbrel and Harp, and rejoice at the 
Sound of the Organ. 


Shall we then, whenever we obſerve 
an Appearance of Virtue, and Religion, 
ſuſpe& its Reality? ſhall we live in per- 
petual Suſpicion of each other, becauſe 
ſome have been found treacherous and 
deceitful God forbid !—Ill would it 
become Profeſſors of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, whoſe diſtinguiſhing and pre- 
eminent Characteriſtic is an extenſive, an 


unbounded 
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unbounded Charity, to inculcate ſo nar- 
row a Doctrine, or cheriſh ſuch ſelfiſh 
Principles.—Let us leave it to God, who 
is a God of Juſtice, to honour and re- 
ward his true Diſciples; and let us offer 
up our Supplications to the ſame God, 
who is a God of Mercy allo, that he will 
ſo turn the Heart of the Hypocrite, and 
convert him from his evil Ways, that he 
may become a ſincere Partaker of the 
Merits and Sufferings of that Saviour, 
who died to redeem him.—But let not 
the Infidel from hence arraign the Ways 
of Providence, as he can no more diſcern 
a good Man from an Hypocrite, than he 
can diſcover the true Nature of Happi- 
neſs, and Miſery. Let us rather conclude, 


Which is what I propoſe in the third 


Place to do, 
T 8: That 
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That ſince it has not pleaſed God to 
diſtinguiſh Virtue and Vice by ſuit- 
able Rewards, and Puniſhments, in this 
World, he will infallibly do it, in that 
which is to come. 


And to prove this, no Subtlety of 
Argument is requiſite : It is the Lan- 
guage of Reaſon ; it is the Voice of Re- 
velation : it is a Law written originally 
on our Hearts ; ratified and confirmed by 
the concurrent Teſtimony of the Pro- 


phets, the Evangeliſts, and the Son of 
God himſelf. 


Firſt then, hear the Language of 
Reaſon. Is not God a God of Juſ- 
ce tice? Is not Juſtice converſant in Re- 


„„ Wards 
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« wards and Puniſhments ? Is it not the 
« Eſſence of Juſtice to diſtribute both 
“ where they are due? Is there not in 
© Nature and Reaſon a Connection be- 
« tween Virtue and Reward, between 
Vice and Puniſhment? How then 


«© comes Nature to be reverſed, and the 


* Laws of Reaſon to be diſturbed? and | 


«© how come Sinners to be entitled to 


« Happineſs, the Righteous to be con- 


* ſigned over to Miſery ?”—lt would be 


very difficult, nay, it would be abſolutely 
impoſſible, to render any rational and 
ſatisfactory Anſwer to theſe Queſtions, 
without taking a future Judgment into 
the Account: For though we may be 
deceived in our Notions of Happineſs 
and Miſery ; though we may be deceived 
with regard to the real Characters of 

3 Men, 
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Men, we cannot always be deceived 
and we muſt allow that the good Things 
of this Life do not ſeem to be beſtowed 
in Proportion to the Merits of their Poſ- 
ſeſſors. But the Conſequence from hence 
is plain andobvious;—not indeed that God 
neglects the Government of the World, 
and pays no Regard to the Conduct of 
his Creatures; but that there will come 
a Time, when all theſe Inequalities ſhall 
be adjuſted ; when every Man ſhall re- 
ceive according to his own Works; 
when, in the ſublime Language of Pro- 
phecy, every Valley ſhall be exalted, and 
every Mountain and Hill ſhall be laid low ; 
when the crooked ſhall be made ſtrait, and 
the rough Places plain. | | 


Such is the unerring Determination 


of 
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ef right Reaſon : — liſten next to the 
Voice of Revelation: — for that there 
will be a State after this, when the Juſt 
ſhall reſt from their Labours, is as ſure 
as the God of Truth can make it. Now 
as Life and Immortality were brought 
to Light by the Goſpel, it will be ſuf- 
ficient to cite only a few Inſtances from 
thence, Hear then what comfortable 
Words our Saviour Chriſt ſays to all his 
afflicted Diſciples. Bleſſed be ye Poor, 
for yours is the Kingdom of God. Bleſſed 
are ye that hunger now, for ye ſhall be 
filled. Bleſſed are ye that weep now, for 
ye ſhall laugh. But to thoſe who have 
received, and enjoyed their Portion in 
this World ; whoſe Gate hath not ſtood 
open to the Stranger, neither have they 
pleaded the Cauſe of the Fatherleſs, he 

14 ſays, 
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fays, Wo unto you that are rich, for ye 
have received your Conſolation : Wo unto 
you that are full, for ye ſhall hunger: 
Wo unto you that laugh now, for ye ſhall 
mourn and weep. Hear alſo what St. 
Paul faith ; for J reckon that the Suffer- 
ings of this preſent Time are not worthy 
to be compared with the Glory that ſhall 
be revealed in us. Hence that zealous 
Apoſtle cried out with all the Rapture 
of. Ecſtaſy, Who ſhall ſeparate us from 
the Love of Chrift ? Shall Tribulation, 
or Difreſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, 
or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or the Sword? 


Since then we are informed by Rea- 
fon as well as Revelation, ſince we are in- 
ſtructed by the holy Apoſtles, fince we are 
expreſsly told by the Son of God him- 

| ſelt, 
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ſelf, that this Life is but a State of 
Trial, and Probation, leading on to 
another which ſhall never end; — ſince 
moreover the unequal Diſtribution of 
Good and Evil in this World can no 
other ways be reconciled to the Juſtice 
of the Supreme Being; — let no Man 
deceive his own Soul ; let no Man think 
that the Vengeance of the Almighty is 
leſs certain, becauſe it is not immediate; 
let us not ſay with the Fool in the 


Pſalmiſt, that there is no God; but 


rather cry out with the holy Pſalmiſt 
himſelf,  / erily there is a Reward for 
the Righteous ; doubtleſs there is 4 God 
that judgeth the Earth. 


From what has been ſaid, we may 
obſerve, 


I. That 


280 On the ſhort Triumph 
fays, Wo unto you that are rich, for ye 


have received your Conſolation : Wo unto 
you that are full, for ye ſhall hunger : 
Wo unto you that laigh now, for ye ſhall 
mourn and weep. Hear alſo what St. 
Paul ſaith ; for I reckon that the Suffer- 
ings of this preſent Time are not worthy 
40 be compared with the Glory that ſhall 
be revealed in us. Hence that zealous 
Apoſtle cried out with all the Rapture 
of. Ecſtaſy, Who ſhall ſeparate us from 
the Love of Chriſt ? Shall Tribulation, 
or Difreſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, 
or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or the Sword ? 


Since then we are informed by Rea- 
fon as well as Revelation, ſince we are in- 
ſtructed by the holy Apoſtles, ſince we are 
expreſsly told by the Son of God him- 

{cl 
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felf, that this Life is but a State of 


Trial, and Probation, leading on to 
another which ſhall never end ;—ſince 
moreover the unequal Diſtribution of 
Good and Evil in this World can no 
other ways be reconciled to the Juſtice 
of the Supreme Being; — let no Man 
deceive his own Soul; let no Man think 
that the Vengeance of the Almighty is 
leſs certain, becauſe it is not immediate; 
let us not ſay with the Fool in the 
Pſalmiſt, that there is no God; but 
rather cry out with the holy Pſalmiſt 
himſelf, Verily there is a Reward for 
the Righteous ; doubtleſs there is 4 God 
that judgeth the Earth. 


From what has been ſaid, we may 


obſerve, 


I. That 


— 


— — 


282 On the ſhort Triumph 


I. That ſince we cannot fathom the 
Depth of God's Wiſdom ; ſince we can- 
not ſearch out the Methods by which he 
dealeth with the Children of Men; we 
ſhould be extremely cautious how we 


reproach thoſe, who ſeem for a While to 
le under the heavy Diſpleaſure of the 
Almighty. What bitter Curſcs does Da- 
vid pour out againſt his Enemies on this 
very Account! Let their Habitation be 
deſolate ; and let none divell in their Tents : 
for they perſecute bim, whom thou baſt 
ſmitten ; and they talk to the Grief of 
thoſe, whom thou haſt wounded. And Job 
thought that this very Circumſtance 
would plead moſt powerfully in his Be- 
half to the Compaſſion of human Na- 
ture : Have Pity on me, have Pity on me, 

O ze 
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O ye my Friends, for the Hand of God 
hath touched me. 


The Caſe of the Jews, and the Treat- 
ment which they have conſtantly re- 
ceived, and ſtill continue to receive, from 
the Chriſtian World, is fo very ſingular, 
that I cannot help indulging a Reflec- 
tion upon that extraordinary Occaſion. 


When we conſider the ſtubborn and 
rebellious Spirit of the ¶raelites; when 
we reflect on their Murmurings, 
their Seditions, their Luſts, their Ido- 
latries, in Egypt, in the Wilderneſs, in 
Palæſtine, in the Temple; when we 
turn our Eyes on the Pride, the Obſti- 
nacy, the Corruption, of their Judges, 
their Scribes, their Teachers; when 


we 
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I. That fince we cannot fathom the 
Depth of God's Wiſdom ; ſince we Can- 
not ſearch out the Methods by which he 
dealeth with the Children of Men ; we 
ſhould be extremely cautious how we 
reproach thoſe, who ſeem for a While to 
le under the heavy Diſpleaſure of the 
Almighty. What bitter Curſes does Da- 
vid pour out againſt his Enemies on this 
very Account! Let their Habitation be 
deſolate ; and let none dwell in their Tents : 
for they perſecute bim, whom thou haſt 
ſmitten ; and they talk to the Grief of 
thoſe, whom thou haſt wounded. And Job 
thought that this very Circumſtance 
would plead moſt powerfully in his Be- 
half to the Compaſſion of human Na- 
ture : Have Pity on me, have Pity on me, 

O ye 
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O ye my Friends, for the Hand of God 
hath touched me. 


The Caſe of the Jews, and the Treat- 
ment which they have conſtantly re- 
ceived, and ſtill continue to receive, from 
the Chriſtian World, is ſo very ſingular, 
that I cannot help indulging a Reflec- 


tion upon that extraordinary Occaſion. 


When we conſider the ſtubborn and 
rebellious Spirit of the Mraelites; when 
we refle& on their Murmurings, 
their Seditions, their Luſts, their Ido- 
latries, in Egypt, in the Wilderneſs, in 
Palæſtine, in the Temple; when we 
turn our Eyes on the Pride, the Obſti- 
nacy, the Corruption, of their Judges, 


their Scribes, their Teachers; when 


we 
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we behold them, in Spite of all the 
miraculous Proofs of his Miſſion, re- 
jecting, reviling, crucifying, their Meſ- 
fiah, their King; when laſtly, we Iook 
on them perſecuting the Apoſtles of 
Chriſt, and driving out of their Syna- 
gogues the glad Tidings of the Goſpel, 
we cannot, as we are Chriſtians, re- 
gard them without Horror, and Indig- 
nation. But when, on the other Hand, 
we conſider them as the choſen, the fa- 
vourite, the peculiar People of God ; 
when we conſider the ſignal Inſtances of 
Mercy and Loving-kindneſs ſo often 
vouchſafed to them; when we behold 
them conducted by the guiding Hand 
of Providence, crowned with Victory for 
ſo many Years, and ſafe under the Pro- 
tection of the Holy one of 1/ael; 

| how 
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how can we ſee them weeping by the 
Waters of Babylon, and not pray for the 
Peace of Yeruſalem ! How can we ſee 
the Daughter of Zion in Captivity, and 
not wiſh that ſhe would looſe herſelf from 
the Bands of her Neck! When again, 
in Proceſs of Time, notwithſtanding the 
repeated Inſtances of God's Condeſcen- 
ſion towards them, they ſtill continued a 
ſtiff-necked Generation ; when at laſt 
the Sceptre departed from Judah; when 
her Elders were ſlain; when her Sons 
and her Daughters fell by the Edge of 
the Sword, and the very Foundations of 
the holy City were raſed to the Ground ; 
whoever then thinks on her former Proſ- 
perity, ſurely it muſt pity him to ſee 
her in the Duſt. That Heart muſt be 
void of Tenderneſs to a great Degree in- 
| deed, that can come cool, and ſedate, 
from 
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from the pathetic Lamentations of the 
Prophets, without ſharing largely in the 
Diſtreſſes of Mael. 


But there is a yet farther, and 
ſtronger Reaſon. The Dealing of God 
with the Jews is ſo very extraordinary, 
and his Promiſes to them ſo compre- . 
henſive, that we know not what Intereſt 
we may have in the Completion of them. 


And yet how have the Jews been 
treated ? What terrible Perſecutions have 
been raiſed againſt them, by thoſe who 
uſurped the Name of Chriſtians ? How 
have they been exterminated with Sword 
and with Fire ; in vain appealing to the 
Paſſions, and to the Religion of thoſe 
Inquiſitors, and afking whether they had 
a Commiſſion from their Saviour to tor- 


ture 
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ture his Creatures in ſo inhuman a 


Manner. + 


But this, it will be urged, was the 
unrelenting Spirit of the Church of 
Rome; which rages againſt all with 
equal Violence, Chriſtians as well as 
Jews, who dare to diſbelieve her infallible 
Decrees. The mild Genius of Pro- 
teſtantiſm knows no ſuch Barbarity. 
Thanks be to God, it does not. Yet I 
fear, that in this Caſe, we are far from 
acting up to the Spirit of our Profeſſion, 
Are not the Jews a By-word among 
us? are not their Names mentioned 
with cruel Taunts and bitter Sarcaſms ? 
are not their very Perſons frequently in- 
ſulted? And is this the Way to teach 
them that Chriſtianity is a pure and 

4 holy 
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holy Inſtitution ? is this the Way to 
conquer their Obſtinacy, and diſarm 
them of their Prejudices? is this, in 
ſhort, the Way in which they were 
treated by Chriſt? Far from it: for 
he, when he was reviled, reviled not 
again ; he even on the Croſs offered up 
his Prayers for them; and when the 
holy City was doomed to final Deſola- 
tion, how pathetically did he lament 
over her ! O Feruſalem, Jeruſalem, which 
hilleft the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them that 
are ſent unto thee ;' how often would J 
have gathered thy Children together, as a 
Hen doth gather her Brood under her 
Wings, and ye would not After the Re- 
ſurrection of our Lord, the Goſpel was 
ſtill firſt offered to the Jews; and St. 
Paul in particular treats them with 


2 | remark- 
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remarkable Tenderneſs. © Has God,” 
faith he, caſt away his People? God for- 
*« 44!” And to the Gentiles he afterwards 
ſays, For I would not, Brethren, that 
eye ſhould be ignorant of this Myſtery, {leſt 
&* ye ſhould be wiſe in your own Conceits, } 
« that Blindneſs in Part is happened to 
ee Iſrael, until the Fulneſs of the Gentiles 
« be come in; and ſo all Iſrael ſhall be 
ce ſaved.” In ſhort, we ſhould find it 

extremely difficult to reconcile our Be- 
haviour towards theſe miſerable Exiles 
to the Precepts of the Goſpel ; and not- 
withſtanding all the Clamours of miſ- 
guided Zeal, whether religious or poli- 
tical, ſure I am that a Spirit of Mercy 
and Compaſſion can never be contradic- 


tory to the Spirit of Chriſtianity. 


The ſecond Obſervation which I 
U would 
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would make, is, that as the Righteous 
and the Wicked ſuffer ſo promiſcuouſly 
in this Life, we ſhould be very careful 
how we attribute any extraordinary Ca- 
lamity to any extraordinary Degree of 
Guilt in the ObjeQs of it. We are told, 
that 7he Lord loveth whom he chaſteneth ; 
it may be therefore a ſalutary Affliction, 
as in the Caſe of David; it may be a 
Trial of Faith, as in the Caſe of Abra- 
ham ; it may be an Exerciſe for Patience, 
as in that of Job; or it may be an Ex- 


ample to others, as it certainly was in 
the Caſe of thoſe Galileant, whoſe Blood 


Pilate had mingled with their Sacrifices ; 
for Jeſus ſaid, * Suppoſe ye that theſe 
« Galileans were Sinners above all the 
* Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch 
% Things? I tell you nay; but, except ye 
* repent, ye ſhall all lhewif periſh,” 

They 
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They were choſen out as a Warning to 
others, who by reflecting on their 
cruel, though perhaps not undeſerved 
Death, might themſelves be converted 
unto Righteouſneſs. 


Thirdly, We ſhould learn from what 
has been ſaid, not to fix our Aﬀections 
on the good Things of this World, nor 
deem thoſe only happy, to whom Riches 
and Power have given a ſhort and imagi- 
nary Exaltation. God 7s no Reſpecter of 
Perſons ; neither is he capricious in his 
Dealings with the Children of Men. If 
the Righteous are afflicted, happy are 
they ; the greater will be their Reward 
in Heaven, If, on the contrary, God 
permits the Sinner to riot in undeſerved 
Proſperity, let him reflect, that the 
heavier will be his Condemnation here- 


after: 
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after: let him reflect on the Anſwer of 
Abraham to the rich Man; Son, remem- 
ber that thou in thy Life-time received 
thy good Things, und likews iſe Lazarus 
evil Thi ngs ; but now be is comforted, and. 


thou art tormented. 


IVechly, and laſtly, since i in the ordi- 
© nary Adminiſtration of Providence, the 
juſt Man hath his Portion of Calamities 
in this World ö ſince he drinketh of 
the Cup of Bitterneſs, and the Hand 
of God ſpareth not him; let the Wick- 
ed conſider this, and repent ; let him 
commune with his own Heart, and turn 
from his evil Ways: for what Puniſh- | 
ment ſhall not he expect, when the Juſt 
are chaſtened ? and if the Righteous are 

=, ſtarcely ſaved, where ſhall the Ungody and 
TA eit dinner appear? 
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